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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ABSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Tuberculosis (Commonwealth and State
Arrangement).

2, Rural and Industries Bank Act Amend-
ment.

3, Government Employees (Promotions
Appeal Board) Act Amendment.

4, Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act Amend-
ment (Continuance).

5, Acts Amendment (Increase in Number
of Judges of the Supreme Court).

6, Ouildford Old Cemetery (Lands Re4-
vestment).

7, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment
(No. 1).

QUESTIONS.

"NARROWS" BRIDGE.

As to Construction and Alternative
Proposal.

Mr. YATES asked, the Minister for
Works:-

(1) Is it the intention of the Government
to proceed with the construction of a bridge
across the "Narrows"?

(2) If the answer is in the negative, will
he consider investigating the proposal that
a causeway be constructed front Barrack-
street, Perth, to Mend-street, South Perth!

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The new causeway was designed to
provide the most economical and efficient
crossing for traffic requiremants for some
years to come from the Belmont, Victoria
Park and South Perth areas.

(2) Detailed investigations into the fu-
ture requirements and possible location of
further river crossings downstreama from
the causewiay cannot be put in hand, owing
to shortage of staff, until the new causeway
is nearing completion.

PRICES CONTROL.

(a) As to Overcharging on Eastern
Gold fields.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Attorney
-General:

(1) In view of the fact that overcharging
f or commodities is still taking place on the
Eastern Goldfields, particularly in regard
to meat, will he give consideration to the
immediate establishment of a branch of the
Prices Control Branch in Kalgoorlic Simi-
lar to that which operated when the con-
trol of prices was under the Commonwealth
Government?
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(2) Will he arrange that the official prices
of meat allowed by the Prices Control
Branch on the Eastern Goldfields be im-
mediately published in "The Kalgoorlie

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) From ti-me to time investigations are

taking place on the Eastern Goldfields by
officers, especially sent for that purpose,
and this method is considered to be more
effectual than having particular officers sta-
tioned in the district, when traders would
become aware of their identity. It is, there-
f ore, not intended to establish a branch'
office.

(2) Yes.

(b) As to Appointment of Commission.

Hon. A. R. Gi. HAWKE asked the
Premier:

(1) Does the Government intend to intro-
duce legislation this session to establish a
Prices Commission in accordance with the
motion carried in the Legislative Assembly
on Wednesday last)

(2) If not, what is the meason?

The PREMIER replied:,
(1) No legislation is proposed.
(2) Western Australia has an advisory

committee as decided by Parliament only
last year, which has rendered valuable ser-
vice. To this committee appeals by any
party against decisions of the Prices Com-
missioner may be made. In a review of the
services rendered by the advisory commit-
tee dated the 29th August, 1949, the Public
Service Commissioner stated- that Mr. Court,
the chairman of the committee, had exam -
ined in detail all submissions received and
in the nine months ended the 30th June last
had aggregated 400 hours of investigation
during office hours in addition to consider-
able unrecorded time out of office hours.
Moreover the committee had in that period
held 15 formal meetings. On this commit-
tee there is a consumers' representative.

COAL MINE WORKERS PENSIONS
FUND.

As to Benefits.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Mines:

With reference to the statement contained
in "Hansard," No. 8, page 817, dated the
2nd August, 1949, made by the Minister for

Mines in relation to the Coal Mine Work-
ers Pensions Fund, which statement reads
as follows-

The Act provides that when a mine worker
or a dependant is also eligible for a Common-
wrealth Social Ser-vice pen sion, the rate of pen-
sion paid under the Act shall be the maximum
that will not interfere with the payment of the
full Commonwealth Social Service pension,

will he say if this means that a retired coal-
Ininer and his wife, receiving a full Com-
monwealth Social Service pension, is also
eligible to receive the full permissible in-
come of 30s. each weekly from the Coal
Mine Workers Pensions Fund?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

A retired mine-worker and his wife are
jointly entitled to receive from the Coal
Mine Workers Pensions Fund a pension of
£4 10s. per week, less any amountd payable
to both persons as Commonwealth Social
Service pension. Therefore, if both were
entitled to the maximum Social Service
pension (f2* 2s. 6d. per week), the coal
miner's pension would be reduced to 5s. per
week. A person with wife alone as depen-
dant cannot receive by way of coal miner's
pension and Social Service pension com-
bined, more than £4 10s. per week,

In accordance with Section 14 of the Act,
in a case where the amount determined after
deducting the Social Service pension would,
if paid, result in a reduction of the Social
Service pensions because of the Common-
wealth means test, the coal miner's pension
must be further reduced to, the appropriate
amount which would enable the persons con-
cerned to receive the maximum amount of
Social Service pensions for which they
would be eligible if a coal miner's pension
were not paid. This applies in certain in-
stances where reduced Social Service pen-
sions are payable because of income and/or
property.

The amending Bill of which the member
for Collie has obtained the adjournment
will, if passed, repeal Section 14 and thus
enable a married mine worker to receive
£4 10s. per week in the aggregate of the
two pensions irrespective of the means test,
but that amount is subject to reduction if
the earnings are in excess of £2 10s. per
week. A married pensioner will then be able
to receive by way of coal miner's pension,
Social Service pension, and earnings a
maximum of £7 per week.
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HOSPITALS.

As to Cons3truction of Regional Buildings.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Health:

In view of the fact that the Deputy Pre-
mier in his policy speech said, "Not a brick
has been laid for any regional hospital,"
will he inform the House how many bricks
have been laid in the construction of re-
gional hospitals since the 1st April, 1947?

The MINISTER replied:
Upon the present Government coming

into power it was found necessary, owing
to the condition of the hospitals in the
metropolitan area and in the country, to
effect urgent renovations and additions.
Much hospital work has been completed, in-
cluding the first section of the Royal Perth
Hospital.

A large amount of hospital -work is now
in progress, the estimated cost of which
amounts to £1,42Q,227, including the esti-
mated cost of £660,000 for the second sec-
tion of the Royal Perth Hospital.

This work is considered to have a higher
priority than the regional hospitals.

COMMONWEALTH HEALTH LABORA-
TORY, KALGOORLIE.

As to Appointment of Chief Medical O#ffcer.

Mr. OLIVER asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Can he inform the House who is re-
sponsible for the appointment of the Chief
Medical Officer of the Commonwealth Health
Laboratory at Kalgoorlie?

(2) What are the necessary credentials,
if any, required by the successful applicant
for the position?

(3) Does he consider that the Chief Medi-
cal Officer in charge of the Commonwealth
Health Laboratory at Kalgoorlie is suitable
to hold such a responsible position?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Comdnwealtb Director General

of Health.
(2) The person appointed must be a

legally qualified medical practitioner.
(3) Yes, in the absence of any evidence

that the present occupant is unsuitable.
The position is now occupied temporarily
pending the appointment of a suitable per-
manent officer.

PETROL.
(a) As to Emnergency Arrangements.

Mr. BRADY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Education:

Will he make some emergency arrange-
ments witb the oil companies to tide over
businessmen who are unable to carry on
their normal trade owing to petrol not being
available?

The MINISTER replied:
I can only say that I will make inquiries

as to whether it can be done. If so, I will
try to arrange it.

(b As to Reduction of State Quota.

Mr. SHEARN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Industrial Development:

(1) In regard to liquid fuel supplies,
has the Minister any knowledge of an
alleged intention of, if not established
action by, the Commonwealth Government
to reduce monthly quotas for this State
currently and to the end of May, 1950, by
approximately 2,000,000 gallons, which in
effect is about eight per cent. less than the
quotas would have been if rationing had
continuedI

(2) If this is so, would it not reveal that
this State is to be denied some 200,000
gallons and that no allowance has been
made for unavoidable increased consumnp-
tion resulting from the need for the use of
auxiliary power plants-

(a) during the period of the miners'
strike;

(b) now, because of further breakdown
at the power house, and

(c) that no provision is being made for
the natural increase in the number
of vehicles and power units?

(3) Would not recovery of hoarded
stocks and diversion of these to legitimate
consumption enable such a position as out-
lined in questions (1) and (2) above to be
eased, if not entirely remedied?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Prime Minister has stated that

the quota fixed for the year for all States
cannot be exceeded and that monthly sales
for the remainder of the year must be
reduced to make good the overselling dur-
ing June and July which, in the case of
Western Australia, is said to have amount-
ed to 1,775,000 gallons.
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(2) (a) it is understood -that the Prime
Minister has agreed to a special allowance
because of the coal strike, hut in the case
of Western Australia this does not amount
to very much.

(b) -Representations have already been
made to the Prime Minister for a special
allowance to cover the power breakdown.

(c) Provision for natural increase in the
number of vehicles and power units was
made in fixing the yearly quota.

(3) It should have the effect of easing
the position.

(c) As to Motor License Fees.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Prerbier:

Al view of the petrol position, will he
see that tbe registration fees of motor
vehicles axe reduced in order to compen-
sate for the lower mfleage they will be able
to travel?

The PRENIZIL replied:

As the hion. member i-s aware, the
Minister for Transport is attending a eon-
ferenei§ in Melbourne today to deal with
the liquid fuel position. I think it quite
likely that an agreement will be arrived at
in Melbourne whereby rationing of some
kind will be undertaken either by the qoni-
inonu'ealth or by thee4 States and, until, the
position arises as suggested by the hion.
mnember, I do not intend to take any action.

(d) As to Quantities Distribrrted.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial lvelop-
meat:

Can this House be provided officially, fromn
the Government, with figures which indicate
the quantities of petrol distributed by the
oil companies on a weekly basis prior to
rationing being relinquished; on a weekly
basis from the time rationing was re-
linquished until it was imposed by the com-
panies in their distribution; and as at the
present time!

'Vh& MINISTER replied:

I cannot say whether the information can
be obtained or nat. It can be asked for
and, if given, of course miade available. So
far as I know there is no power of com-
pulsion at this jum-ture, If the lion. mcm-

ber would be good enough to put down in
writing what he wants to know I -will en-
deavour to obtain the information for him.

LAND SALES CONTROL.

(a) As to Departmnent's Ot'erations.

t71on.5J. B. SLEEMTAN (without notice).
asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) Is he aware that as Late as the 21st
September, 1949, the Land Sales Control
Department was sending back replies deal-
ing with the price of land sales?

(2) Will he say whether the department
was in prder in doing that on that date?

The MINISTER replied:

(1.) and '(2) T am not aware of it but I
wvill have inquiries made.

(b) As to Authority of Department.

Hon. '3. B. SLEEBIAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Lands:

Is the Land Sales Department in order
in placing values on land sales at the pre-
sent time?

The MINISTER replied:

I will ascertain that information' and
supply it to the lion, member.

MATERNITY EOSITAL,
FREMANTLE.

As to Purchase of Pro perty.

H~on. J. B. SFJEEMAN '(without notice)
asked the Minister for Health:

In view of the statement which he made
last week that the Government was dcf~iy
purchasing a property known as Hudson's
in Mary-4reet, Fremantle, for a maternity
hospital, and in view, of the fact that the
auction sale this afternoon has been tern-
porarily postponed, has the Government
purchased this property or does it intend to
purchase it?

The MINISTER replied:

I think the boa. member is inaIccurate in
saying that the Government bad decided to
purchase the house in Iluestion.

Ron. 3± B. Sleeman: The Minister told
mne that.

0
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not remember having told the hon. member
that. I think that what I did Fay was that
the matter was under consideration. It is
still under considefation.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: floes the Min-
ister deny coming to my seat and telling
me, "We have the hospital that we w~re
after and are definitely purchasing the Hlud-
son property." He cannot put t6t over mne.
He has a convenient memory. I want the
Minister to answer yes or no.

The Mfinister for Health: If the hon.
member listens to idle chatter on oecasions
in the House, then he is very apt to hqsar
the wrong thing.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the conversa-
tion which the Minister had with me in this
Honse, not outside, ig idle chatter, theb h6
is the person responsible for such idle chat-
ter. He definitely came to mue and told me
that the Government had got the property
it wanted for a maternity hospital. He
said, "We have got Hudson's property."
The Government would not have got it un-
less it had put up a fight for it.

HOUSING.

.(a) As to Ministeria( Portfolio.

Mr. GRAHAM1 (without notice) asked
the Prenier:

In the interests of the housebnilding pro-
gramme, will he assure the House and the
public- that there is no substance in the sug-
gestion that the portfolio of Housing, whoa
relinquished by the present Minister, will be
allotted to the member for Suhiaco?

The PREMIER replied:

I do not feel that I am called upon to
make any announcement in that regard at
present.

(b<) As to Position, of Displaced Persons.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE (without ;Lotice)
asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government given consider-
ation to the question of displaced personsg
purchasing or renting houses in this State
to the detriment of Western Australian
families?

(2) If not, will he have consideration
given to the position in the near future?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) and (2) Displaced persons have the

ordinary rights of citizens.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You would not think

that if you went to the Housing Commis-
sion. %

The PREMIER: The Federal Minister
for Immigration, Hon. A. A. Caiweil, has
repeatedly tried to make that point clear.
As far as I knoW, the position in regard
to the allotment of houses is that there is a
waiting list and a priority list, and I under-
stand the Housing Commission is not de-
parting fromt that list unless exceptional
circumstances arise.

-Hon. A. R, Q. HAWKE: I was referring
not to Commonwealth-State rental homes,
but to privat houses which were being pur-
chased and rented by displaced families to
the detriment of Western Australian fami-
lies. If the Government has not yet given
consideration to the matter, will the Premier
give an assuran-e that it will be considered?

The PREMIER: Yes. Consideration will
be given to the position.

WATER SUPPLIES.

(a) As to Reticulation in Avon Eleeto rate.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Works:

.Is it a fact that hise department has stated
on -several occasions that until such tine
as the retaining wall at IMundaring Weir is
raised, thereby increasing the capacity of
that reservoir, the supplies of additional
w4ater to the north-eastern areas of the Avon
electorate, particularly to coneessional users,
will be strictly limited?

The MINISTER replied: Yes, that is
the nature of the statement which has been
made.

(b) Ax to Swimmisig Pool, Nungarin Camp.

Mr. CORNELL: In view of the Ministersa
reply, will he give a reason for the depart-
ment agreeing to supply water for a swim-
ming pool at the military camp at Nungarin
which, when completed, wil\ he filled twice
a week, each fll requiring 150,000 gallons?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not recall that the Public Works Depart-
ment has engaged in any such work, but I
will he glad to have the necessary inquiries
made and give the hon. member a reply
when I receive a repoi-t.
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENS!ON.

The PREMIER: I move--
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable the Com-
panies Act Amendment Bill (No. 2), and the
Indilstrial Arbitration Act Amendment Bill to
be read a. third time at this sitting.

I have discussed this matter with the Leader
of the Opposition, and I understand he does
not offer any objection. Members will re-
call that the only amendments moved to
the Companies Act were by the member for
North-East Fremantle, who had two amend-
ments carried. The member f or Leederville
moved to delete a clause in the Industrial
Arbitration Act Amendment Bill, and. that
also was agreed to. That was the only al-
teration made to the Bill.

Hon. F. J1. S. WISE: The Attorney Gen-
eral rang me this morning in connection
with this motion, and I have since spoken
to the Premier. I have no objection, nor
have other members on this side, to this
course being taken because the Government
obviously wishes to finish the husiness of the
House this week, and we desire that this
legislation should be given consideration, or
as much consideratioxf as is usually given,
by the LPAilative Council. I remind the
Premier, however, that again, as has hap-
pened many times this kession, he will obtain
his absolute majority to carry the motion
from this side of the House. I draw his
attention to that because it is something
which is far too easily forgotten.

Question put.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have counted the

Hjouse, and there is an absolute majority
present. I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

BILLS (2)-REPORTS.

1, Companies Act Amendment (No. 2).

2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment (No. 2).

Adopted.

E1LS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Companies Act Amendment (No. 2).

2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment (No. 2).

Transmitted to the Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1949-50.

,In Committee.

Resumed from the 22nd September; Mr.
Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-De partmental, £151,250 (partly
considered) :

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [2.57]: 1
want to deal with the Loan Estimates, par-
ticularly the items in connection with the
replacement of certain plant in the Govern-
ment Railways. I would have liked to dis-
cuss other features of railway management,
or mismanagement, but unforunately we
were not given an opportunity of dealing
with the Railway Estimates, as was cus-
tomary prior to last year. I believe the
programme of works in the Loan Estimates
will not he carried out. I think one 'would
be qdite safe in saying that only a small
proportion of it will be dealt with. I say
that because if one gives consideration to
the work that was provided for in last
year's Estimates, where the amount was
eonsiderably less than is suggested for the
coming 12 months, and sees the small per-
centage that was accomplished, one would be
very optimistic to think that the schedule
of works in this loan programme will. ho
carried out. It might look all right on
paper to say that a record Loan programme
is Provided for, but there is a very large
gap between providing for the work to be
done and having it accomplished. I will be
agreeably surprised if anything but a small
proportion-I would say 50 per cent. as the
maximum-of the intended work is. carried
out.

I want to deal mainly with the locomotive
position, the rollingstoek and the Ways and
Works maintenance which are provided for
in the Loan programme. My -reason for so
doing is because I believe that there are
many members who have entered this Cham-
ber in recent years, and particularly in the
last three years, who believe the Oft repeated
statement that the railways were handed
over to the present Government in a
dilapidated condition, and that it was the
neglect by previous Labour administrations
that brought about that condition of affairs.
Although the iclumes, on my desk may look
formidable I intend to touch upon the ques-
tion only briefly.
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Firstly I propose to deal with the Corn;
missioner's reports, starting from the year
1930. 1 believe it was from 1930 that the
first serious deterioration in the condition
of our railway working plant commenced.
I do not intend to blame the Government of
that day entirely because it was forced into
the position owing to dictation by financial
interests, outside Australia. Not only was
the policy of the Government of Western
Australia dictated by international financial
experts,, but that applied to the Common-
wealth Government as well as all other State
Governments. The financial expert, Sir
Otto Neiigeycr, came to Australia for that
purpose. As I said I do not intend to blame
the Government of that day but merely
state in passing that owing to lack of
-finance the serious deterioration in our
railways commenced then. That applied
not only tq the plant but also to the main-
-tenance.

I will deal first with the Commissioner's
report for 1930-31 and that was about the
time this State was feeling the effects of
the depression. On page 1278 of the bound
volume No. 3 of the Votes and Proceedings
for 1930-31, we find that the sum set aside
for the maintenance of Ways and Works in
1930 was £676,723 compared with an ex-
penditure of £800,784 for the previous year.
'That state of affairs was forced upon the
Government of the day because it was not
permitted to obtain the money, or raise it,
for the purpose of maintaining the Ways
and Works in a proper condition. In 12
months the sum set aside had been reduced
by a quarter of a million pounds. Then on
page 1281, in the same report and dealing
with the question of ec'oaomies, the Commis-
sioner states--

The continued financial stringency of the
State and the reduced traffic handled during
the past 12 months has necessitated the ex-
ploration of every avenue to effect economies
in working costs to improve the railway posi-
tion, and the success attained is shown by the
manner in -which the working expenses have
been reduced. Wherever possible staff have
been dispensed with owing to the decreased
'business , while maintenance has been reduced
to a minimum.
That was after the first year of the ad-
ministration of the Mitchell Government.
The Commissioner goes on to say-

As already stated, this means heavier charges
in future -years to bring the permanent way,
rohingetock, etc., up to the required standard;
but in the existing circumstances no other
Course could be justified.

I quite agree with the Commissioner that
at that time no other course was open to
him for the simple reason that the financial
policy of this State had been laid down by
international financiers and the money was
not available for the Commissioner to carry
on with the maintenance of the railways.
It is ignificant that he said, "Maintenance
has been reduced to a minimum." It had
been reduced from £800,000 odd to £500,000
odd in the course of 12 months. He also,
said-

It hag beeo decided to lay aside approxi-
mately 10 pez cent. of the engine and wagon
stock until such time as business warrants its
return to traffic, and this is being done as the
stock comes in for repairs, etc.

Then on page 1282, of the same volume,
dealing with locomotive stock, he says-

In the interests of economy and in anticipa-
tion of a reduced traffic offering next year a
number of locomotives have been laid aside.

It would not have mattered so much about
the laying aside of the locomotives if the
staff in the Midland Junction workshops
had not been substantially reduced. Co4-
sequently the repairs and maintenance on
the locomotives were not attended to. Then
we go on to the Commissioner's -report for
the next year when the position was becom-
ing progressively worse. On page 389 of
the Votes and Proceedings for 1932, in
which volume the Commissioner's report for
the year ended the 30th June, 1932, is con-
tamned, we find that the expenditure on
maintenance for Ways and Works had
dropped to Almost 50 per cent- of what it
was two years before. In 1930 the expendi-
ture was £800,784 and in 1932 the sum
spent had dropped to £470,544. On page 392
of the same volume, dealing with the ques-
tion of economies, the Commissioner said-

The economies introduced last year and men-
tioned in paragraph 14 of 1931 report were
continued throughout the 12 months. With the
reduction in the traffic offering for transporta-
tion, the surplus staff were dispensed with, the
average number employed throughout the year
being 929 lesm.
The important part about it was that many
of those men were mechanics in the Mid-
land Junction Workshops, and under ordi-
nary circumstances they would have been
retained for the purpose of keeping the
locomotives and rollingstock in good order.
He goes on to say-

Maintenance was further curtailed in the
way of postponement of repairs to rolling-
stock, re-sleepering, etc., which means tbat
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future years' earnings will be mulct to make
up the leeway. However, the whole of the sys-
tem has been kept up to standard commen-
surate with the traffic offering and depimsed
times.

That is a sad state of affairs. The Commis-
sioner said that he had given a warning
that the cutting down of maintenance on
the plant of the department would have to
be made good, and the earnings in future
years would be called upon to make up for
the lack of maintenance that had been tak-
ing place over the previous 12 mohths. On
page 392, dealing with the question of loco-
motive stock, the Commissioner stated-

No additional locomotives were Added to the
stock , and owing to the state of the finances
only sAil repairs as were absolutely necessary
to keep traffic moving were undertaken. Four-
teen additional locomotives of the older types
were laid aside during the year, making in all
36 stowed.

Every effort has been made to obtain the
best possible mileage from locomotives before
sending them to the Midland Junction work-
shops, and 58 performed an average of over
123,000 miles before being stopped for over-
haul at Shops.

-The Minister for Works: Will you tell
me again the year to which you are re-
ferring?

Mr. STYANTS: This is the 1932 ii-port.
T claim that 1930 was the first year in which
there was a serious deterioration in the
condition of the locomotive stock, Ways and
Works generally and the rollingstoek of the
railways. The Commissioner said that no
additional locomotives were added to the
stock.

It is easy to be wise after the event, but
at that time unemployment was rife and we
had something like 5,000 men in Blaekboy
Hill camp on a sustenance of About 5s. a
week. Married men were being sent all over
the country and none of them on full-time
employment. There were many thousands
drawing Government rations yet we find, at
that period, that no additional stock-not
one engine--was added to the stock of the
Railway Department. Not only do we find
that to be the position, but we also find'
that the locomotives in use were being com-
pelled to run excessive mileages without
maintenance being carried out. This was
done to show a better financial position.

A distance of 123,000 miles is something
extraordinary for a locomotive to run with-
out an overhaul. It is usually considered
that round about 80,000 miles is sufficient

for an engine to run before it' is broughit
in for a thorough overhaul and heavy re-
pairs, That necessitates something like
three years' running. Therefore it will be
seen that when a Labour Government was
not in office, ample labour being available
and the services of thousands of men being
dispensed with, not one locomotive was
added to the stock. In addition the loco-
motives that were kept in use were running
abnormal and excessive mileages for the
purpose of avoiding their being brought int
for maintenance. The Commissioner said-

During the year the condition of the engine
f rames on the older classes of "'E " and " IF'J'
locomotives has given cause for anxiety, evid-
ently due to age and the heavy duty now im-
posed on them with the larger cylinders ad
superheating, and special vigilance is being
exercised to detect defects. It will be neces-
sary shortly to renew the main frames for some
of the " , ,IF)) 491,?; and ''C'', classes.

The engines were being allowed to deterior-
ate because the necessary maintenance was
not being carried out. Consequently, during
the war -years insufficient maintenance was
being undertaken and the department found
itself in a deplorable position. The car-
riage, wagon and brakevan stock and the
boilers were in much the same bondition.
Parliament's attention was drawn to this
fact by the Commissioner of Railways even
as early as 1930 and 1932. Serious de-
terioration tWok place in re-sleepering of the
permanent way and we were, as a result,
having quite a large number of derailments.
The number of sleepers being. used at that
time on the permanent way was scores 'of
thousands below the average normally used
and consequently the permanent way was
becoming extremely unsafe. On page 394
of the Commissioner's'report for 1932, and
dealing with the question of re-sleepering,
he says this.

The number of sleepers placed in the road
during the year totalled 228,747, a decrease of
34,892 when compared with the immediately-
preceding 12 months.

That was only a matter of 34,892 sleepers
for the immediate preceding year which, of
course, was, the depression year and the
number had been considerably reduced. We
find that in 1929, on ordinary maintenance,
there were 339,923 sleepers used and in 1932
the number haa dropped to 212,873. Onr
special re-sleepering in 1929 there had beenr
16,540 used, and no special re-sleepering at
all had been done in 1932. go we find that
the total number of sleepers used in 1929,
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a normal working year and before the de-
pression was making itself felt, was 356,469,
and in 1932, a matter of only three years
later, for two years of which Sir James
Mitchell was in office, the number had been
reduced to 228,747. So we get some idea,
from studying these reports, of when the
deterioration started.

In the Commissioner's report of 1933 we
find the same depressing stor- of men being
put out of employment, of further lack of
maintenance and of the total absence of any
additions to the plant of the working rail-
ways such as were made in the two previous
years. On the maintenance of Ways and
Works £800,000 was spent in 1930, which
was a normal working year, but in 1933 the
figure 'bad dropped to £493,000; a rcduc-
tion of, almost 40 per cent, In fact; it 'had
dropped by 40 per cent. in two years and
in the latter part of 1933 a slight increase
was shown. Dealing with the question of
economies in the 1933 report the Commis-
sioner said:

During the Tear every avenue of economy
was exploited with a view to the reduction
of expenditure, but at the same time the safety
of the line was not neglected nor the main-
tenance of sufficient rollingstock to cope with
the traffic offering. However, it became ap-
parent towards the end of the financial year
that the policy of postponement of mainten-
ance of track and rolling stock, up to full stan-
dard, would have to be abandoned and an
effort made to overtake belated repairs, etc.

So we find that the -railways had suffered
from a lack of maintenance for a period of
three years, but at last the Commissioner
had to call a halt in that policy. That ac-
counted for the increase of £30,000 ex-
pended in that year compared with the low
figures revealed in the report for the pre-
ceding year, which was a record for the lack
of maintenance. Under the same heading
of "Economies," the Commissioner -further
says:

A commeneent was made in the last three
months, and the work is being proceeded with
gradually until the arrears have been overcome.
It is naturally a slow process in view of the
scarcity of funds, hut it is hoped that in four
or five years the system will be up to the re-
quired standard.

It will be realised that the four or five ye ars
commencing from that time brought us up to
about the start of the second world war
when we neither had the money, the ma-
terials nor the time available to expend on
maintenance or additions to the working

stock of the Railway Department. Deal-
ing with the question of "Workshops" on
page 495 of the 1933 report the Commis-
sioner says:

O wing to the imperative need for reduction
in working expenses, the workshops staff was
considerably curtailed, and in consequence
grexit difficulty wag experienced in coping with
all necessary maintenance requirements.

Is there anything more candid than that,
M1r. Chairman-i He said that owing to the
necessity for making economies the work-
shops staff, even in 1933, had to be reduced
to a standard where he found great difficulty
in coping with all. necessary maintenance re-
quirements. So I think there is not the
slightest question that the deterioration and
the lack of additional new stock to the Rail-
way Department took place principally in
the period from 1980-33 when, through no
fault of the Government itself but through
the financial policy forced upon it, it was
unable to keep up the maintenance or make
any additions to the railway working plant.

Re-sleepering is dealt with on page 496
of the Commissioner's report for 1933,
where it says that there had been a still
greater fall in the number of sleepers that
were being put into the line compared with
the very small number that were put in dur-
ing the previous two years. We find that
the number of sleepers used in ordinary
maintenance for the year ended the 30th
June, 1929, was 339,923 but in 1933 the
number had dropped to 166,986. So from
that we can easily realise how it was that
the railways, particularly the permanent
way, the rollingstock and the locomotives,
got into such had condition during those
three years.

I want to quote briefly from the reports
of the following years to show that an effort
was made by Labour administration to rec-
tify the position that had been accruing dur-
ing all those years of starvation of the rail-
ways. In the Commissioner's report for 1934,
12 months after the Labour Government
had taken over, we find that the expendi-
ture on maintenance of Ways and Works
had increased in that -year by £58,939. We
find on page 405 of the Commissioner's re-
port for that year that he stated there
were no serious complaints about the condi-
tion of the rollingatock, but again there was
a warning issued by the Commissioner that
principally because of the lack of mainten-
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ance during the previous years and the in-
creasing age of the locomotives something
would have to he done to rectify the posi-
tion. On page 497 of the same report, under
the heading of "Belated Repairs," he says-

In May, 1933, my predecessor brought under
notice the necessity for the overtaking of
arrears in maintenance, which had occrued fol-
lowing on the postponement of all possible
maintenance work for the three previous years,
and details of such arrears were submitted
to you, together with the approximate
cost £509,000-which -would have to be ex-
pended in the next four years to bring the
asset up to the usual standard.

In the opinion of the Commissioner for Rail-
ways, the Railway Department's plant had
been allowed to slip into such condition that
it would take, even under the comparatively
cheap costs operating at that time, £509,000
to get it back to what it was prior to the
commencement of the starvation maintenance
policy. That was the estimate: £509,000 in
1934. It will be seen that the Government
of the day heeded the warning by the Com-
missioner of Railways and it placed E100,000
out of Consolidated Revenue at his disposal
to endeavour to overcome the chaotic -condi-
tions in which the railway plant had been
placed during those three years. In the
1935 report by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways we find that there had been a further
increase in the amount of money provided
for maintenance of Ways and Works. On
page 319 of the report for that year, on the
locomotive position then, he said-

One hundred and ninety-six locomotives
passed through the Workshops, of which 116
received general overhauls (including 7 con-
versions), 5 were rebuilt, 29 received heavy
repairs and 46 light repairs. The above figures
include the general overhaul of anl engine be-
longing to the State Saw Mills, and light re-
pairs to an engine the property of Running
Bros. Details of the repairs arc shown in
Appendix "E. "

Seven engines were converted from saturated
to superheated steam.

Improvements and modifications to various
classes of engines were brought into opera-
tion during the year and these will make for
more efficient working.

Broken frames in the older locomotives arc
still a matter of concern, five new frames hav-
ing been fitted.

As previously reported, a large number of
our existing engines are nearing the end of
their useful life and their continuance in ser-
vice does not make for economical working.

18s1

A number of replacements are urgently neces-
sary .A the present time, and further expen-
diture in this direction must be anticipated in
the near future.

That was in 1935. It will be seen that 198
locomotives had passed through the work-
shops and the number of employees in the
shops had increased considerably. So it is
idle for the Government, for political pur-
poses, to make the statement that it was
during the 14 years whena the Labour Gov-
ernment was in office-to which they
refer so often-the railways were allowed
to get into such a deplorable condition.
The position regarding the wagon and
brakevan stock showed a general improve-
ment, but I shall not quote the figures. The
position at the workshops indicated great
activity, a greater number of men being
employed, and the boiler position was re-
ceiving attention and was gradually being,
improved.

According- to the Comsioe' report
of 1938, the maintenance of Ways and
Works had still further improved. In 1934,
the amount expended was £552,000 and in
1935, £643,000, and a still further amount
was provided to maintain the Ways and
Wonrks Brnch. Thus, the almount was in-
creased from £480,000, which was one of
the low-expenditure years between 1930
and 1933, to £643,000 in 1938. In other
words, there was an increase in the vicinity
of 40 per cent. The locomotive stock is
dealt with on page 843 of the report, as
follows-

The number of stowed engines was reduced
by reconditioning a 1"T'' class for service, but
the remaining 10 are in such a condition that
the q uestion of scrapping them cannot he much
longer deterred.

The locomotives passing through the Work-
shops numbered 189 for the 12 months, of
which 103 received general overhauls (includ-
ing two conversions) 6 eerbuil I" given
heavy repairs and 49rcivdlgt repairs
only. Conversions from saturated to super-
heated steami were carried out in five instances.

Steady progress was made with the construc-
tion of thle new "P"' class locomotives--the
''River" class-and extremely satisfactory re-
ports hove been received in regard to those
already in service. The new locomotives are
being allotted names, in addition to numbers,
the choice of names being confined to those
prominent rivers of this State, 'and the three
engines in commission on the 30th June were
designated ia order of issue the "kshburton,'
''Avon'' and "Blackwoodi'
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This shows that, apart from an additional
couple of hundred thousand pounds made
available for the maintenance of Ways and
Works, the then Labour Government bad
put in hand a programme for the construc-
tion of locomotives. In 1936 or 1937, the
then Premier, Mr. Willeock, decided that
£100,000 should he made available out of
Consolidated Revenue annually towards
making good some of the £509,000 which
the Commissioner estimated would be neces-
sary to put the railways in reasonable work-
ing condition, because of the three years of
starvation of maintenance dluring 1930 to
1933. The position as regards the wagon
and brakevan stack also showed a slight im-
provement.

The' report of the Commissioner for 1939
shows that the maintenance of Ways and
Works had increased from £489,000 in 1933
to £667,000 ib that year. The condition of
the locomotive stock is dealt with on page
622. It is stated that the construction of
the balance of 10 "P" class engines was
completed. They had been completed in
12 months, which is in striking contrast to
the performance of the present Govern-
ment which, in the last 12 months, has not
built one locomotive at the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops. I shall suggest a possible
reason for that presently. The report
states-

Included in the total stock or 429 are 10
engines which bare been stowed for some ye-ars.
These have been closely inspected ard it is be-
yond question that at least eight will not

again be put into service. Steps are in hiand
for their demolition, nod any suitable parts
recovered will be set aside for further use-. The
condemned engines are nearly 40 Years old
.nl will he -replaced by new 4-8-2 type class
I'S" locomotives, whichi have been designed in
our drawiag office.

During the 14 years of Labour adininistra-
tion, of which we have heard so much, these
"'S" class locomotives were completed at
the 'Midland Junction Workshops in addi-
tion to quite a number of "DF"1 and
IDD" engines, for suburban use. Thus it
is clear that there was a serious deteriora-
tion of maintenance and rollingstoek dur-
ingr the years 1930 to 1933, and that an
honest and commendable attempt was made,
with considerable success, to remedy the
position between 1933 and 1939.

'But for the outbreak of war in 19.39, T
feel sure that the policy of maintaining the
condition of rollingatock and the Ways and

Works Branch would have been continued.
It has been said repeatedl y-here, on the
hustings and in every nook and corner-
that the condition of the railways when
handed over to the present Governmient in
1947 was deplorable. I say that there could
be nothing further from the truth, and the
reports of the Commissioner for. 1946, 1947
and 1948 amply bear out my contention.
The report for 1947 stated that the work
actually performed wvas greater than in the
preceding year. The train mileage run in
1946-47 was 6,727,963, which was the high-
est since the inception of railways in Weht-
emn Australia.

If the locomotive stock was in such a
deplorable condition, I put it to members,
as reasonable people: How could a reeora
mileage have been run in that year? It
has to he admitted that during the war
period, because of shortage of stail at the
workshops-many of our skilled artisans
were away with the Armed Forccs-dcsir-
able additions had not been made to the
stock, but it would have been an absolute
impossibility for a record amount of work
to be done and a record mileage to be run
if the state of the rollingstoek in the shape
of freight and passenger vehicles had been
as has been represented to us and to the
people of the State. The ton mileage of
goods and rollingstock in that year was the
highest since 1939-365,778,450 ton miles.
g9o not only was the train mileage a record
in the year in which the present Govern-
mnent tookc over from the Labour Party.
hut there was also a record of freight which
was the highest since 1939.

The (Onverament knows what brought
about the necessity to use road transport
to such an extent for the conveyance of
thix wheat harvest to the coast in the last

tw ers. In the years up to the essation
os tilities, the transport of wheat from

the hinterland wqq spread over the whole
of the year, but because' of the shortage of
shipping and the fact that advantage had
to be taken of shipping space when it was
available, a policy of bringing the wheat
down in a limited period was decided upon.
The great bulk of it was shifted during a
period of two or three months and conse-
ouentlsv even if the locomotives had been in
first-classq order, they would have been uin-
aleb to shift the wheat tonnage concentrated
into two 01' three months and attend to the
requirements of other sections of the corn-
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munity. That is mainly 'why the present
Government found it necessary to use 'road
transport to such an extent to bring wheat
down to the coast.

I shall deal now/,with the latest report
made available to us-thaC for 1948. The
train mileage run in 1947-48-two years
after the present Government took office--
was the highest sinee the inception of rail-
ways in 1881. In the previous year, despite
the claim hy the Government that the con-
dition of the rollingatock and permanent
Way was deplorable, the first year was a rec-
ord up to that time, and the train mileage
in the second year was the highest since the
inception of railways in 1881, If anyone can
tell me how a record in mileage could be
established with locomotives in the deplor-
able condition that has been represented,
then I knowv little or nothing about loco-
motive work.

Had the locomotives been in such a de-
plorable condition, one would have expected
to find a tremendous drop in the mileage.
The mileage figures, 'I believe, inclufle those
run by diesel coaches. ,These figures did not
increase during thos'e years because the
diesel coaches were being used almost to
their maximum capacity.- The general com-
plaint about the locomotive position made
so frequently inside and outside the House-
by supporters of the Government is, there-
fore, totally unjustified.

The Premier: Not only by the Govern-
ment but also by Commissioners of Rail-
-ways.

Mr. STYANTS: The report of the Com-
missioner shows that in 1948 a record train
mileage was run and that would not have
been possible had not the locomotives been
available.

The Premier: About 110 out of action at
-once!1

Mr. STYANTS: There has always been
a large number out of service. I want to
deal with that aspect and with the altered
policy df not building any at Midland Junc-
tion and not repairing others that should
never have 'been taken out of the service.

The Minister for Works: What is the
equipment at Midland Junction like, in
your view Is it still fit for the building
of enginesI

Mr. STYANTS: Engines are not* being
built there at all.

The Minister for Works: I know. Is the
equipment fit for that purpose!

Mr. STYANTS: Yes. The equipment is
capable of building the same number of
locomotives now as pre-war. It would still
be possible, it there were concentration on
the building of new locomotives, to con-
struct the average 10 to 14 that were con-
structed pre-war.

The Premier: What about the repairing
of existing Iocomotives9

Mr. STYANTS: What happened was
that a lot of engines were put out of com.-
mission-and this is in the report of the
Commissioner; it is not hearsay-and it
was, decided not to go on with construction
work but to repair many of the engines de-
clared to be unfit for use and put them back
into service again.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4 p.m.

ML~r. Brady called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. -STYANTS: I was saying that I did
not think the general complaint against the
condition of locomotives and the numher of.
locomotives was at all justified because of
the fact that record train mileages had been
run by those locomotives in the two years
immediateljy after this Government took'
office. In the 1948 report of the Commis-
sioner of Railways appears this observa-
tion:

The burden placed on locomotive. stock dur-
ing the war was accentuated by inadequate
maintenance due to priority being given to the
manufacture of munitions, etc.

That undoubtedly was the case. Probably
5P per cent, of our mechanics were away
with the Armed Forces and priorities were
given to many things. I think that the
railway management of that time did dt
truly wonderful job in maintaining the
service to the public which it did. To be
able, in those conditions, to run a train
mileage which was a record since the in-
ception of the railways in 1881 was indeed
a very meritiious performance. I want
now to deal with the statement which has'
been issued, of comparative results of work-
ing for the last five years, and to connect
this with the proposal to spend something
over £1,000,000 on new locomotives.

The Premier: How much?
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Mr. STYANTS: Something over
£1,000,000 for 35 "PR" locomotives.

The Minister for Works: And "W"
locomotives.

'Mr. STYAN VS: I think the Minis-
ter will find that the cost of 35 "PR"
locomotives will absorb over £1,000,000.
Those manufactured in the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops pie-war cost something
over £9,000 each and those imported cost
slightly over £10,000. But I think the
Premier, or the Minister for Railways, in-
formed us that the locomotives to be built
will cost something over £30,000 each. So
I am dealing with the question of the 3.5
"PR" engines.

The Premier: The 35 "PR" locomotives!
Mr. STYANTS: Yes.

The Premier: At a total estimated cost
of £1,164,584.

Mr. STYANTS: That is my recollection
of it.

The Premier: Then there is the purchase
of 40 "W" locomotives at a cost of
£1,561,700.

Mr. STYANTS: It gives an idea of the
enormous increase in the cost of locomotive
manufacture, when we realise that it has
gone from £10,000 to over £30,000. I will
deal now with certain items set out in this
five-year comparison of railway results to
show that nearly 50 per cent, of the goods
hauled by the railways have been hauled at
a loss for every ton shifted, and that the
greater the tonnage shifted, the greater is
the loss incurred by the department. The
Government will have to give consideration
to making this large group of people, who
are all in affluent circumstances, pay at least
the cost of hauling their produce.

I will deal first with the figures set out
in Appendix "H" of this report of com-
parative results. For hay, straw and chaff
it is shown that in 1948-49 the total ton-
nage hauled was 31,371 tons, the avenage
haul was about 150 miles and the total earn-
ings were £31,500. The earnings per ton
mile were 1.60d. We have the report of
the Commissioner of Railways that the aver-
age cost of haulage on the railways is 3.06d.
per ton mile, and the average earnings per
ton mile for all classes of commodities is
2.15d. The cost, as I have stated, is 3.06d.
and, though there might be a slight varia-

tion in cost for certain commodities, owing
to their compactness, I am taking the
figures shown by the Commissioner himself
for the purposes of this comparison. Ac-
cording to the figures in the Commissionerss
report, I find that 31,371 tons of hay, straw
and chaff were hauled at a cost of £59,000,
the loss being £C27,449 and the loss per ton
on a 150-mile haul was 17s. 6d. That
shows that the loss on every ton of
hay, straw or chaff hauled was 17s. 6d. over
an average haul of 150 miles. Hay, straw
and chaff amounted to only 1.15 per cent-
of the total goods hauled by the railways.

I come next to wheat, which constituted
a much greater percentage of the total
freight carried. Wheat cardied amounted
to 18.63 per cent, of the total freight hauled
by the railways. Appendix "H1" of the re-
port shows that 509,786 tons of wheat were
cardied, the average haul being 136.93 miles.
The total earnings were £373,795 and the
earnings per ton mile 1.29d. From that we
can imagine the enormous loss incurred by
the department in hauling wheat. For each
ton of wheat hauled an average distance of
146 miles, the Railway Department made a
loss of 19s. The earnings from shifting the
509,000 odd tons of wheat wcre £373,795
and the cost of earning that amount was
E859,000, the loss being £E485,000 last year.
In spite of that, we find payable passenger
trains from Kalgoorlie--in the shape of the
main express-being curtailed, according to,
the advice the Chief Traffic Manager's office
gave me, in order to provide locomotive
power to bring down the 288,000 tons of
wheat which at that time still remained in
the country districts of the State.

I will deal now with the alarming posi-
tion existing with regard to fertilisers.
Quoting again from Appendix "H1" of the
report I find that 233,815 tons of fertilisers
were hauled last year, the average haul be-
ing 148.07 miles. The total earn 'Ings were
£83,865 and the earnings per mile 59d. per
ton, the cost being 3.06d. Therefore, fer-
tilisers, which constituted 8.54 per cent, of
the total tonnage hauled by our railways
showed a loss, on the average haul of 146
miles, of 29s. 4<1. per ton. The earnings
were £83,865, and to earn that sum the
cost was £422,865. Therefore, the loss on
the haulage of fertilisers was £339,000.
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With regard to grain and special grain
class other than wheat, chaff, etc., we find
that the tonnage hauled was 195,046, the
average distance of haul being 129.76 miles.
The total earnings were £147,637 and the
earnings per mile 1.40d., as against a
general cost of haulage of 3.06d. Again, if
we make further calculations we find that
with respect to the grain and special grain
class other than wheat, chaff, etc., which is
7.13 per cent. of the total average haulage
by the railways, the system loses 17s. 4d. per
ton on every ton hauled the average distance
of 136 miles. Thus it would appear that
to earn £147,637 it cost £317,637, showing
a total loss of £170,000 on the deal.

Another item is closely reated to those I
*have discussed and it comes under the head-

ing of "Miscellaneous, including minerals
*and ores." I find that the bulk of the haul-

age under this heading consists of pyrites
from Norseman, which commodity is used
in the manufacture of fertilisers. Therefore,
when I refer to minerals and ores, I do not
want members to think that the item refers
mainly to ore hauled to State batteries or
elsewhere for the purposes of prospectors
and miners. We find that under this head-
ing 226,985 tons were hauled, the average
haul being 187 miles, and on this undertak-
ing the earnings amounted to £140,710, or
.89d. per ton per mile. Is it any wonder
that the railways are losing £E2,50,000? In
the aggregate the percentages for these high
class items of the description I have men-
tioned, show that the haulage involved
is 44.74 per cent, or almost half of the total
haulage of the railways. We find that the
earnings amounted to £736,000 and the ex-
penditure involved £2,126,000, disclosing a
loss of £1,340,000.

In the circumstances, members can readily
understand why the railways have lost the
vast amount disclosed in the financial re-
turns. This is something to which any Gov-
ernment must necessarily give serious con-
sideration. The freight rates imposed on
the commodities I have mentioned were fixed
when the primary producers were having a
particularly had time and had to accept a
price for their products that was by no
means payable. In fact, in those days it
was difficult to get buyers for their produce
at any price at all. During the last few
years the primary producers have been on

the crest of the wave of prosperity and have
enjoyed famine prices for their products.
While I would not be a strong advocate of
their being made to pay over and above
what it is actually costing the State today,
I do not think it would be unreasonable to
compel them to pay at least the cost of haul-
age of goods in respect of which they have
been receiving such high prices. If we com-
pare freijht rates with those coming under
the heading of "C" class, comprising the
principal commodities used in an average
household, we will find what injustice is
being done.

Under the heading of "C" class goods,
the average earning per ton mile is almost
4d., which, of course, pays and provides
the railways with a profit, which is in con-
tradistinction to the .59 per ton mile re-
ceived on account of fertilisers, 1.9d. for
wheat and 1.6d. for hay, straw and chaiF.
I certainly think there is a case to he made
out if the taxpayers of the State aretofn
in the immediate future somethinfg like
V2,300,000 for the purpose of securing new
locomotives and other rollingstoek to haul
goods in order to provide the primary pro-
ducers with a better service than they have
enjoyed in the past. There is also a good]
ease to be made out for requesting the pri-
mary producers to pay at least the cost price
in connection with those services.

The Minister for Housing: The cost of
hauling super. and pyrites is less than the
cost of hauling small goods.

Mr. STYANTS: If the Minister had been
present to hear the commencement of my
comparison he would have heard me state
that when I made out these estimates I took
the average earnings as set out by the Com-
missioner of Railways at 2.15d. and'the cost
3.06d. per ton mile, but that in connection
with ,certain commodities, hecause of their
compactness, the cost of haulage would he
less than 3.06d. I pointed out that never-
theless it would not be reduced to anything
like the amount which would be represented
by the cost of the haulage of those commo-
dities. On the five principal commodities
affecting primary production, the railways
are losing £1,349,000 on haulage and the per-
centage haulage of those five classes to the
total haulage of the department is 43.74.
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I would like to have discussed some other
features in connection with the railway man-
agement, but there is one to which I shall
revert. I have in mind the number of en-
g.ines withdrawn from traffic three or four
years ago. The Commissioner has now de-
cided-I do not refer to the present Com-
missioner, but san dealing with the Commis-
sioner's report for last year-to endeavour
to put a large number of those loco-
motives hack on the road and to dis-
continue the policy of building new
-engines. In arriving at that determination
he was possibly influenced by the fact that
in the near future we shall be taking de-
livery of locomotives ordered three years
ago and also some "W" class engines for
light railway haulage early next -year.
From answers to questions asked by myself
and other members during the course of the
present session, I find that during the year
13efore last at the Midland Junction Work-
shops five locomotives were built while last
year not one was constructed, although the
capacity of the plant there is the same now
as it was Pre-war. On the other hand,
accordin-g to the Commissioner's statement,
the department has decided to recondition a
number of the locomotives that were with-
drawn from traffic during the Inst three or
four years.

Thus the question presents itself -whether
those locomotives were in such a condition
;that they should have been taken off traffic,
in which case a vast amount of capital
represented in those engines may have been
lying idle on back roads at Midland June-
ltion for that extended period. It is either
that or it is a question of whether they were
in such a condition that they should have
been taken off traffic seeing that they can
now he -reconditioned and put back on traffic.
The very fact that these engines are now
capable of being reconditioned and brought
to a -state that will enable theta to he put
back on traffic, with tin anticipated reason-
able performance in service, is an indication
either that the originat policy was wrong
and the department should have gone on
'building new locomotives, or that it was
entirely wrong to have taken those engines
off the track years ago if they can now he
-reconditioned and put back on traffic.

it-The Minister for Works: Have you a
personal view as to which is the right way.

Mr. STYANTS: No. I have nof the
information nor the materials at my dis-
posal to enable me to form a reasoned
opinion on the problem. But it must be
one or the other.

The Minister for Works: One thing is
certain. Reconditioning them would serve
to retard the programme and delay the
building of new locomotives.

Mr. STYANTS: But there should be a
happy medium. Before the war and par-
ticularly during- the disastrous three years
from 1930 to 1933 when locomotives were
allowed to deteriorate to such a poor condi-
tion, when Ways and Works maintenance,
re-sleepering and everything else associated
with the railways was allowed to lapse into
a deplorable condition, it was not possible
to build a number of locomotives.

From 1933 to 1939 they built 14 or 15
"PP" class engines, five "S" class and a
number of other class engines. Thus it
would have then been possible, as I think it
is possible now, to have adopted a happy
medium by which a certain number of loco-
motives could have been constructed and a
certain number reconditioned. We have to
admit-I have drawn the attention of mem-
bers to the fact on many occasions during
the last 10 or 12 years--that the average
economic life of a locomotive is 30 years.
M~any of our engines arc over 50 years of
age and most of them are over 30 years.

Recognising the span of the economically
workable lie of an engine, we have to
agree that our locomotives are getting too
old; and that is why it might have been a
better proposition to build new engines
than to endeavour to patch up the
existing ones. Nevertheless the department
has decided on its policy. With the policy
of regeneration and the arrival of a number
of new locomotives, we should improve the
position in the future so that our ordinary
haulage requirements and tractive power
should be fairly adequately met, particu-
larly in view of the fact that, as will be
seen if members refer to the Commissioner's
reports for 1946-47 and 1947-48, 'record
mileages were run by the existing rolling-
stock compared with what was recorded for
any year from the inception of the depart-
mnent in 1881.

If the locomotives were in such a state
that they could rum record train mileages,
then it is hard to imagine they were in the

2508



2500127 SEPTEMBER, 1949.]

deplorable condition claimed by the present
Government when it took office. If they
are in that condition, then it is due,
in my humble opinion, to Jack of proper
maintenance during the past two years.
Possibly, too, the department has been run-
ning the wheels off the engines to cover the
additional train mileage required, without
the necessary maintenance being under-
taken.

MR. MURRAY (Bunbury) [4.301: Some
remarks I shall have to pass could well have
been made on the debate on the General
Estimates, but owing to the verbal
marathons that took place when these wero
discussed, I refrained from adding my con-
tribution. My view is that propos in West-
ern Australia will be governed by the avail-
ability of electrical and water supply, plus
population. This Government, as Well as
previous Governments, can be commended
in some degree for the work that has been
done to supply water and electricity. It is
pleasing to note the amount set aside in the
Loan Estimates for the comingr year for
those purposes. My regret is that no pro-
vision seems to he made for an examination
of proposals for hjlro-eleetric power. I
know the view is generally taken that hydro-
electric power cannot be developed econom-
ically unless there are snow-clad hills and
large areas of water to call on. But in
Western Australia we have two waterways

.of which some examination should be made
and I think the expense would be justified.
One is the Murray River which flows through
Pinjarra; the other is Ellis Creek, a water-
way whvich flows through Nannup. Ellis
Creek could serve a douable purpose; it could
be used for providing electricity and also
for ,irrigation.

The 'Murray River presents a higger prob-
lem, ds much of the water that enters it
from feeder streams from the lake country
is salt. That problem would have to be
examined before a decision was reached as to
whether the water, after being used for the
generation of electricity, could be made
available for irrigation. However, if that
difficulty could be overcome, then the area
between Waroona and Serpentine could be
irrigated very economically. Unfortunately,
the Premier is not in his place at the
moment, burt I point out there is a large

area of fertile land which could be developed
and 'which would add handsomely to the
State's economy.

Members who have w atched the expansion
of irrigation in the South-West will readily
appreciate just what this additional area
would mean to our overall economy. At this
stage, may T interpose that I have cause
for concern over the fact that the State has
not received a just share of the added value
of the holdings in those areas? Amenities
and public utilities have been provided at
huge capital cost, but landholders are prone
to accept these as a due, without recognis-
ing the State's right to a share in the un-
earned increment.

If projects such as these are to be under-
taken by the State then those who benefit
by them must be prepared to pay a reason-
able amount for-them. In case it might be
assumed that I am merely suggestng the
farmer should pay for water and so on, that
is not so, as many other facilities are pro-
vided throughout the State and people winp
receive the benefit of the resultant unearned
increment should undoubtedly pay for these
privileges. Recently, I asked a question of
the Minister for Forests, as follows.

What was the area and purtilase price of
land North-East of Pindalup purchased from
Hedges' estate to maintain production at the
Holyoake State Mill?

That land was sold by the State to Mr.
Hedges, before the Forests Act was passed,
at about 4s. 2d. an-acre. Members can work
out for themselves what the total price was.
The area in question is 5,454 acres and the
price whidh the Government paid for it was
£79,083, roughly, £14 6is. an acre. There is
some justification probably for the Govern-
ment again taking over the land and making
it a State forest, which I presume has been
done, because it is part of a large tract of
good jarrah country lying in the centre of
the jarrab belt of that part of the State. It
is questionable wvbether the same action should
not be taken in other areas of the South-
West. This is not the only area which Mr.
Hedges purchased for about 4s. 2d. per acre.
Over a long period of years he drew roy-
alties amounting to an enormous sum; but
he was never compelled to fence one acre
of the land. This is an instance which proves
that it is not only the farmer who benefits
from the unearned increment on account
of facilities provided by the State.
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I notice that the Government has given
some indication in the Loan Estimates that
it realises the Bunhury-Perth line is very
much overloaded. From the Premier's state-
ment, it would appear that it is the Govern-
ment's intention to overcome the difficulty
by partial duplication, plus electrification of
the system. From d iscussions I have had
with railway people I think that the diffi-
culty will to a large degree be overcome by
renecdying some of the faults between Bun-
bury and Perth. But we have a grxeater
problem than the haulage between Perth and
Bunbury. We have the problem of the haul-
Age of our coal supplies, if we develop the
coalmines at Collie as we visualise today.
There is the South Fremantle power station,
the Geraldton power scheme, which expects
to use coal if it does not use oil, and there
is the supply for the whole of the Gold-
fields.

A company has been set up which ex-
pects to take 300,000 tons of coal a year
for use on the Goldfields. I would say that
the South Fremantle power scheme will re-
quire another 300,000 tons. What Gerald-
ton expects to take I do not know, but
those huge quantities of coal cannot be
hauled over the present line between Collie
and Perth. Apparently no consideration
has been given to the questiona of shipping
coal from Bunbury direct to South Fre-
mantle for the power house there, and to
£speranee for the Goldfields. It seems
natural to me that it would be better to
utilise the ihofl run to Bunbury for the
carriage of this huge quantity of coal than
to try to haul it over the Perth-Bunbury
line, and thence to the Goldfields. Of course,
the Goldfields Supply would go via Collie-
Narrogin, but that line is also congested
and there is the difficulty in connection with
the supply of trucks.

If the coal were shipped, it would mean
supplying tipping coal trucks, which arc
comparatively easy to handle. It would also
mean a shuttle service between Bunbury
and Collie. Something will have to be done
to increase the traffic on that line; it may be
necessary to lay a new line altogether via
Wellington Mills to Bunbury. Such a line
would he justified if it were intended to
ship coal to the various destinations I
have mentioned, but otherwise it would not
be justified. If it be suggested that the
Railway Commissioners have too much on

their hands at present in dealing with the
rehabilitation of the present system to per-
mit of their giving consideration to new
lines, I still maintain that the coal required
for the South Fremantle power station, the
Goldfields and Geraldton could be shipped
from Bunbury and, if necessary, a road
could be constructed along the route I have
suggested for road haulage and in prepara-
tion for the railway line at some future
date.

In regard to the congestion on the Bun-
bury-Perth line and in Bunbury itself, as
well as between Pieton and Bunbury, I
would recommend the Minister for Works to
send, with his compliments, a copy of Cal.
Tydexnan's report to the Minister for Rail-
ways and the three new Commissioners, al-
though probably he had better defer doing
so until the diagrams are attached to it. It
is unfortunate that the report on harbour
development does not contain diagrams, be-
cause laymen would experience some diffl-
culty in understanding to what the Colonel
refers. He is scathing in his criticism of
the shuting facilities prodided in that
area.

Any comment of mine on these Loan Esti-
mates would be incomplete unless I men-
tioned the Bunbury Harbour development
scheme. I regret that so much delay Oe-
curred in making available Col. Tydeman's
report not only to the House but also to
those persons who wish to comment on it.
I have sighted it and therefore can comment
on it to some degree; but it is unfair for
members to be given a report such as that
today and then be expected to comment
on it at once. The report is of some length.

The Minister for Works: The state of
affairs at the Government Printing Works
has been the cause of the delay.

Mr. MURRAY: I am sorry I cannot agree
with the 'Minister. I again stress that the
report does not contain the diagrams, as
these are essential to a complete under-
standing of certain sections of the report.

The Mrinister for Works: In future
issues the diagrams will Of course be
supplied.

Mr. MURRAY:- I am particularly
pleased about one part of the report and I
would say that the member for Northam
would also be pleased with it. Col. Tyde-
man's report is a complete vindication of
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Mr. Stephenson young's plan for the in-
itial stages of the Bunbury Harbour
scheme. In only one small way has Col.
Tydeman departed from Mr. Stephenson
Young's plan, and that is with respect to
the position of the dam in the estuary,
whether it should be at Mill Point or nearer
td the harbour. On the whole, I think
Stephenson Young can be proud that Tyde-
man, who has had worldwide experience,
and who examined this problem in all its
ramifications, has backed him up in every
shape and form. It is pleasing to Dote that,
according to the Tydeman report, the
secondary stage can, if industrial progress
warrants it, be developed immediately, in
connection with the work that has already
heen done. While Tydezuan mentioned
such industries as charcoal-iron, chemicals
and the like, I regret that he made no men-
tion of Brasserts.

I am also sorry that the Minister did
not say, when he was dealing with Brasserts.
the other night, that, while it is not defi-
nite that that Rim has chosen Bunbury as
the site of its future operations if it decides
to come to Western Austiralia, it is well
known that any, heavy industry must have
a port base, and that Bunbury was the port
which Brasserts examined. Brasserts' idea
was to use Collie suul.

Hon. A. A. IML Covericy: Did not they in-
spect Albany?

Mr. MURRAY: Not to my knowledge.
Getting- hack to the Tydeman report and
its late arrival, the Minister and the Gov-
ernment should realise that the Bunbury
people are still unconvinced as to what the
Government is doing in this connection.
Harbour development is one of the most
unspectacular things that any Government
can undertake. That applies more to Bun-
bury than to other places, because the main
job there at the moment is to dump stone
into the sea. Once it goes in, there is very
little to be seen by anybody. 'Many weekis
of tireless effort can he spent in trying to
fill up the sea. So, the sooner due publicity
is given to the Tydeman report, and people
know what the Government intends to do,
the better for the Government and the State
generally,

In connection with education, I see that
a considerabe amount of money is to be
spent on buildings, etc. . I regretted, long
before I came into Parliament, that edn-.

cation was more or less a Cinderella port-
folio in all Governments. There was never
any money to spend on education over and
above what was needed for teachers'
salaries. Fortunately, this position was
changed when the previous Government
chose the member for North-East Fremantle
to be Minister for Education. But I would
Bay that even he suffered through a short-
age of money. A Minister cannot do much
unless he has some tinanee. Now that the
portfolio has been handed to a senior Min-
ister, I hope the State can look forward
to education taking its rightful place in the
Government's spending. It is one of our
most important portfolios, ann it is good
to se that it is in the hands of a senior
Minister. There is, however, a lot of lee-
way to be made up and many difficulties
to be faced. There will be competition be-
tween housing, public works generally and
education. While there is leeway to be
made up, we can feel some sense of satis-
faction in the progress that has been made
so far. Housing is also covered in the Loan
Estimates.

In congratulating the Government on the
appointment of a full-time chairman of the
Housing Commission, I must say it is long
delayed. Still, better late than never. The
appointment of a full-time chairman will
not of itself overcome the present serious
position. Tjnless there is full realisation by
local authorities--they are the bugbears in
many. ceses-sawmillers, brick manufac-
turers, contractors, building trades em-
ployees, and employers generally, of this
period of national emergency, the position
will not improve. Unless these people get
down to a proper approach to the question,
I fail to see how any Government can over-
come the problem. In my view, one of the
greatest tragedies of the housing position
is the lack of humanity which emanates
from the State Housing Commission itself.
Whether it is due to the fact that all mem-
bers of the State Housing Commision-I
do not mean just the seven members of the
Commission but all the employees, too--
are comfortably housed and therefore have
no housing problem and so do not know
what it is to suffer this way, I am
aware that they do not know when
a hardship ease is a hardship and when it
is not. If a person who lives for two years
in a camp on the Toreahore, with a wife
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and four children in a 10 x 12 tent is not
A hardship case, then I do not know what
is.

Coupled with the question of housing is
that of. decentralisation. I anm satisfied that
both the Government and the Opposition are
sincere in their suggestion that deeentralisa-
tion is the only policy under which Western
Australia can progress. But what I do say,
in regard to the present Government, is
that it has failed to give any lead to the
Housing Commission in this rebpect. In
Bunbury, where industrial development is
expected, and from where the State Elee-
tricity Commission is fanning out, and the
harbour workl are in progress, no-yrovi-
sion is made to house the people concerned
iii those undertakings. The State Housing
Commission certainly started with a pro-
gramme to provide houses for the local
people, but there is no special provision for
the added development which could come
with industrial expansion. I saw where
the Housing Commission -was commencing
to build houses in Albany for the married
people employed in connection with the
trawlers. It is also known that at Collie
a person tan get a permit just on applica-
tion. There is a live house-building pro-
gramme at that centre, Some 35 houses
are being provided for the Ricena works
which are not yet established. But in a
place like Bunbury, where it is expected
that huge development will fake place,
nothing has been done to provide housing
to meet that development.

I asked some questions last week, and the
answers bore out a statement I had made
several times. The Premier and the Minister
will say that more houses are being built
in Bunbury than in any other country town.
That may he so with respect to Common-
wealth-State rental homes, but those homes
are not the whole problem. For every such
house built in Bunburv, I would say that at
least two private permits have been lost. If
nothing further is done by this Government
to provide for proposed industrial develop-
ment, we shall find that in places like Bun-
bury the needs of the local people wili be
badly retarded by the influx of key person-
nel. In my view, the Housing Commission
should adopt a far more ourageoulS policy
for country districts. We shall otherwise
find them embarrassed because of an ever-

growing rush to the metropolitan area,
which is not good for the State, and it will
not solve our problem.

We have heard a lot during this session,
both in the House and outside-and there is
no doubt this question has some bearing on
the State expenditure position and on loan
expenditure-of the 40-hour week. Person-
ally, I am rather tired-and I think num-
bers of others are, too-of hearing the con-
tinual harping on the 40-hour week. We
must realise that whatever ha~s been said
about the introduction of the 40-hour week
being premature, it has been written into
our economy by the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court and any groaning or com-
plaining about it will not help the position
one iota. There are many things in our cost
of living' today that have little or no' re-
lation to the vexed problem of the 40-hour
week. Take the cost of cattle and sheep on
the hoof! The cost of those two animals on
the hoof has very little bearing on the
40-hour week.

The other evening-about a fortnight
ago--the member for North-East Fremantle
suggested increasing the royalty on timber
p~roduction in Western Australia; and the
Minister agreed it should be done. I am with
the member for North-East Fremantle in
the view that there is room for an increase
in royalties as long as we realise the effect
it will have on all classes of buiklings. Just
an all-round increase in royalties will not
help the position which was then under dis-
cussion-that was in connection with over-
sea export of timber. Uf the royalty is in-
creased by 5s. it will mean an extra 15s. per
load in the square for housebuilding and
the like. Timber has already been increased
in price and that increase was blamed on to
the 40-hour week. I wonder, if an increase
in royalties is granted, whether that in-
creased price will be blamed on the 40-hour
week too. I noticed in answer to a question
in another place, that Whittaker's have ob-
tained a timber concession in the Toodyay
district. The royalty is flied at £1 Is. 3d.
per load, cutting jarrah and waadoo. Unless
that timber is of exceptionally good quality,
before an axe is put into the tree it will
cost the consumers and the housebuiljlers
£3 per load in the square.

I believe that the time has come for a
full examination into the cause of the
vicious spiral of rising costs. A Thet-finding,
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examination is necessary so that- the Gov-
ernment and the public can be satisfied that
there is some real justification for our pres-
ent ever-rising price structure. Many things
affeet the rising costs and until some exam-
inatio'n of the position is made and a public
statement issued I do not think anybody
will be satisfied that the present high prices,
in many cases, are justified.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: Apparently the
Government is quite satisfied with the posi-
tion,

Mr. MURRAY: Members will appreciate
that this large-scale works programme, visu-
alised by the Loan expenditure, cannot suc-
cessfully be undertaken without iner~ased
production. Towards that end, I suggest
that the Government, in conjunction with
lplvq 'te enterprise, should examine the ques-
ain of profit-sharing, incentive payments

aithe system of co-partnership in indus-
try with a view to encouraging increased
production. Unless something is done along
those lines we will not he able successfully
to combat the ever-growing tendency
towards socialisation.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Dlon't you believe in
socialisatioski

Mr. MURRAY: No, I do not. The em-
ployers of Australia have a big slice of the
responsibility in this matter. Sound employer
and employee relationships can only come
about by mutual trust end mutual good-
fellowship when all men take the trouble to
understand one another1 Only when fore-
men and managers are chosen on their abil-
ity to handle their fellow human beings, wilt
we reach the road to increased production.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (&ortham)
[5.5]:- The estimated Loan expenditure for
the current financial year is more than
£12,000,000. That is certainly a very large
sum of money for a State like Western
Australia, with its small population, to
spend in one financial year. Last year the
total expenditure was only £3,818,000. It
will be seen therefore that it is proposed
to spend this financial year nearly four
times as rmuch Loan money as the Govern-
ment was able to expend last year. It is
well known that the ability of the Govern-
ment' to expend Loan money is governed to
a very large extent by the availability of
labour and materials. The labour position

has been improving, fairly slowly, over the
last twelve months, mainly due to the
policy of the Commonwealth Government,
supported by State Governments, in bring-
ing to Australia migrants from other coun-
tries of the world. I read in "The West
Australian" about two weeks ago, where
a spokesman for the Commonwealth Em-
ployment Service in this State said that un-
skilled labour was now practically un-
limited.

The Premier: Do you think that is so?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKtE: I have not found
it to be so.

The Premier: Neither have I.
Ron. 'A. R. G. HAWKE:- And, I doubt

very much whether it is so. However, the
statenment' was made publicly. I do not
know whether the Premier, or any of his
Ministers, have checked the position with
the Commonwealth Employment Service in
Perth. If they have not done so, then I
suggest that they have an early check made
because we do not want a situation to de-
velop in Western Australia where the
volume of unskilled labour forthcoming is
greater than the existing number of jobs for
such labour, and greater than the number
of jobs likely to be made available from
year to year. If such a position were allow-
ed to develop it would not only be bad for
the migrants, and any dependents they
might have--and it would also give Aus-
tralia, including this Stat;, a very bad ad-
vertisement in the coun~tries from which
those peopie came-but it would create a
difficult situation for our own unskilled
wvorkers who might find the competition for
unskilled jobs so severe as to render many
of them unemployed.

The Premier: I do not think 'we have
reached that position yet; not by a long
way.

'Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not think
so either, hut an official statement was
given to and published in "The West Aus-
tralian" newspaper only 10 days ago. The
statement claimed that the supply of un-
skilled labour now available in this State
was practically unlimited. I am anxious
that the Premier himself, or through one-of

hs 'Ministers, should have an early check
made in connection with that statement.

The Minister for Works: Under whose
authority was the announcement made?
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The Premier: The Commonwealth.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I understand
that the Premier considers much more Loan
money will be expended this financial year
than was actually expended during the last
financial year, the reason being that the
Government will have to meet very heavy
overaca commitments covering large scale
purchases being made abroad in connection
with several State undertakings, particu-
larly the Railway Department and the State
Electricity Commission. in addition, this
State will, during this financial year, pur-
chase a great deal of other goods from
other countries, including Japan. Some of
the goods to be purchased from other couni-
tries of the world are those which before
the war were manufactured in sufficient
quantity within Australia to meet the full
Australian' demaiada. In my opinion it is
extremel?* unfortunate that Australian in-
dusties, which met demands in hill before
the war, are not in a position today to do
ihe same thing.

In his speech the member for Bunbury
referred to the vexed discussions which
arise as a result of the introduction'and
operatio n, within Australia, of the 40-hour
week. Hie told us that there is a tendency
on the part of many public men, and other;,
to blame every disability and every econo-
mic ill existing within Australia on to the
operation of the 40-hour week. I think there
is a lot in the contention he put forward.
Nevertheless, there is room for serious
thought and consideration in thV situation
which has arisen in Australia. since the war.
Western Australia is not the only State that
is importing on a large scale goods from
other countries. On examination I think it
would be found that all Australian States,
and the Commonwealth Government, are do-
ing the same thing. To the extent to which
goods are! being imported into Australia-
where before the war thp~se goods were manu-
factured in full and supplied -within Aus-
tralia-the Australian industries arc suffer-
ing and our ability to absorb migrants into
profitable production is also suffering.

I think we are suffering in production in
Australian industries as a result of j
legacy which remains from the war period.
During that period the cost-plus system of
production was introduced into many indus-
tries in Australia andi the Commonwealth
Government purchased great quiantities of

war requirements on that basis. Every mem-
ber probably knows that not every indus-
trialist in Australia played the game to-
wards Australia during the period when that
system was operating. I know, of my own
experience, that seeral manifacturers took
undue advantage of the situation and made
a welter of the fact that it was easy to
obtain money from the Commonweal' th GDov,-
ernment by the cost-pius system of produc-
tion by "plussing-up" every eonceivable
item of cost which they were capable of in-
venting.

I think the example set by unpatriotic
and bad employers during those years had
a hat effect on employees in factories and
workshops. They saw clearly what was go-
ing on. They knew that the Commonwealth
Government and the people of Australia
were being exploited andi workers developed
an outlook which was a very bad one, tak-
ing the long-range view, and some of them
at any rate followed the lead of the em-
ployers to whom I have referred. Aft.
the war ended all too- many employers
developed a practice of trying to avoid the
paying of as much taxation as they would
have had to pay had they -worked their in-
dustries to the fullest extent n~cesarv to
meet the demands for the products which
their industries were manufacturing.

Here, too, every member of the Commit-
tee might know from experience of indus-
tries which slackened off production de-
liberately during the last three months or
so of each financial year. That was done
not because there were no orders for the
goods available, but because the manufac-
turers concerned were anxious to keep down
to the lowest possible figure the amount of
taxation which they would be called upon
to pay to the Commonwealth Govornrnent.
That was going slow in the worst sense of
the term. It was equally as bad as any
action on the part of an industrialist or
worker to do less than a fair day's work
for a fair day's pay. It was as bad as the
staging of a strike by workers in industry.
because it had the same detrimental effect
upon the ination's production and it kept in
existence for a much longer period than was
necessary an acute s-hortage of essential
goods required by Governments ond by the
community generally within Australia.

The workers employed in the industries1
where these manufacturers did those things
knew why production was being retarded
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by their employers, and it was only natural
that the workers should adopt an outlook
and a state of mind which were detrimental,
to some extent, to the rate of production
of the commodities under review. -When
those things take place they make an ex-
tremely deep impression upon the minds of
those who see them and upon the minds of
those associated with them. Those impres-
sions are so deep as to cause them to re-
main for a very long period. I think it can-
not be emphasised too much that wealth
production can come only from human ef-
fort. Scientists and inventors have de-
veloped marvellous machines with the pass-
ing of the years and those machines have
greatly aided the production of goods, but
.no scientist or inventor has yet been able to
create or bring into existence a machine
which will make it unnecessary for human
beings to work any more.

There is still great necessity for human
labour and people generally can only ex-
pect to have and enjoy a reasonable stan-
dard of living if the required amount of
human effort is put into the production of
those goods necessary to give people that
standard. As time goes on it is my hope that
all those employers who have gone slow
with production in recent years for one rea-
son or another, and all workers who might
have done the same, will come to realise that
that sort of action and that sort of policy
have a boomerang effect upon industry gen-
erally. I think we are suffering some of the
boomerang effect today by the fact that
Governments in Australia are now com-
pelled to import from other countries of the
world goods which the industries of Aus-
tralia are capable of producing, and should
in fact be producing at this time in greater
quantities than is the case.

[Mr. Hill tookc the Chair.]

The Premier: Is not the shortage of ma-
terial the main reason there? Take steel
products, for instance! Shortage of labour
has been, of course, a factor too.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think that
shortage of labour has been the greatest
single factor because scarcity of labour on
the coalfields has been responsible for coal
production not being higher. In addition, of
course, there have been the industrial
troubles on the New South Wales coalfields,
and they have played a major part in re-
,ducing coal production and thus making it

more difficult for Australian industries to
step up the volume of their production.
However, I have been dealing briefly with
the special aspect of the loss of production
in Australian industries, which could have
been avoided if the employers concerned had
not adopted a very selfish policy of trying
to benefit themselves financially irrespective
of what the result was to Governments and
the community generally.

The Premier: What industries would
they be?

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: There are a
number of them. I could, if the Premier
desired, mention some manufacturers in this
city of Perth, who, in recent years, have
slackened off production towards the end
of each financial year to avoid the larger
amount of taxation to the Commonwealth
which they would have had to pay if their
Production had been kept at full pressure
during the whole of the financial year. I
am sure, too, the Premier knows some of
them. It applies, not only to manufacturers,
but also to a number of farmers and pas-
toratasts. It might even apply to at least
one Minister on the Treasury bench. When
I have h~ard of these instances of wealthy
people slackening off production in the
industries which they control to avoid pay-
ment of taxation to the Commonwealth, I
have come to the conclusion that they have
an extremely narrow outlook on Australia
as a whole, because by their actions they
have placed their own selfish financial posi-
tion above and beyond the importance of
the welfare of Australia as a whole.

I hope that with the passing of time, and
with the passing of not very much more of
it, Australian industries will reach a greater
level of Production and will be able to
supply more essential requirements of Gov-
ernments and the community in Australia.
It is only by increasing production in that
way that we can add to our internal
wealth and out of that give people generally
a better standard of living. It is only by
that way, too, that we can hope profitably
to absorb the migrants already here and the
additional migrants who wvill be coming
here from year to year. It would be a most
regrettable and criminal thing if we were
to find in a year or two that the net result
of bringing large numbers of migrants to
Australia was to establish an unemployed
army because industries generally were not
able profitably to absorb these people.
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I notice an amount of £3,534,529 is pro-
vided in these Loan Estimates for the exten-
sion of electricity supplies within the State.
That is an extremely large sum of money.
But I think every penny of it is justified
and wilt be needed if we are to bring our
electric power undertakings to the stage
that everyone of us would desire to see them
reach. It is unfortunate that the machinery
which will have to be produced for these
undertakings, as with most other State
undertakings, is now exceptionally high in
price compared with the pre-war level.
I think people in the metropolitan
area have now come to accept somewhat
philosophically the frequent breakdowns
which are occurring at the East Perth power
house. If they are not, they have not yet
done anything very serious to the Minister
for Electricity who seems to be accepting
the position in an extremely peaceful way.
I think there would be some justification for
the setting up of a Royal Commission of
experts to investigate what has happened at
East Perth dluring the last nine months or
a longer period if deenmed wise. Break-
downs this year have been so frequent as not
only to give headaches to ordinary
consumers but also to deal very serious
blows at industries depending on the East
Perth power house for the supply of elec-
trical energy.

The Premier: We are trying to obtain some
expert advice outside the State. Do not you
think that would serve as- well its a Royal
Commission?

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: If the Premier
can get the right sort of expert who is pre-
pared to investigate the whole matter thor-
oughly, it might meet the situation: During
the last Christmas and New Year holidays,
the 25,000 kilowatt generator was taken down
and subjected to a complete overhaul. When
the generator came under load again, every-
one expected that it would function satis-
factorily for at least 12 months. However,
it functioned for only a few days and again
broke down completely.

The Minister for Works: That is the un-
certainty which we have always to look for.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not pre-
pared to accept the Minister's statement. It
was shown clearly that the work of com-
plete overhaul had not been satisfactorily
carried out. If the Minister will east his

mind back to that period, he will recall that
he and I had a controversy in "The West
Australian" newspaper regarding the matter.

The iMinister for Works: Give me the
month and year of the breakdown. I want
to be sure. We have had so many of them.

Hon. A. R. G. HA WKE: Had the M[inister
listened with any degree of care to what I
said a few minutes ago he would have heard
my statement, that the overhaul took place
during the last Christmas and New Year
holidays, so obviously I am referring to the
period immediately following the comple-
tion of that overhaul, which would he in
January of this year. The truth about the
failure of the authorities properly to carry
out that overhaul has never been made pub-
lie, but first-hand information has been made
available to a number of men by employees
at the power station.

The Premier: Are they all experts? Are
they capable of giving an opinion on such a
matter*

Hon. A. R. C. HAWKE: They are cap-
able of knowing when an overhaul or vepair
job has; been properly carried out, and there
is no doubt at all that the overhaul during
the last Christmas and New Year holidays
was carried out in an incomplete, faulty and
dangerous fashion. I place the blame for
this upon the shoulders of the Government
and the responsible authorities. The over-
haul was carried out without there being
present during the period of overhaul anyone
possessed of sufficient expert knowledge and
experienee to ensure that the job would be
fully and expertlv~done.

The Premier: What about the general
manager? le is regarded as one of the
most expert men in Australia.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not wish
to discuss the qualifications of the present
general manager, but I say quite frankly
that he is not capable of expertly and thor-
oughly carrying out the type of overhaul
which that 2.5,000 kilowatt generator was
subjected to during the last Christmas and
New Year holidays. As a matter of fact,
very few experts in Australia are capable
of supervising a vital job of that sort. If I
remember rightly, Mr. Taylor, during the
period he was general manager at the power
house always engaged the services of an ex-
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pert from the Eastern States to he present
to supervise the carrying out of an overhaul
of that description.

The Premier: An expert was brought from
the Eastern States.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When?

The .Premier: An expert winder was
brought over during the Christmas break-
down.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- No, the Premier
is quite wrong. An expert from Sydney rep-
resenting Parsons & Co. Ltd. was brought
to Perth after the machine had been put
back on load and had again broken down.

Mr. Reynolds: After the damage had been
done.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There have been
breakdowns following the repairs made to
the generator on that occasion.

The Millister for Works: What you refer
to as a, breakdown was not a breakdown.
That was taking advantage 'of the holiday
period to make an overhaul. It was no
breakdown at all.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: It was, and that
makes far worse the failure of the Govern-
m-ent and the -responsible onthori ties' to
get an expert from the Eastern States to
supervise the overhaul and ensure that it
was carried out in a complete and expert
fashion. That overhaul, because it was not
expertly done, was responsible for causing-
within a few days a very serious breakdown
in the generator.

The Premier: 'Why do you say it was
not expertly done?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Because there
was; no-one at the power house at any stag&e
during the whole period of the nverhaul
sufficiently expert in a practical sense safely
to supervise the work.

The Minister for Works: Whose judg-
ment is that? Yours or someone else's. You
are making the statement, but that does not
neessarily make it correct.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWRE: I think it is
proven icomplotely by the fact that the
generator had not been hack on load more
than a day or so wyhen it completely broke
down.

The Minister for Works: That is certainly
not fool-proof.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Well, perhaps
Ican reason with the Deputy Chairman

more successfully than with the Minister for
Works. if you, Sir, took your motorcar
to a garage in Albany for a complete over-
haul and 'two or three weeks afterwards
received possession of the car and on your
way home to the farm the engine broke
down, would not you think it complete proof
that the garage people had failed to do the
job properly? Most decidedly that is the
conclusion at which you would arrive.

Mr. Yates: There might have been an-
other fault in the generator.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If a machine
receives a complete overhaul, it should be
in a condition to operate successfully for
quite a long time. I know there is a possi-
bility of sheer accident causing some dam-
age, but there was no ace idnt at the power
house when the generator broke down soon
after being pnt back onl load.

Mr. Bovell: Is it not the whole position
that the machine has been run threadbare?

Opposition M1embers: Nho, no!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Not at all; the
thing that is threadbare is the contention
put furwa-ed by fty member for Sussex.

The Premier: The hon. member knows-
that the Government was told by the chair-
man of the Electricity Commission that these
breakdowns might occur at any time owing
to the state of the niachinery. What other
advice couild he taken?

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what people
will be saying about the Premier presently.

.1r. Triat: What is wrong with Mr. Tay-
lor?

The Premier: The machine is old add has
been working incessantly and, because of
that, it is worn threadbare.

.The 'Minister for Works: It is working
every day and you cannot say that of other
machines.

Mr. Kelly: What about the engines at
the pumping stations? They are working
every day.

Eton. A. R. 0. HAWRE: I tbink that if
the Premier investigated the breakdown that
occurred in January, he would find that it
was due to inexpert work in the rewinding
during the overhaul.



2518 [ASSEMBLY.]

The -Minister for Works: Who is going to
determine that?

Mr. Boyd!l: The age of an aircraft is cal-
culated by the flying hours and the age of
this machine by its working hours.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Premier
inquired, he would find that some inexcus-
able mistakes were made during the overhaul
-wires of diffierent weights being put into
the generator, thus Throwing the machine
out of balance. I have yet to be convinced
that the Premier does not know the truth of
the matter.

The Premier: No?

Hon A. R. G. HAWKE: If h& does not
know, then the sooner he makes close inquiry
and ascertains the truth, the better it will
be.

The Premier: I am listening to you with
great interest.

The Minister for Lands: What is wrong
with the expert tradesmibn at the power
house if they did not know that the wiring
was not right?
AHon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I understand

that the work of rewinding these machines
is so intensely expert as to be outside the
scope of the normal tradesman and is a task
the doing of whic' and certainly the super-
vision of which should be the responsibility
of the most expert man in Australia.

The Premier: We have bad him over here.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Premier
inquired into my statement, I think he would
find it to be true.

The Premier: We have had the most
expert winder in Australia over here.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: I say he was
only brought from Sydney after the over-
haul had been cardied out and after the
machine had been put back on load and had
completely broken down-,when afl the dam-
age bad been done.

The Premier: And now it has broken down
again!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am going to
have something to say about that, too. It
is possibly significant that the present break-
down in the 25,000 kilowatt generator oc-
curred only a few days after the winter
restrictions on the use of electric current
had been removed.

The Minister for Lands: Then we got that
cold snap. That put the load back.

Mr. Triat: Cold snap!

The Minister for Lands: We did I You
know it!1

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Minister for Lands: It was the cold-
est night we had had for many years. It
was published in the paper. And back went
the load!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Tht member
for Northam will proceed.

Mr. May: Whose speech is this?

The Minister for Lands: I am only trying
to help the hon. member.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister's
speech helps me tremendously.

The Minister for Lands: I am glad of
that.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKE: Because it
proves beyond doubt that those in control
of the power station were not giving to the
26,000 kilowatt generator machine the pro-
tection it should have been getting.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They left the rug
off it on that cold night, I suppose!I

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The interjection
by the Minister for Lands indicates that
there is no restriction of any kind on the
load which the generator is expected to carry.
Surely commnsense and ordinary safety
would dictate that there should be some
limit to the maximum. load placed on the
machine! If the machine has been worked
bard since the time it was installed in 1038--
and undoubtedly it has been-there is an
extra responsibility upon those in charge
of its operation to ensure that it shall not
be overloaded.

The Minister for Works: Did it ever
break down before this Government came
into power? Did it break down several
times, once, or never?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It did not break
down often.

The Minister for Works: It became pro-
gressively weaker. That is obvious.

The Minister for Education: It broke down
three times in 11 months.
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Hon. A. R. Gl. HAWKE: If it is getting
progressively worse, that is an additional
reason why it should be protected in regard
to the maximum load it is called upon to
carry.

The Minister for Works: Tell roe how
you would protect it when full reliance has
to be placed always upon that one genera-
tor I

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE.: It could have
been protected recently in regard to its
maximum load by not removing the winter
restrictions. Did the maintenance of those
restrictions impose any hardship on any-
body?9 If they did not impose any insuffer-
able hardship during the winter months,'
then certainly they would not be imposing
any hardship now.

The Minister for Works: Apparently you
do not know your public!1

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- Yet the author-
ities, two or three weeks ago, decided to re-
move the wint~r restrictions when the
winter had ended and immediately to im-
pose upon the generator a heavier load
which it seems to me, had the effect of over-
loading the machine again and causing it to
break down.

The Minister for Works: Your judgment
on that is not necessarily final.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not sug-
gesting it is.

The Minister for Works: No; but you
are suggesting that those in charpe are in-
efficient and did the wrong thing when they
eased the restrictions.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWRE: I am suggest-
ing that some protection should be given
to the generator in respect of the load that
it shall be called upon to carry.

The Minister for Works: When there is
no type of protection you can suggest! It
has always been treated that way. Full
reliance has been placed upon it. Inevit-
ably it must be so.

Hon. A. R. G. RAWE: Inevitably it
must not be so. It need not be so.

The Minister for Works: Our judgments
differ.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE. it is not a
'matter of judgment but %bmmonsense. If
a machine is capable of carrying only a
certain maximum load, that should be the

maximuam, and the absolute maximum.
When the load it is being called upon to,
carry rises above that maximum point,
there should he restrictions somewhere to.
ensure that the machine is not overloaded-

Mr. Triat: It is shaking in slowly!

The Minister for Works: You cannot
service industry on those lines, either.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is far pre-*
ferable, and much wore profitable to all
concerned, to service some industry con-
tinuously with power, as far as is possible,
than to try to serve more of it by over-
loading the machine to such an extent that
it breaks down and there is no power for
any industry at all.

The Minister for Works: If it is on half
or threequarter power there is still a
liability of its breaking down.

Hlon. A. R. G. HAWRE: There is less
liability of its breaking down when it is
carrying a light load rather than a heavy
one.

The Minister for Works: It is mathe-
matical to a degree; but still, there is the
risk.

Hon. A. RI. Gl. HAWRE: I am trying to
ksuggest, to the Government that it should
give serious consideration to the question
of laying down the absolute maximum load
which the East lPerth power house should
be celled upon to carry, with the idea of
trying to safeguard to the limit the power
generator there against any risk of a break-
down. There is nothing complicated about
that suggestion. It is quite practicable
and one which should be acted upon, and
which must or certainly should be acted on
immediately.

The Attorney General: You would have
to take the advice of experts, would you
not?

Hon. A. R1. G. HAWKE: I would like
to know what the experts were thinking
about recently when they decided to re-
move the winter restrictions on the use of
power! Obviously the abolition of those
restrictions must have immediately placed
a heavier load on the power house. Yet
the Premier told us, and the Minister for
Works told us, and the member for Sussex
told us-and it is true, too-that the
25,000 kilowatt generator has, since 1938,
had to do more than a machine of that
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kind should be called upon to do. The
fact that it has been called upon to do
more than it should have is only an addi-
tional reason for giving it a reasonable
measure of protection now in respect of
the maximum load which it shall be re-
quired at any time to carry.

I am not trying to have an argument or
a row with the Government on this matter;

-but I am suggesting that it would be wise
seriously to consider the question of lay-
ing down the absolute maximum load
which the 25,000 kilowatt generator shall
be called upon to carry at any time.

The Minister for Works: If the protec-
tion is necessary now, it would equally
have been necessary in the last three years
when another Government was in power
and another general manager was in
charge. But the protection was not then
given.

,Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think that if
the Mfinister for Works checks up the load
which has been upon the power house, he
will find that the demand for electric
power has increased very substantially in
recent years. In addition, as the machine
is getting older, it necessarily needs more
nursing and protection. That surely is
plain, ordinary commonsense.

The Minister for Works: But it was
prone to quite a number of breakdowns.

Hon. A. R. f. RAWKE: I am quite
aware that there were breakdowns before
the present Government took offie, and I
ami also aware that when there were
serious breakdowns and when overhauls
were required, the previous general man-
ager, Mr. Taylor, always took the precau-
tion of bringing to Perth to supervise the
overhaul a top expert from Eastern Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Housing: I have an
idea tlre is a limit to the draw upon that
machine.

Hon. A. R. G-. HAWK E: There is a
physical limit to what the machine can
*carry.

The 'Minister for Housing: I think there
is an estimated limit of the extent to which
they can place power on the machine with
safety, which limit has been observed.

Hon. A. H. 0. HAWKE: Apparently that
limit is too high.

The Minister for Housing: That may
turn out to be so as a result of experience.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Neither we nor
the public have been told the precise
reason for the recent breakdown. The
only logical conclusion to which we can
come is that the removal of the winter
restrictions on the use of electricity sud-
denly increased the load on the machine,
with the result that it could not carry that
heavier load and broke down.

The Minister for Education: It broke
down 'previously immediately after the
winter restrictions were imposed and when
it had a lesser load, according to you.

Hon. A. R. G-. HAWKE: When was
that?

The M1inister for Education: Last April
or May.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That break-
down was not very serious, if I remember
rightly.

The Mlinister for Education: It lasted 10
days-longer than this one will last, I
understand.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- We know all
about these estimates as to how tong things
will last!

The Mlinister for Education; The pre-
vious breakdown occurred after the winter
restrictions had been imposed.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Would the
Deputy Premier tell us now what the load
lwas in May when the generator broke

own ?

The Minister for Works: Could you have
told us straight away when you were
Minister and there was a breakdown?7
Could you have told us without having
looked into the matter?9

Hon. A. R. G. HAWgK:No.

The 'Minister for Works: Neither can we!

Hon. A. Ri. 0. HAWKE: The interjec-
tion of the Deputy Premier seemed to sug-
gest the breakdown in May last was not
caused by virtue of the fact that the genera-
tor was carrying Ia heavy load. He suggested
it broke down when it was carrying a lighter
load.

The Minister Afor Education: Presumably
that would be so, if tour argument is cor-
reet.
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Ron. A. R. G. HAWKE: Not necessarily.
The Minister for Education: Because it

is now carrying a heavibr load.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not think
that is at all logical.

Eon. A. H. Panton: The Minister for
Lands said that there was a very cold snap.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I do not think
that the Deputy Premier is a bit logical in
his contention.

The Minister for Education: I could re-
turn the compliment and we would he about
square.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKfE. The load uj0o
the power house is nkturally increased sub-
stantially because of winter conditions. It
migist very -well be that when the machine
broke down in Mlay, despite the faetk that
winter restrictions had then been imposed,
it was carrying a much heavier load than in
the previous six months. So, unless we have
figures showing the actual load being carried,
we are not able to reach a satisfactory con-
clusion on that point. We have had an inter-
esting discussion about the East Perth power
house, and electricity supplies, generally.

[Mr. Perkina reszomed the Chair4j

The Minister for Works: I wonder what
we have learned from it?

Hon. A. R. CT. HAWKR: We have not
learned very much from the Minister for
Works about the vital questions upon which
qwe require information.

The 'Minister for Works: Nor from his
predecessor. I

The Premier: The main thing is that we
are seeking the expert advice you have ad-
v'ocated.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKIE: The main thing
is that the Premier says expert advice is
now always obtained when it is thought
necessary. Another important point is that
the Government should investigate closely
the advisability of stipulating an absolute
maximum load for this generator to carry.

Mr. Triat: That should be done while the
expert is here.

HRon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I hope the
South-West power scheme' will be pushed
ahead with all possible speed. There are
the limiting factors of shortage of suitable
labow and of the necessary equipment and
materials but, despite those disabilities, I am

sure the Government will go ahead with that
scheme as fast as possible. The same remarks
apply to the partly completed new power
station at South Fremantle. I do not know
whether the Government has given serious
consideration to a suggestion I have made
more than once in the last two years, which
is that the Government ought seriously to,
reconsider the extent of the proposed com-
prehensive water supply scheme for country
districts. The original proposal of -the pre-
vious Government was one to serve 6,000,000
acres of agricultural land in the Great
Southern districts, and 6,000,000 acres of
agricultural country in the north-eastern
agricultural areas. That scheme was not pur-
sued -by the presenlt Government which,
however, accepted a scheme only half as
large; that recommended by a Common-
-wealth committee which came to this State
somq three years ago to investigate the
larger scheme.

The Mlinister for Works: But we laid the
foundation for an enlargement of the scheme
that was accepted.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKEB: We had an in-
teresting admission from the member for
Beverley the otber evening. He said many
of the farmers who condemned the original
comprehensive scheme and those responsible
for putting it forward, were. today con-
vinced that in the long run it would have
been much better than the amended scheme
now being implemented by the present Gov-
ernment.' It is true that the last two seasons
and the present one have been comparatively
dry in the agricultural areas, with the result
that many farmers who three years ago
thought their dams would always be full, or
at least that they would never be dry, have
had the painful experience, during the last
two win ters and the present one, of finding
that rain has not fallen heavily enough to
put much water in the dams. They have
therefore been given furiously to think-I
sincerely hope it is true, as 'the member for
Beverley suggested the other evening-that
the dams on their own properties are not
as reliable a system for obtaining large quan-
tities of water as they previously thought.
I have always argued that there is no water
supply that can hear comparison with a
permanent supply made'available by a Gov-
ernment scheme, with the eatebment area and
reservoirs in an assured heavy-rainfall area.



[AS$-EMBLY.1

I hope the present Government, either
now or in the very near future, will endeav-
our to get the Commonwealth Government
to co-operate in approving of the original
scheme. My interest in this matter is two-
fold. I am anxious, first of all, that the
State should decide to go on with the
-original comprehensive scheme and thus re-
ticulate 6,000,000 to 7,000,000 additional
acres of agricultural country compared with
the present amended scheme, and I am
anxious also that we should get the Com-
monwealth Government to meet half the
cost of the originial scheme. That scheme
wag estimated to cost at least £10,000,000.
If the Commonwealth Government could
have been prevailed upon to meet half of
That cost it would have meant that Western
Australia would have had a £10,000,000
water supply scheme for £6,000,000.

Under the amended scheme which is be-
ing put into operation the estimated cost is
approximately £C5,000,000 of which the Com-
monwealth Government is supplying
X2,500,000. If the time comes, in five, six,
eight or 10 years, when the State Govern-
merit thinks it is wise and necessary to
double the existing scheme it might be found
-extremely difficult to get the Commonwealth
of that day to come in on a Z for £ basis
to extend the scheme as it will then exist.
I feel that the last two years or so, -this year
and possibly. next year was and will be the
period when the Commonwealth Govern-
menat will have plenty of money available
with wvhich to assist the State in works of
this character. We would be foolish to think
that we would be able to get a £ for £ pay-
ment from the Commonwealth Government
for an extension of this scheme in any old
year in the future.

No-one can safely look ahead say for five
or six years and say that in 1955 the Com-
monweath Government will have sufficient
money available to help a State like West-
ern Australia to the extent of £2,500,000
to extend the existing water supply scheme.
We might then be in a period of tight money
just as we are at present in a period of
comparatively easy money. Therefore, I
think now is the time-the previous part
of thiis year and last year and the year be-
fore that was the tinae-when we should be
doing everything within our power to pre-
vail upon the Commonwealth to finance big
public works undertakings in Western Aus-
tralia in co-operation with the State Gov-
ernment.

It will be extremely unfortunate for West-
ern Australia if time is allowed to skip by
without an approach of this kind being
made and the State is not able of itself to
finance a large extension to this scheme
which might be found absolutely necessary
in five or six years. In my opinion,
when this main pipeline reaches from Wel-
lington Dam to Narrogin, Wagiu and the
other Great Southern towns, farmers will
soon be anxious to have their properties con-
nected to the scheme, and when a few
farmers do that and reap the benefits from
it all the neighbouring farmers will, in turn,
be falling over themselves to have their
properties linked up in order to ensure that
for all time they will have an absolutely as-
sured supply of water for their stock and
all their other requirements. So I again
suggest to the Government that it should
seriously reconsider its attitude in this
matter and prepare at new ease for submis-
sion to the Commonwealth to double the
size of the present proposed comprehensive
water supply scheme.

There were some other matters I had in-
tended to discuss. One of them was the
tremendous damage being done to our main
roads and, for all I know, to some of the
district roads by the large motor trucks
which are carting wheat from country sid-
ings to Freman tle. I do not know whether
the Main Roads Department has made any
attempt to measure the extent of the damage
in terms of pound;, shillings and pence. If
it has I would he extremely pleased to have
some information from the Minister for
Works as to the actual amount of damage
which has been done by those wheat trucks
to the main roads. The damage is appal-
ling and is becoming worse every day. In
fact, it would not be exaggeratiag very
much to say that this traffic is wrecking the
main roads and is reducing them to a shock-
ing condition, so much so that in some places
today they are absolutely dangerous.

Mr. Brady: Particularly around Guild-
ford.

HLon. A. 11. G. HIAWKE: So I hope that
anything that can be done to reduce that
traffic on the roads wvill be done, and that
whatever can be done by the Main Roads
Department to get the main roads hack
into reasonable and also in a safe condition
will be done.

Sitting susqpended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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X& flLLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie) [7.30]:
1 have a few comments to offer on the Loan
Estimates. During the debate en the Rev-
enue Estimates, I advocated, amongst other
things, that attention he directed to pro-
viding water supplies in certain parts of the
rural areas by harnessing rock catchments.
The Loan Estimates furnish an excellent
opportunity to mention the urgency for
better facilities in this respect. Great bene-
fit could be derived from undertaking such
work, because very little, other than man-
power and cement, would be required to
place at the disposal of many farmers the
water from rock catehmnents in suitable
areas.

I have in mind the fact that the total
amount of the Loan Estimates constitutes a
record and that because of material short-
ages, it will be most difficult for the Gov-
ernment to expend the amount of money pro-
vided for. A considerable amount of Loan
-money should be earmarked for the purpose
of boring for water in rural areas. Thd
Government policy should provide for a vir-
ile approach to the water problem in many
:districts.

The Premier: Do you -mean that we ought
to assist farmers to bore for water?

Mr. KELLY: I intend to unfold my ideas
as to what the Government should do as
regards, a boring policy, which I mentioned
on the Revenue Estimates and am now top-
ping up. Farmers should be encouraged to
help themselves in the muatter of boring. We
have a number of boring plants owned by
the Public Works Department that are
'hired out to various local governing bodies
at a rental that is not very high but never-
theless at a rental that considering the value
of the plant, is considerably higher than it
should be. Further, the plants are incom-
plete and may be described as being of
rather poor types.

For instance, neither an engine nor any
form of bellows or forgk! is supplied with
these plants and few farmers have a Suit-
able engine which, at a moment's -notice,
can be made available and attached to a
boring plant. Those who have suitable en-
gines. find it very difficult to attach them
to the type of plant that the department is
supplying to local authorities. Then again,
very few farmers have anything in the way
of a suitable forge. 'Most of them have a
forge capable of use for Sharpening a pick

or a crowbar or doing other small lobs
required on the farm, but when one con-
siders that the boring equipment supplied
by the Government and hired to local auth-
orities is capable of boring up to a -size of
six inches, a major job is entailed in keep-
ing the bits sharpened. These bits fre-
quently require sharpening, and farmers
find that, after having left their farm work
to undertake the boring, their Qper-
tions arc impeded because of blunt tools.

To get them sharpened necessitates in
many instances a long journey to the near-
est township or blacksmith's shop. Some-
times two trips and on occasion even three
trips have had to be made, totalling as much
as 120 miles, When they take a bit to the
local blacksmith to he sharpened, they often
find that he has quite a number of other
jobs on hand and naturally those coming
later are set aside and treated on a priority
basis. Thus farmers frequently find that,
after having taken bits or other portions of
the plant requiring attention long distances,
they have to make a second or even a third
trip before they are available again;

From the point of view of the depart-
ment, the plants pow being loaned to local
authorities are quite unsuitable for the type
of work Vtey are expected to do. They are
certainly incomplete through lack of en-
gine and forge, as I have mentioned, and I
claim that with a relatively small outlay
these plants could be brought up to a point
of efficiency, which would enhance their
value to the farmers several -hundred per
cent.

These Estimates also present a further
opportunity to discuss a matter which was
touched up~on briefly by the member for
B~verley a few evenings ago. The hon.
me-mber castigated the Government very
severely, and particularly some members Of
it, for their apparent reluctance to imple-
ment the findings. of the Hlonorary Royal
Commission on tbe Vermin Act. 'Members
of the present Government, who were then
sitting in Opposition, were very loud and
insistent in their criticism of the Labour
Government of the day for its handling of
the vermin problem. The Premier arid the
Deputy Premier had many uncomplimen-
tary remarks to pass about the Labour
Government's approach to this question. The
Premier is siling now3 but it is well
known to members that both he and the
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Minister for Education were members of
the honorary Royal Commission and had
much to say on the subject. In fact,' many
suggestions were put into the mouths of
witnesses during the taking of the evidence.
I think some 200 witnesses were eslamined
over a period of eight months.

The members of the commission proudly
boasted that the evidence consisted of 2,074
pag4 . The commission was definite that the
recommendations which it submitted should
be implemented by the Government of the
day. Today there is a completely changed
picture, and I feel it is rather a slight on
the commission, which was very thorough
and painstaking, that effect has not been
given by the Government to its reasonable
recommendations. I cannot understand the
attitude adopted by the present Govern-
ment, particularly with its rural leanings, in
not implementing at least some of the re-
commendations which its membera were so
insistent the previous Government should
adopt.

I desire to deal with one other matter and
the Loan Estimates afford a useful oppor-
tunity. It is the protection of our native
flora. Very little mention has been made of
it in the past, but it is not yet too late for
serious consideration to be given to it.
Spring revives in many people a sense of
responsibility for our native flora. From a
conversation I had with the M1inister for
Forests I know he is aware of the serious-
ness of the position that has arisen in re-
gard to the future of our wildflowers. 'We
hear a few protests from time to time by
the public deploring the destruction that IS
taking place and increasing very rapidly, as
is, of Pourse, our population. To back up
that public opinion, small though it be, wre
should deal thoroughly with the matter here.

The urge to gather wildflowers is very
great, nor is 'it confined to the young. 'Many
people can look back over the years with
pleasure to the many occasions when they
have wandered into our beautiful bush and
perhaps stolen a few flowers. It really is
stealing. I -well remember that in 1905, when
our population was under 260,000, making
excursions into various parts adjacent tb
the metropolitan area, bent on picking wild-
flowers. At that time there were many more
varieties of wildflowers than we have today.
Some are not now existent, while others are
hardly so.

The Premier: Such as everlastings.

M1r. KELLY: That is the first on my
memory sheet.

The Premier: I think sheep have helped
to eat them out.

M1r. KELLY: Undoubtedly, everlastings
are a fine stock food. I think the Premier
is aware that everlastings form a large
part of the diet of many stock in the North-
West, where such flowers are abundant in
good seasons.

iMr. Hlegney: And on the Murchison.

Mr. KELLY: Yes,' and in the Gascoyne
district as well. If I may divert fromn my
sequence in regard to flora, it is remark-
able how in the Gascoyne in a good season
the everlastings. grow in paddoeks which
have been spelling. For some distance
there will be one type only, pink; then,
as if cut off by a knife, one reaches a
district where there are only white ever-
atings, and then in another district only

yellow. In 1914, and even as late as 1918t
one could witness in good seasons in the
Gt aseoyne area large tracts of these wild-
flowers. My experiences in my early days
are undoubtedly similar to those of many
thousands of other people who have picked
wildflowers;. Picking a few is not harmful
so long as the plant itself is not destroyed.

A person who picks a few wildflowers,
takes them home and puts them in a vase
does very little harmu to our bushland. The
trouble arises when the plant is pulled up
by the roots and destroyed for all time.
Such excesses must be carefully guarded
aganst. To police the Act governing wild-
flowers I quite appreciate would need an
army of inspeofs, if only the abuses to
which I have ref erea were stopped. A
more etlective method is to institute a
vigorous camrpaign for public support,
coupled with an appeal to schoolchildren
through the teaching staffs, in an effort to
combat wildflower destruction.

Other aids come to my mnind which if
they would not completely overcome the
difficiulty would at least help to lessen it.
Publicity should be given to the matter
in the Press, particularly during the sea-
son when the flowers are abundant, and
again by short snappy appeals over the
air. They,' too, would have a very bene-
ficial effect in helping to reduce these de-
predations. Finally, business people might
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be induced to use some form of sticker on
the backs of envelopes, and this also would
have a bearing on minimising wildflower
,destruction. All these methods would be
quite effective. They would tend to cap-
ture public support, which is what we have
to aim for in order to quell this menace to
our bushland. We must get the public to
be conscious of the great amount of harm
that is being done in this direction each
.year.

We know that the Forests Department
has been very active in its policy of fire
prevention, and that is playing a very im-
portant part in conserving much of our
natural flora. Other factors have been re-
sponsible for the destruction of our flora,
such as the progress of civilisation. There
has been an intense building programme
since the war ended, and new suburbs Ire
springing up. Every new house erected
on the outskirts of the metropolitan area
is depriving this State of. a certain amount
of its floral wealth. That cannot be
avoided; but I intend to suggest, before
resuming my sent, what I consider should
be done in the matter so far as these new
suburbs are concerned.

Not only our -wildflowers, but also our
flowering shrubs in Western Australia are
recognised as a very rich heritage that we
must preserve; and, even if it is going to
cost the State a large amount of money
to make certain that this heritage is pre-
served, it is up to this Payliament to wake
ia decision along those lines. This State
contains a high percentage of unique
plants. People have come from all parts
of the world and, seeing for the first time

soeof our native shrubs and our attrac-
tive wildflowers, have been impressed -by
the fact that they have found nothing like
themn anywhere else. The fame of our
wildflowers is international and they prove
an immense attraction to tourists during
the Spring. I have met ninny people vtho,
entering the State for the first time, have
inquired whether they have arrived in the
wildflower period, and whether they cn
be taken to any part of the State Where
,our flowers can be seen. On some occa-
sions it has been possible to wrant their
request, hut at other times there have been
very few flowers in bloom.

. There are many logical reasons for the
-very careful preservation of our native flora
and the expenditure of quite a large sum

of money for that purpose. Recently the
leader of a British delegation of scientists
which toured Western Australia-I refer t4
Sir Edward Salsbury, Director of the
Botanic Gardens at Kew, Surrey, England
-advoca led the establishment of a botanical
garden or the reservation of a fairly wide
stretch of land for the preservation of our
native flora. The State Gardens Board had
been investigating this possibility for IS
months and during that period inspected
several holdings which it thought would be
suitable for the purpose. It approached the
Perth City Council for a tract of land at
Raebold Hill and also one at Floreat Park.
I am very sorry to learn that the board's
request was refused. I do not know any
reason why that refusal should have been
so definite, and it is regrettable that the
council dlid not see fit to agree to the sug-
gestion.

I think the Government should give the
fullest assistance to the State Gardens Board
in attaining its end, If negotiations for
land at Rachold Hill fad, surely there is
some other attractive land equally suitable
and available. We are fortunate in having
King's Park and National Park. Those two
reserves will forever perpetuate the memory
of the men or Governments responsible for
setting them aside for public use. It is not
hard to visualise that much of our bushland
west of the Darling Range and adjacent to
existing suburbs will disappear at a very
rapid rate. One suburb rang up very re-
cently in my own area. t cannot renmember
its name, but it is just over from'_Mt. Henry.

The Minister for Housing: Are you re-
ferring to 'Manning Park?

Mr. KELLY: I think that is its name.
For years that had been a sanctuary where
small boys and many others were able to
gather fine specimens of our flora; but it
has now prastically disappeared. When 1949
ends, so too will vanish the floral attractions
of that district. With the progress of build-
ing, much land containing an abundance of
flora and adjacent to the metropolitan area,
will he cleared; and I think, befo re it is too
late. that a special squad of men should be
employed gathering seed and transplanting
shrubs of all descriptions to King's Park
and National Park, if no other natural
sanctuary is set aside. The time is fast slip-
ping away when it will be possible to obtain
many of the sp~ecies that today exist.
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Quite a number of different types of wild-
flowers exist only on the sandy area between
the coast and the clay country around Goct
nells and other places on that line. The area
of flowers is not very preat, and the build-
ing rate is likely to increase annually. The
blocks that are being cleared in the expec-
tation of dwellings being erected upon them
in the next ten years or so are very numerous.
I think the Minister told us a little while
ago that there were somewhere near 18,000
applications for homes. Many people who
have bought land on which to erect homes
will do a good deal of clearing. So it is
important that some attempt be made to
have a botanical garden with a lot of the
plants that are fast dying out. They should
be gathered, particularly at the beginning of
next season, when quite young and easily
discernible and easy to transplant. If no
other site is decided on in the meantime,
they should he shifted to King's Park and
National Park.

Some country areas could tome within this
category because they too can boast of hav-
ing specimens of shrubs and wildflowers uin-
known not only in other parts of the State
but in other parts of the Commonwealth
and, I am told, in most parts of the world.
Those plants should be protected and pre-
served. Two road hoards which have in the
last few months shown themselves through
the Press, as being conscious of the position,
are Denmark and Kellerberrin. There may.
be others, hut I have not come across them
in my reading of Ithe daily papers.

A control hoard, to work in conjunction
with the Forests Department and the, State
Gardens Board, should be appointed at an
early date so that it could get well under
way in time for transplanting-towards the
end of next winter. That board, with fhu
powers and liberal finance, should be charged
with permanent responsibility, because this
work should go on for all time if our native
flora is to be preserved. It could plan for
the future and so protect our native flora.
I do commend to the Premier, as well as
to the Minister for Forests, the desire of
many people to have our wonderful bush-
land preserved in some form-if -not in its
natural state, then by the means I have
suggested. I feel that if he carries out that
idea he will earn a name in history that will
be perpetuated in the same manner as that
of the founders of King's Park and National
Park.

MR. Ef 1L (Albany) [8.4]: I have taken
out a few figures for 1691i and compared
them with the present year. The popula-
tion of this State in the first year of re-
sponsible government was 47,000 compared
with 530,000 this year. The estimated ex-
penditure was £439,165 as against
£23,509,873, The Joan expenditure was
£1,336,000. Today it is £12,242,247. The
loan expenditure *ir head was £28 10s. as
against £23. Many of my friends, and poli-
tical enemies, have criticised mec for ad-
vocating the development of the port of
Albany. If we go back to Sir John For-
rest's first loan expenditure, we find that
in that year he voted £150,000 for the port
of Fremantle. I feel safe in saying that
no expenditure in this State has paid such
high dividends as that on the port of Fre-
mantle. The amount spent up to date is
about £3,500,000, and, after paying interest,
sinking fund and maintenance, the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust has paid something
like three and a half million pounds into
Consolidated Reavenue.

It would be impossible to say how much
the development of the harboux at Fre-
mantle has meant to the growth of Perth
and Fremnantle, and our agricultural areas.
While on the subject of Fremantle, I would
like to take this opportunity of congratulat-
ing Colonel Tydeman upon his report. I
do not think it would he presumptuous for
me to pass a few remarks on it. What I
like is that Coloner Tydeinan proposes, first
of all, to modernise the existing berths so
that the maximum possible use can be, made
of thenm. He then proposes to develop
the port progressively, utilising every asset
there. Another thing I like shout his pro-
posals is that they are not hard and fast,
but can be adjusted from tine to time as
may be necessary.

Ron. J1. T. Tonkin: Do you like the idea
of the up-river extension?

Mr. HILL: I do.
Hon. T. T!. Tonkin: I do not.
Mr. HILL: I doubt if it would be pos-

sible to go further, I would like to give
a few figures to show what a wonderful
asset we have in the port of Albany. I de
not know how many berths could be pro.
vided in Princess Royal Harbour-it might
be 200. The cost per berth, according te
Colonel Tydeman, is about £550,000. Al
F'remantle, the cost of mnodernising thE
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existing berths is f430,000 per .berth;
for the up-river extensions, 11 berths,
£1,130,000 per berth; the seaward extension
north, for 10 berths, £1,453,000 per berth;
and the seaward extension south, 41
berths, £800,000 per berth. So members
can see what a wonderful asset we have at
our end of the State. The late Sir David
J. Owen, one of the greatest authorities
on ports in the world, in his address to
the Institute of Transport in 1930 said-

A port is not in itself a means of convey-
ance of transport, but only a facility for the
actual instruments of transport, and portsI in
order to be effective, must adapt themselves
to the changing means of transport.

It is also interesting to note that in 1900,
769 ships called at Western Australia, and
in 1948 only 541. Those figures show what
a revolution has taken place in our sea
transport. The reduction, all over the
world, in the number of ships, has brought
about a demand for fewer ports. Western
Australia has been taken to task by the
Grants Commission for its unscientific and
unco-ordinated policy of port development.
It stressed the fact that a multiplicity of
ports is uneconomical. Every shipping man
whor gave evidence before the Outports
Royal Commission stressed the same point.
We are overstocked with ports in Western
Australia and with a population of 530,000
are trying to carry about the same num-
ber of ports as South Africa, with its
population of 11,000,000. One of the few
outports that the shipping companies are
anxious to see developed is Albany. Eight
or nine years ago I paid a visit to the
Eastern States. I met the Speaker of the
South Australian Parliament-Sir Robert
Nicholls-and he greeted me with the
words, "My word, you have a great country
at the back of Albany. You should be carry-
ing a population of 2,000,000."

On my return to Western Australia I
picked up a map of this State on which
the Blackwood River was shown as a very
black line. My-mxind followed that line
out to the rabbit-proof fence. That line is
about half way between Fremantle and Al-
bany and the area bounded by it and the
rabbit-proof fence is about the same size
as Victoria and there, in about the same
position on that area as Melbourne occupies
on the map of Victoria, is our finest natural
harbour, Albany. The Premier has in his
office a much larger map than that. I con-

gratulate him and his Government on the
fact that this is the first Government for
many years that has set out to give Albany
a fair deal. Perhaps members opposite
can tell us why Labour Governments have
always been out to damn the port of Al-
bany.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: That is not right.

Mr. ILL: It is right. I remember the
day, in 1910, when Lord Kitchener came
down to Albany with Sir John Forrest.
Sir John said to one of my friends, "You
have been neglected here, but there is a
change coming.'' The change, unfortu-
nately for the British Empire, was a
change in the Commonwealth Government.
There was a swing to Labour in 1910 and
that was responsible for Albany today being
the most neglected port in the Empire. I
know for a fact that Admiral Sir Reginald
Henderson wanted Albany for a naval base,
and Sir John Forrest always advocated its
development along those lines, hut the
work was abandoned after the expenditure
of over £1,000,000. I can remember when
I was sitting on the other side of the
House-

Mr. Hegney: Do not worry; you will he
here again soon.

Mr. HILL: -and a high military officer
told me that the Imperial Defence Council
in 1928 wanted Albany as a naval port. He
showed me where it was intended to mount
the guns. Unfortunately there was another
swing of the political pendulum and Albany
was pushed on one side so that F'remantle
could take its place. I well remember the
grim days when all that stood between
Western Australia and the Japanese was
a handful of submarines based on Albany.
All the mnotorboats there at that time were
moored in the river just opposite my pro-
perty and my son was placed in charge of
them with orders to destroy them if certain
things took place. A naval officer came out
to inspect them and, when I said that Al-
bany could easily have been fortified and
made a naval base, he said, "It is not what
could be here, but what should be here. A
naval base here today would be worth mil-
lions to us."

I know the Admiralty wanted to develop
Albany for a big offensive to the north, but
I also know what happened when some-
thing like £3,000,000 was wasted at Cock-
bumi Sound. When Admiral Fraser camje
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here he took one look at it and said, " I will
not use that place. One ship sunk in the
channel and the position would be hope-
less." When in Melbourne he said that he
could not understand why they had tried to
make Fremantle a naval base while Albany
was available. It is interesting to recall that
the last naval operation in -this State was
based on Albany. The ammunition that was
stored in this State, for the big offensive
that never developed, was later railed to
Alkany, where it was taken out in an L.S.T.
an fdumped in the ocean.

Let us consider Albany as an industrial
and commercial centre! One can go to the
office of the Public Works Department and
see there plans of what would have been a
benutiful harbopr scheme, prepared by the
then Chief Engineer, Mr. John Thompson.
In 1911 Albany again backed the wrong
horse and helped to put the Seaddan-John-
son Government in office. Instead of getting
that Thompson scheme, of which the Tyde-
man scheme is only an elaboration, the idea
was scrapped and three years later we were
given the tin-pot jetty that we have at
Albapy today.

Eon. J. 15. Sleeman: Did you not get
Scaddan to represent Albany

Mr. HILL: That was later..

Hon. J. B_ Sleem an: When he changed
his coati

Mr. HILL: I did not take much interest
in polities in those days, and in any case
that does not alter the fact that the
Scaddan-Johnson Government stabbed Al-
bany in the back. I pay tribute to Mr. Alec
Thomson, who in 1911 advocated a reclama-
tion scheme for Albany. The late W. D.'
Johnson asked him, "What right have you
to put your opinions against those of my
engineersi" In 1924 Albany again backed
the wrong horse. At that time I was on a
land development committee that was fin-
ainced by Sir James Mitchell. I was present
when Mr. Troy camne to Albany to see the
work that wats being done. Then they
stopped granting any funds and the comn-
mittee had to go out of existence. The
Mitchell Government in 1924 had elaborate
plans for developing our hinterland. It pro-
posed the *Boynp Brook-Granbrook Rail-
way, the Manjimup-Mt. Barker Railway
and the Pemberton-Denmark Railway.

The Collier Government built the railway
from Pemberton to Northcliffe and that
from Denmark to Nornalup, but left a gap
in the middle. In -1926 Parliament passed a
Bill to provide for the Boyup Brook-Cran-
brook railway and the Man jimup-M1t.
Barker railway, but those two lines have
never~ been constructed. From 1924 to 1946
the total expenditure on Albany harbour
was £C175. Albany has suffered disadvan-
tag es as a port, from the railway point of
view, through absence of back loading. One
can read in "The Vest Australian" of the
25th April, 1929, where the then Minister
for Railways, Mr. Wilecock, announced that
the Government had asked the super. com-
panies to build a super. works at Bunbury,
and today we aire paying for the blunder.
In making that blunder Mr. Willcock. over-
looked one fact-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you not think the
super. works ibould be at Bunburyt

Mr. HILL: That blunder has cost the
State £1,000,000 if it has cost one penny.
Anyone can see close on 300 empty trucks
going to the South-West on almost any day
of the week. I came to Perth on a goods
train last night and it was hauling en'pty
trucks -as far as Cranbrook. A few years
ago we were also to have bulk-handling of
wheat at Albany and the thea Premier had
a committee to inquire into the question. It
would have cost £12,000 to put in a tempor-
ary bulk-handling installation, hut the re-
commendations of that committee were never
implemented. I have been told by railway
men that even today it would pay to take
the wheat to Albany, in spite of the fact
that there is no back loading, owing to the
quicker turn-round of trucks as compared
with Bunbury. What did the Wise Govern-
ment prdpose to do three years ago? The
member for North am came to Albany with
drawings of a conglomeration of wharves
and tried to tell us that that would -make
a port. No-one was consulted about the
scheme.

Had the Government, at that time, asked
me to give my opinion I could have shown
the weaknesses of the proposal. When the
change of Government took place the first
thing I had to do was to see that the State's
finest harbour -was not spoiled with an un-
suitable harbour scheme. The faults of the
Hawke harbour scheme arc that it did not
provide sufficient facilities necessary to en-
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able the berthing accommodation to be used
effectively. The proposed Hawke scheme
would not have made any improvements to
the existing accommodation. The present
work under construction at Albany is to en-
able the existing wharves to be used effect-
ively. It is proposed to use the existing
jetties as long as possible and those jetties
can handle certain classes of cargo as effect-
ively as most costly wharves.

The Hawke harbour scheme was unsuitable
because at a port there must be provision
for road and rail transport, commerce and
industry. The only road approach in that
scheme was down York-street, along Stirling-
terrace, and up Brunswick-road, which is
less than S0ft, wide, then over a bill lA0ft.
high and down the existing road to Deep-
water Jetty. When I drew the attention of
the people of Albany to the fact, there was
a great outcry. The ALP, contacted the
then Minister for Works-the member for
Northam-and he graeiouslr agreed that a
road should be put along the foreshore. The
first thing that strikes one on looking at
the Tydeman report is the wonderful road
approaches and I think I may claim the
credit for it. It is a continuation of King-
road down by the petrol tanks and then
along the, foreshore. When the road is com-
pleted all the heavy traffic to the port of
Albany will completely bypass the- town.

The railway yards as proposed in the
Hawke scheme were hopelessly inadequate.
I was talking to the late 2.frT. S. J. Hood and
I asked him what he thonghtlof the railway
facilities in the Hawke harbour scheme. Mr.
Hood was the Chief Civil Engineer and ho
told me he had never seen the details
of the scheme. I told him that it was pro-
posed there should be ten berths but no addi-
Lion to the railway yards.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Would you mind ex-
plaining how it is that the scheme of the
Labour Government was the Minister's
scheme but the scheme of this Government
is the engineer's schemel I

Mr. HILL: It was prepared under the.
direction of the then Minister for Works.
Mr. Hood told me that idt order effectively
to use the existing jetties it would be neces-
sary to double the present railway yards
and that it was necessary to have further
accommodation down at the half mile. Thien
there was also need for further room for
commerce and industry. In the Hawke har-
bour scheme-I call it the Hawke scheme

as the member for Northanm was the Minis-
ter at the time-there was provision for ten
berths and 65 acres of reclamation. Col.
Tydeman, in his report on Fremantle, stress-
ed the fact that we wanted at least twelve
acres per berth and in the first instalment
of the Tydeinan scheme there is provision
for two berths and 65 acres for reclamation.
After a further stage of the scheme there
arc to be 500 acres of reclamation for 22
berths.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why did the mail
boats stop going there 9

Mr. HILL: It is inevitable because Fre-
mantle is the capital port, but Albany holds
the same position on the western part of
Australia that Melbourne holds on the east-
ern part of Australia.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Youi friends, the
shipping companies, do not want to use it.

Mr. HILL: The member for Fremantle
should hide his, head in shame because the
greed and ambitions of Fremantle have rob-
bed the taxpayer-s of the Commonwealth of
£3,000,000 or £4,000,000.

Hon. 3. B. Sleeman: Then why don't you
get your friend;, the shipping companies,
to use the port 2

Mr. HILL: And the Empire has been
robbed of a wonderful naval base.

Mr. Fox- 'Vested interests are responsible.

Mr. HILL: This has all been caused be-
cause of the criminal neglect of Albany.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The people you
represent are responsible for that.

Mir. HILL: The 'people I represent had
nothing to do with the erection of the
super. works at Bunbury. In the economic
zone of Albany the people produce approxi-
mately 150,000 tons of wheat and utilise
at least 100,000 tons of super. The fact that
not one ton of that trade has gone through
the port of Albany is one of the factors that
contributes to the failure of the railways to
carry wheat and super.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The last time I was
in Albany I could not even get a fish sup-
per!

'Mr. HILL: That is the hon. member's
look-out. Perhaps he would not be very
welcome. As far as the hinterland is con-
cerned, I know from personal experience
that that land is capable of carrying a
large population. I am confident that the

2529



2530 [ASSEMBLY.]

Government's proposal for land develop-
ment will be a success and it is the duty
of everyone in Australia to support the
Government in populating the southern
area of the State. If we do not populate
it with white people we will not be able
to hold this country in the years to come.

MR. BRAND (Greenough) [8.26]: After
listening to the member for Albany I feel
that I should say a word or two for the other
end of the State.

Hon. J. B. Sleernan: The member for
Geraldton does that.

Mr. Rodoreda: What do you mean by
"the other end?"

Mr. BRAND: By that I meaA the for-
gotten land that lies between Perth and
Geraldton.

Mr. Brady: Port Dennison, for instance?7

Mr. BRAND: Yes. When I first came
into this Chamber I was advised by the
then Premier, the present Leader of the
Opposition, that whenever I spoke I should
avoid being parochial. I found that that
was very sound advice, but whenever I talk
about my own electorate I feel that what-
ever I mention I have something to say
about someboily important or something im-
portant that is produced in my electorate.
The member for Albany has many times
mentioned the importance of developing
the South-West and the Great Southern. I
feel sure that this Chamber is in sympathy
and we fully appreciate the need for de-
veloping the South-West and Great South-
ern, and we also realise the ease with which
that can be done because it is country
which lends itself to closer settlement.

Nevertheless there is also a very definite
need to develop the lands which lie north
of Perth. The Premier, with his £12,000,000
of Loan money to spend this year, would
be well advised to endeavour to develop
this country and to do so by providing
water. This has been required for many
years. However, that is a factor which
past Governments, and I include this one,
have overlooked. Those Governments have
overlooked the importance of such districts
as Irwin-Moore, Greenough, and the town
which serves those distriets--Geraldton.
Of course, this Government has had only
two and a half years and we are hoping
that something will come of the schemes
it has in mind.

iMr. Triat: Always optimistic!

3Mr. BRAND: In spite of that neglect,
these areas have gone ahead and today we
find that we have a fairly large population
and schools are being built. We have coun-
try towns developing and increasing in
population, hut we have no water to pro-
vide reasonable amenities or even to pro-
vide security in sonme of the driest of our
summers. I am sure the Minister for Rail-
ways would certainly support me inasmuch
as during last year so much of his trans-
port and locomotive power was used in
carting water to those areas not only for
railway requirements but also for the sus-
tenance of the people. I can recall that
in the year before last chilidren of Morawa
were bringing water in a bottle for drink-
ing purposes over a distance of 30 miles
because it was not provided elsewhere.
Therefore, although we cannot hope that
any great scheme will stretch as far north
as the district I represent, I feel justified
in asking the Government, whatever its
p6litical colour, to launch out immediately
and give us dams which are provided from
bitumen catehments.

With the modern machinery we have at
hand , dams today can he dug within a few
days or at most a week. Although many of
the areas which serve these sites at present
are sandy, we have proved, through experi-
ments at Morawa, that bitumen catchments
can provide the extremely necessary ameni-
ties and services which only water can give
us. Therefore, I trust the Premier will not
forget that at every town throughout his
northern, north Midlands and Wongan line
tour he was asked to take immediate action
to provide water catchments for the respec-
tive areas. I would] remind him that in
the few remaining months of this Parlia-
ment he should take action and do some-
thing to fulfil the promises that he made
as to water supplies on the tour.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You do not expect

.to get anything from his promises, do youI

,Mr. BRAND: I did not ask the member
for Beverley to concur in that because I
really forgot he was here, but nevertheless
the Premier realised when he made those
prqmises9 that water was essential for the
development of those areas. I recall that
the Leader of the Opposition in speaking
of light lands, of which we hear so much
these days, referred to them as problem
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lands, and I agree with hinm, hut I believe,
as with most problems, that if tackled in
the right way and handled efficiently and
administered well, such lands will prove a
great asset in the future development of
Western Australia. Our heavier land and
that which exists in secure and heavy rain-
fall districts can be used for closer settle-
ment and greater production per acre.

Over the week-end I was privileged to visit
the property of Mr. Steel where there is
an experiment taking place with trace ele-
ments. On this particular plot the powers
that be were experimenting with Wongundy
wheat, which is a comparatively new type
of grain developed for an 'area which lies
between Mullewa and Miugenew. The result
of the first test augurs 'well for the future,
especially as the 'wheat was grown under ex-
perimental conditions. This experiment took
place on the black wattle soil, thousands of
acres of which lie between flongara and
Giugin. It was extremely interesting to note
the remarkable difference between the plots
that were sown with super. only and those
sown with super. impregnated with zinc
and copper sulphate. In fact, past experi-
mnents have proved that there is approxi-
mately an 80 per cent, increase in actual
production.

Although the Dongara area was one of
the first to be settled the residents there
have never been able to settle on it success-
fully or fully utilise it because super. only
was not a suitable fertiliser for that particu-
lar type of soil. I believe that for the devel-
opment, of this land, Western Australia, and
in fact, Australia, requires a greater produc-
tion of phosphiate and I believe, as I have
heard someone say, that phosphate will
probably play a greater part in world af-
fairs and in the fostering of development
than oil has played in industry. Although
I am not quite sure, I think it was tlie At-
torney General who told me that wars
would be fought over phosphate in the fu-
ture because there were such limited world
supplies. This land, of which there are
many millions of acres, lies west of the
Midland railway and if the Government
cannot see fit to develop it on the same
lines as the land which lies around Esper.
ance and in other southern parts then it
should let private enterprise make an' effort
to develop it.

I believe that if goad all-weather roads.
were thrown out from the Great Northern
Highway towards the coast private enter-
prise would go out there and develop the
land. I would remind the Committee and as
I1 have said before on the public platform,
that in the great land boom of 1929 and
1930 young men went to places north of
Mullewa, and into marginal areas, to de-
velop light land and spent hundreds of
thousands of pounds, lost all, and today the
country has reverted -to its virgin state.
Why did they go out thereI Simply because
they Could get there for there were roads
for them to travel over, I claim that if
roads were thrown out in a westerly direc-
tion, to where winiter is winter and where
there is a 16 in. to 20 in, rainfall or more,
those people Would still have been there,
and instead of our having thousands of
acres going back to its virgin state 'we
would have seen thousands of acres of pas-
ture land. I1 believe that it is in pasture and
not in cereal growing that the future of
Western Australian agriculture lies.

I do not wish to mention Dongara, in a
parochial sense because I live there, but it
happens to be a port that serves an area
right through from Dalwallinu to Mullewa,
including centres sikch as Mt. Magnet and
other places north of Geraldton. Geraldton
and Dongara. are crying out for develop-
ment as places for the country people tA'
visit and in which to spend their holidays,
and I think that some of the £12,000,000
that the Premier will not be able to spend
could be well spent in providing amenities
at those two seaside towns I pr those people
and their families who come from the Gold-
fields, and the wheathelt areas, because no-
one wants people with children in the metro-
politan area on account of the meagre ac-
commodation offering. Therefore whatever
Government is in power next year I hope it
will consider placing these centres, on the
same basis as Ather parts, and develop an
organised department to build up a tourist
trade not only for those visitors from for-
eign countries but also to provide amenities
for people coming from places around Don-
gara and Geraldton.

If the Government does propose to do
this, I believe it will be money well spent.
I trust that the Premier will remember
those urgent appeals that were made to
him-and as to which he made no promises
-and will respond and realise -that it is
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amenities such as those I have nsentibned
that will keep the country people on the
land. As I may not have another oppor-
tunity, I should like to thank members for
the co-operation and assistance I have re-
ceived in the very difficult job of Govern-
ment Whip, and I Would alw thank the
member for North-East Fremantle for hav-
ing stood aside for me to say a few words
,on. these Estimates.

HOWf. J. T. TONSIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.41]: 1 must endeavour to keep
in mind the fact that hut 20 minutes re-
main for this debate, owing to the action
of the Government.

The Premier: You can say a lot in 20
minutes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But perhaps not
as much as I wish to say. However, I must
do my best and endeavour to leave a few
minutes for at least one other member who
desires to speak. I am obliged to make
some reference to a statement by the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore a short time ago when
be alleged that something I1 had said was
entirely unfounded. He said I had stated
that the Government was deserving of
censure for the delay that had occurred
in signing the agreement with Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. regarding the taking
over of the bulk wheat facilities, and that
this was a matter that should not have been
left to the Cro*n Law Department to ar-
-range. He also said that the Crown Law
Department had nothing whatever to do
with arranging the agreement.

When the member for Irwin"IMoore
speaks in the House, he frequently says,
"These are the facts." But the hon. memn-
ber was very much astray in this matter.
The statement I made that the Crown Law
authorities were responsible for the com-
pletion of the agreement was one made in
the House by the Minister for Lands.

Mr. Aekland: True enough! The agree-
ment was made with the Government com-
mittee of which the Under Treasurer was
a member. The Crown Law Department
only prepared the agreement.

Ron. J., T. TONKLN: The bon. mem-
ber should not run away with that idea. In
order. to ascertain what departments have
been engaged in drawing up the agreement,
I sought information from the Minister by
way of questions. The questions were

asked on Tuesday, the 12th July, and will
be found in "Hansard" at page 414, as
follows:

(1) When is it expected that the agreement
between. Co-operative Balk Handling Ltd. and
the Government in connection with tile tak-
ing over by the former of the State's bulk-
handling facilities at Bunbury will be com-
pleted?

(2) Who is responsible for the long delay
of over two years which has taken place in
connection wvith this matter?

(3) What Government departments and of-
ficers were consulted in connection With the
preparation and completion of the agreement
concerning the taking over of thle State's
bulk-hendling facilities at Fremantle?

(4) Has Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.
yet made any payinent to the Government in
connection with the use of the bulk-handling
facilities at Fremantle and/or Bunbury?

(5) If payments have been made, what are
the amounts and the dates of payment.

The Minister replied:
(1) The draft agreement is at present being

considered by the parties concerned nd, imnee
this is done, it will only be a matter of final
preparation 'by the Crown Law Department,
and signature.

(2) The delay was caused by certain de-
tails not being agreed to by both parties, and
certain difficulties in connection with the s'ite
had to be overcome.

(3) Crown Law Department.
(4) Fremantle-yas; Bunbury-no.
(5) £10,159 49. Sd.-the 8th JFuly, 1949-

Thus to the question as to the Government
departments and officers who were con-
sulted 'in connection with the preparation
and completion of the agreement, the M1in-
ister replied, "Crown L.aw Department.'

iMr. Aekland: They were the people who
had to draw up the agreement, of course.

Hon. J. 1'. TONKIN: That was not the
question. If the Minister gives misleading
information to the House, am I to be
blamed? The question was plain enough,
and so was the Minister's answer. Yet the
member for Irwin-M-%oore said the state-
ments I made were entirely unfounded. I
simply repeated the information given to
the House by the Minister. I f the i-n-
formation I gave is unfounded, then the
Minister was guilty of having given the
House misleading information, so I leave
the Minister aind the member for Irwin-
'Moore to argue it out.

It is well to have a record of the way
the present Government handles its busi-
ness. The Minister for Housing some time
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ago spoke about perspicacity in decision.
Let us take these two agreements as an
example. This afternoon, I asked the
'Minister whether the agreement with re-
gard to the taking over of the facilities at
Bunbury had yet been cornpleted. The
Minister 'was unAle to answer the question
and asked to have it ptt on the notice
paper. That would make the information
too late for my purpose, so I took other
action, and found that the agreement has
not yet been completed. And it is two
years !since this installation was taken
over!I

It -was taken over on the 1st October,
1947. On the 12th July, 1949, the Minis-
ter stated that the draft agreement was at
present being considered by the parties
concerned and, once this was done, it would
only be a matter of final preparation by
the Crown Law Department, aQi signature.
That was in July. On the 8th September,
because nothing was happening, I asked
the Minister a further question and his
reply was-

The papers were sent to the Crown Law
Department for final preparation of the agree-
ment, but are at present held up pending
agreeet to a mninor0 ametnent to the
draft. The matter will be finalised as quickly
as possible.

That minor amendment has held the Gov-
ernment tip for a further three weeks and
there is still no agreement after the expira-
tion of two years. Yet the Government
talks about perspicacity in decision. Two
years for a simple agreement between two
parties for the takin g, over of State assets
and no agreement yet signed!

The story regarding Fremantle is even
worse. On the 29th May, 1947-that is,
shortly after the Government took office-
the Fremantle installation was handed over
to Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. On
the 27th October, 1948, in answer to a
question by me reported in "Hlansard" at
page 1935,--the Minister stated-

Agreement hs not yet been finalised be-
cause of one minor outstanding amendment,'
which has been the subject of negotiations be-
tween all the parties concerned. A number of
departments are involved-the Railway De-
partment, the Agricultural Department,' the
Crown Law Department, the Freinantle Har-
bour Trust and the Treasury.

All those departments were involved over
this minor amendment!

However, substantial agreement was reac-hed
many months ago on the major clauses of the
instrument.

On the 25th November, 1948, I asked an-
other question which will be found in
"Hlansard," vol. 2, page 2746, in reply to
which the Minister said that there was still
no agreement but that one minor matter
only was outstanding. On the lath Decem-
her, in the same volume of "Hansard," at
page 3463, the Minister said that the agree-
ment had been ap~proved but not finally
executed. It was completed on the 27th
April, 1949. On the 17th June, an account
for £10,159 4s. 9d. in relation to the Fre-
mantle installation was sent to Co-operative
Bulk Handling. This amount was paid on
the 8th July, notwithstanding that the agree-
ment said it had to be paid not later than
14 days after receipt of demand in writing.
Therefore, the agreement was no sooner
signed than it was broken; the amount -was
paid in three weekis after it had been out-
standing for two years. And this Govern-
ment talks about perspicacity in decision!
If one wanted to better that procrastination,
one would have to go a long way.

The installation at Frem antic was handed
over within days of the Government taking
office and it took two years to get an agree-
ment as to terms. Shortly aftet-wards, the
Bunbury installation was handed over in the
same manner and after two years there was
still no agreement. The Minister says there
is one minor matter outstanding. There-
fore, it takes months and mionthis to adjust a'
minor matter! This Government which talks
of perspicacity in decision!1 Well, that per-
spicacity in decision is not in evidence -with
regard to those agreements. One would ex-
pact efficiency in matters of this kind, It
might be necessary to give new Ministers
a month or two to get the ran of their de-
partments; but the departments have per-
manent heads who are skilled men and there
is no excuse for this sort of thing. If private
businesses were run in this fashion they
would become bankrupt. Just imagine--two
years to make aL simple agreement of that
nature and yet mo agreement is completed as
to the Bunhury installation! I suppose the
real meason for the delay is that Co-operative
Bulk Handling is endeavouring to get the
installations on its own terms.

The Government's attitude ought to he,
"You have asked for these installations. We
are prepared to make them available to you
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on these terms, and if you are not agree-
able to them we will not make the installa-
tions available, but will keep them and ran
them ourselves, as was recommended by the
bulk-handling committee." But contrary to
the advice of that committee, the Govern-
ment handed these installations over and is-
prepared to allow the matter to drag on and
on without any agreement whatsoever. Par-
liament will now soon rise and there will be
no opportunity for members to scrutinize
the agreements. The Minister promised to
table the Bunbury agreement, but we shall
-not have an opportunity to peruse it. I
think those two very plain examples of the
way this Government does business ought to
be a clear indication to the people of the
great lack of efficiency which characterises
this Administration.

MRk. BRADY (Guildford -Midland)
[8.541 : I feel I should have a few words
to say on these Loan Estimates, because the
policy of the Government in purchasing
locomotives oversen is causing grave con-
ceern to the tradesmen at the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops. The Government is pur-
chasing 75 locomotives oversen at a cost of
£C2,500,000, which is half the normal revenue
of the railways for one year. Probably
the employees at the workshops are not so
much concerned about the purchase oversea
to alleviate a difficult position with rolling-
stock as they are about the fact that prob-
ably within a few years many of them will
be out of work if this policy is continued.
This afternoon the member for Kalgoorlie
pointed out that not so many years ago
nine or ten lotomnotives were built at the
Government workshops. It would now ap-
pear that the work which normally was done
by our own tradesmen is to be carried out
oversea and they will be left simply with
repair jobs, which will be hardly sufficient
to warrant the retention of 2,000 employees
in the workshops.

The Premier: We must get some loco-
motives somewhere or no-one will be kept
going.

Mr. BRADY: We must have locomotives
for our heavy haulage. The Premier's inter-
jection "as given me an opportunity which
otherwise I might have missed. According
to figures issued by the department, the
number of passenger journeys has fallen

from about 18,000,000 in 1945 to 12,979,000
in 1949. That represents a falling off of
one-third.

Mr. Bovell: What about the movement
of troops during the war? That accounts
for it.

Mr. BRADY: For the benefit of the mem-
ber for Sussex, I will take the year 1946,
when the war was over. The number of
passenger journeys that year was 17,000,000.
It fell in 1949 to 12,979,000. That is a
clear indication that something ought to be
done to provide diesel services and fast-
moving rolliugstock in the metropolitan
area in order to regain for the State the
revenue to which the Railway flepartment
is entitled. We must always be mindful
of the fact that our railways are a State
coneern. However, there does not seem to
be any definite policy on the part of the
Government to give back to the Railway
Department the passenger services which it
has lost. The Government, instead of buy-
ing locomotives oversea, should be concen-
trating on building diesel coaches and fast-
moving rollingstock to eater for the pas-
senger service.

I hope the Government will get away as
quickly as possible from its policy of buy-
ing locomotives oversea and instead create
employment for our local tradesmen. In
regard to this purchase oversea, I under-
stand a new class of locomotivei is to be
introduced. We have already about a dozen
classes and this means that we must keep
an ample stock of parts in hand to -replace
those worn out from time to time. The
Government would be better advised to con-
centrate on the classes of locomotives we
already have, as these have proved them-
selves. I think they would return revenue
equal to probably the new "W" class. I
did not get a chance on the Revenue Esti-
mates to a-sk the Premier to explain to
members how the interest is paid by the
department on its capital. On looking
through the figures and statements of com-
parative workings for the past five years,
I notice that the interest on the capital
invested is working out at 4 per cent. That
appears to be a fixed rate for the years
1945, 1946, 1947, a948 and 1949. Will
the Premier indicate to the Committee what
the interest charges are, to whom the money
is paid and why an effort has not been
made to reduce the rate on moneys owing
overseal7
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Guildford-Midland will kindly resume
his seat.

Mr. BRADY: I have not half finished.
The CHMIRMAN: I cannot help it. The

hon. menmber must resume his scat.
Mr. BRADY: Well, I-
The CRAIR-MAN: Order! Is the member

for. Guildford-MNidland going to obey
the Chair? The question is that the Vote
stand as printed.

Vote put and passed.
The remainiing Votes, passed were as fol-

lows:-
Vote-Railways and Tramways, £93,379,-

657.
Vote-PSleetridity Supply, £.345344629.
Voter-Harbours and Rivers, £890,197.
Vote-Water Supply and Sewerage,

U,35Z123.
Vot e-evelopmiant of Goldflde and

Mineral Resources, £185,944.
Vote-Development of Agriculture, 0847,-

863.-
Vote-Roads and Bridges, Public Build-

ings, etc., £750,000.
Vote-Sundries, £61,171,384.
Mr. Styants: The axe is down again!I
Mr. Marshall: Good old demnocracy!
Mr. Styants: Liberal and Democratic!
Mr. Marshall: All to save their bides!

They will not face the electors.
This concluded the Loan Estimates for

the yeat'
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION (No. 2).

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.

In accordance with resolutions adopted
in Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave given to introduce the Bill,
which was read a first time.

Second Reading.

TE PRmMIER (Hon. D. U. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [9.4I in moving the
veon reading said: This is the annual
Bill introduced after the passing of the

[as]

Estimates of Expenditure from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund and the General Loan
Fund. A Supply Bill has been passed
granting £3,700,000 from the, Consolidated
Revenue Fund, £700,000 from the General
Loan Fund, and £300,000 from the Public
Account for Advance to Treasurer; and
this Bill authorises further Supply up to
the total amounts requiring apprdpriation
as shown in Schedule A.

The total estimated expenditure from. the
Consolidated Revenue Fund for the present
year is £:23,509,873; but of this, £E5,120,643
is covered by the specific Acts which auth-
orise the expenditure, and the balance--
namely, £18,380,230, particulars of which
will be found in Schedule B-is appro-
priated by this Bill. Expenditure from the
General Loan Fund is estimated to be
£12,262,247, as summarised in Schedule C,
anud this amount is likewise appropriated.
Schedule B sets out the purposes for which
the Treasurer may make advances from
the Public Account, and also prescribes how
and when that account is to be reeoupled.
The sum of £1,000,000 is provided.

Another purpose of the Bill is to con-
firm the appropriation of expenditure in-
curred during 1948-49 in excess of the
Estimates for that year, and details of the
excesses are furnished in Schedules E and
F. The Bill also provides for the expendi-
ture of £230,018 from the Reforestation
Fund in accordance with the scheme of ex-
penditure which has been laid on the Table
of the House and which, under Section 41
of the Forests Act, requires the approval
of Parliament. A summary of the proposed
expenditure is given in Schedule G. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [9.7]:
It is true that this is the Bill which is in-
troduced after the Estimates have been con-
sidered and passed by this House. Normnally
it is passed after the consideration of all
the Estimates, usually about the first -week
in December in each year in each session of
this Parliament. On this occasion, however,
the Appropriation Bill, which is looked for-
ward to by most Governments because it an-
ticipates the ending of* the work of Parlia-
ment, is to be passed several months earlier
than usual to suit tlie whim of the Govern-
ment and-the wishes of its supporters. This
siession, originally framed to suit the pur-
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poses of two members sitting on the Gov-
ernment side of the House has, because of
their intention to contest Federal seats, been
nothing more nor less than farcical. No leg-
islation of consequence has been introduced
into this Chamber. The Government has set
itself out to avoid at all costs any legisla-
tion which could bring to it criticism not
only from this side of the House but from
its own side also.

Once the Government decided that it
must end the session to suit the convenience
of two' of its members and to end that ses-
sion either the last week in September or
the first week in October, it became neces-
sary not only to muzzle members. on this
side of the House but also to ensure that
members on its own side had no chance
whatever of speaking. When members saw
to it that they spoke when they had the
opportunity to speak, during the limited
period allowed by the Piemier and it was
found that his own members then indulged
in criticism it was very obvious how anxious
the Premier was to see that no Elstimates
were introduced if that end could be
achieved.

It is a standing disgrace not only to the
Premier but to all of those associated with
him that from the time the motion was
moved in this Chamber to ensure that
speeches on the Revenue Estimates would
end at a certain time, no Minister, as was
forecast, had an opportunity even to
give a sketchy analysis of his depart-
ments- and certainly no opportunity was
afforded to criticise his administration.
If we take the Budget, on which no time
was spent in a wasteful sense, the Premier
made no attempt to reply to the criticisms
launched by me; no attempt, in spite of
"The West Australian" giving some prom-
inence to many of my remarks. He was,
,of course, hastening to run to Cover; to get
himself into that little burrow so nicely
depicted by "The Sunday Times" not only
to avoid criticism by those opposed to him
in politics, hut to be saved from being casti-
gated and chastened by every member on
his own side who had an opportunity of
speaking on the Estimates.

The Premier: We do not gag them on
this side. They can criticise the Govern-
ment.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Premier gave
them an opportunity to speak only when
the time limit was imposed. That was the
first that we heard from them. There was
then no possibility of even each Mlinister
introducing his Estimates. The Premier
knows that it is an absolute disgrace not
only to himself, but to his methods of con-
ducting the business of Parliament. Tha~t is
what we have had to put up with, and as
soon as there was an opportunity to speak
on vexed problems, such as housing, every
nmembher who spoke, criticised the Govern-
ment. Other matters. have given members
opposite anxious moments, so far as parish
pinup subjects which affect local well-
being are concerned, but no opportunity has
been given to discuss them. Ministers, such
as the Minister in charge of Prices, were
anxiously hoping that there would he no
chance of criticism being levelled at them
either for their administration, or for the
methods adopted by the Government to
ignore. entirely the welfare of the com-
munity of Western Australia. No voice
could be raised in protest

Once the Appropriation Bill is passed this
House has, for all practical purposes, finish-
ed the business of the Government for the
session. No matter what happens then,
action in connection with the bringing down
of regulations or doing the things which
have been done during the currency of the
Parliamentary sittings will be entirely ig-
nored. There wvill be no chance whatever
of dealing- with regulations; hto chance, this
Parliament not being in session, of dealing
with emergency matters, The Government
will see that as at the end of this month-
as from Friday next-this House will close
and will not reassemble until the elections
have taken place. This Parliament, being
treated so lightly by the Government, will
nut meet from September this year until
July of next year, in the normal course of
events. That is an absolute disgrace, and
the sort of thing which brias on an institu-
tion of this kind comments which are -o
often not deserved.

On this occasion, however, direct criticism
of the strongest kind could be used in con-
demnation of the Governmcnt's attitude.
What i9 it all about' it is to satisfy the:
Govern ment's miserable ends; to see that
there will he no challenge or possibility of
challenge so far as its term of office is
concerned. That is what it is all about.
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The member for Swan and the member for
Mt. Marshall must perforce, if they are to
be Federal candidates, resign during the
next few weeks. The Government, knowing
full well that it must prepare for an elec-
tion anywhere between November and mid-
December, timed this session to suit its pur-
poses and to suit two people whose selfish
interests have allowed of no thought for
either the wellbeing of the Western Austra-
lian community, or matters affecting the
Western Australian Government.

I wonder whether, 3Mr. Speaker, you can
tell us what is going to happen in regard
to the by-elections. It does not matter,
while the Government is in office, if both
by-eleotions go against it, but are they
going to be held~? Is that something, too,
in which the interests of the people are to
be flouted? Is it something which must
wait until a general election? It is not
-only a travesty upon the principles which
have been inherited by this Chamber from
the Mother of Parliaments, but it is unjust,
unfair, unreasonable, and designed simply
to suit the miserable purposes of the pre-
sent .Government. There may be many mat-
ters arising out of such problems 'as the
distribution of petrol and the control of
prices- the latter has not been faced for
one moment by the Government-that are
of great moment as affeaing the lives of
our people. But Parliament will not be
called together again by this Government

.after Friday of this week.

Even if we pre-suppose that the by-
elections are held and that at least one of
those seats does not return a supporter of
the Government, the Government will ignore
that. It will not matter to this Govern-
ment if one of those seats is lost to it;
that will not affect its-'mental make-up or
cause it a moment's concern. Its attitude
to the public has been one of disdain. I
hope there will be an appreciation by the
public of just how much this institution
of Parliament is being pulled down by the
fttics I have mentioned. If we
look at what happened to 32 flivi-
-sions of the Estimates, we find that Votes
,exceeding £8,000,000 were passed in one
'block; were passed without intrbdiiction by
the Ministers in -charge of the respective
-departments; were passed with no chance
-whatever being allowd to members who bad
-spoken on the General Estimates, and who

had made short speeches, of criticising speci-
fically the work of the Government. I point
out to the Treasurer that all my criticism
of his Budget was made in connection with
its financial aspects.

I had no opportunity of entering into a
criticism, in detail, of the administration of
the individual Ministers. I Concentrated
entirely on the figures presented to the
Chamber in an analysis of the Budget. The
Votes dealing with departments such as
Agriculture, the College of Agriculture,
Department of Labour, Factories, Chief Sec-
retary, Registrar and Friendly Societies,
Prisons, Observatory, Tourist Bureau,
Harbour and Light and Jetties, North-West,
Mines, Police, Public Works and Buildings,
Crown Law Offices, Licensing, Arbitration
Court, Medical, Public Health, Mental Hos-
pitals, Fisheries, Goldfields Water Supply,
State Ahattoirs and Saleyards, Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage.
Other Hydraulic Undertakings, Railways,
Tramways, Ferries and others went through
without introduction or any comment.

No doubt the Premier will get out his
pencil and calculate that some members oc-
cupied the time of Parliament in speaking
for this or that number of hours, but in
doing so he will forget entirely his miserable
approach in opening this part of the
second session of this Parliament so as to
avoid an Address-in-reply debate. Hle will
pretend to complain about the time taken
up by members who would normally have
spoken both on the Addrcst-ia-reply debate
and on the jistimates-

The Premier: If it had not been for your
obstrucetionist tactics you would have had
any amount of lime on the Estimates--far
more than you have ever required in any
previous session.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That will not bear
examination. The Premier, in his synthetic
rage, attempts to gloss over what his own
sins have brought him to. It is a mere sham
for him to say that the business of this
House has been obstructed by me in any
way.

The Premier: You have done all you
could to obstruct the husigess of the Gov-

1ernment.-

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There has been no
way of getting from the Premier or his Min-
isters any information about many vital
matters. I have written letters to Ministers,
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but they have remained unanswered over the
past six months, and I am not singular in
that regard. If the Premier wants to give
this side of the House an opportunity of
showing the deficiencies end delinquenicies
of his Government, we have had little oppor-
tunity to do so.

The Premier: You have had any amount
of opportunity.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There are many
more members who wish to speak in the
limited time available between now and 1I
p.m., so on this occasion I content myself
by saying to the Premier that I have wasted
not time of the House and have obstructed
no measures or motions, but, that on occasions
when I have spoken I have received scant
replies.I

The Premier: Can yciu say as much of
many of Your supporters?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It is simply because
the Premier has enilavoured to avoid aJI
criticism from members on either side of
the House, that this state of affairs has been
brought about.

MR. NEEDHTAM (Perth) [9.22]: In a
very little while now the Government of the
day will have reached -the Mecca of its
hopes, towards which it has been stnvvig
for the last two months--the haven of
recess. As has been pointed out by the
Leader of the Opposition, once this measure
has been disposed of the Government can
be quite independent of Parliament, as it
will have all the money it requires to carry
on His Majesty's Government from now
until the 30th June next. And so, by 11
o'clock tonight, 1#t will havle reached the
goal towards which it has striven so vigor-
ously for the past couple of months. In a
few days it will end this session as a Gov-
ernment that has earned at least one dis-
tinction. To my mind 'it is an unenviable
distinction, that of being the first Gover-
ment in this State since we were granted re-
sponsible government-as far as I can dis-
cover-to resort -to the use of what is now
familiarly known as the "gag" or the guillo-
tine. In other words, it is the first Govern-
maent of Wis State to deny members of
Parliament their rights and privileges for
open and fair discussion-

The Premier: You have had very long-
winded discussions.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The action of the Gov-
ernment in denying members the Address-
in-reply debate has indicated its intention
from the beginning. Owing to its bad ad-
ministration it was afraid to face the criti-
cism that would have been levelled against
it during that debate, which would have.
taken nearly the' time that has been taken
up during the discussion on the Estimates.
The Government itself is entirely to blame
for anything untoward that has happened
during this session. It is the first Govern-
ment of this State to deny members tbe-
-right of legitimate discussion on the busi-
ness of the country. With all due defer-
ence to individual members on the other
aide of the House, I suggest that the record
of -this Government is the most barren of'
any during a period of -nearly 60 years,
from both a legislative and an administra-
tive point of view.

The housing situation, about which memn-
bers opposite and particularly members of
the present Cabinet made so much noise
when on the bustings, is worse today than
it was two years and nine months ago. Des-
pite the fact that time after time, during the-
past year or two glaring anomalies in the-
housing position have been pointed out to.
the Government, in matters of house-build-
ing confusion has become worse eon-
founded.

The Pemier: Do you remember any time
when there was sueh great activity in the
building of houses as there is today-o*r
anything approaching it?

Mr. NEEDHAM: I repeat that the hous-
ing position is worse today than when the-
Premier assumed office in 1947.

The Premier: Does not that apply
equally all over the world?

Mr. NEEDHAM: I admit that the hous-
ing position is acute not only all over Aus-
tralia but also in other parts of the world.
I would point oui, however, that members of
Parliament in other parts of the world did
not go to the electors with the story that the
present Premier told the people in 1947, as-
to what he would do if placed in charge of
the Treasury bench.

The Premier: And we are well on the way
to fulfilling all our promiss

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Whet about homes-
for two-unit familes?
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Mr. NEEflHAM: No matter how glaring
the anomalies that have been ftposed on the
floor of this House, members have received
no satisfaction from the Minister for Hous-
ing or from the Housing Commission. I am
not reflecting in any way on the officers of
the Housing Commission, but amn speakig
of the Minister for Housing and the Com-
mission itself. I will give one instance of
where the attention of the Minister for
Housing was directed to a glaring anomaly.
I refer to a residence in a northern sub-
urb where a doctor and his wife, a dentist,
were given permission to build a house at
-a cost of about £3,000, although there were
only the two of them. The story was that
they were to practise their professions of
medicine and dentistry. In addition to the
house two garages were constructed. What
was the answer of the Minister for Housing
when that was pointed out?

The Minister for Housing: The building
was within the permissible limit of cost and
permission for the building of the two gar-
ages was granted through a mistake -by a
a subordinate officer.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Leave out the cost of
the house altogether. The fact that two
people were able to get accommodation in
a very commodious house, and with two
garages, is definitely not right.

The Minister for Housing: A doctor and
a dentist.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 'Time and time again
members have put eases before the Minis-
ter of six or seven people living in three
rooms-

Mr. May: And in garages.

Mr. NEEDHAM: -and 12 or 14 living
in four and five rooms. I brought onke
ease before the Commission where theme
were four families living in six rooms and
only one stove was available for cooking.
It was usually 11 o'clock at night before
the last of these- people had eaten their
tea. The excuse about the doctor and his
wife was that the second garage was a mis-
take.

The Minister for Housing: These people
are practising their professions there.

Mr. NEEDHAM: When members of the
Government benches go before the electors
tbey will have to give an account of their
stewardship in regard to housing.

Let me also emphasise the point made
by the Leader of the Opposition. What is
the cause of this hurryI What is the rea-
son for closing the doors of Parliament
months before the usual time? It is simply
because the Government has, during the
past few months, been forced to depend
upon the very uncertain and doubtful ma-
jority of the two members of the Inde-
pendent Party, and because of the fact
that two of the Government's own mem-
bers are seeking election to the Common-
wealth Parliament. Consequently those
two members must resign from this Parlia-
ment a certain period before nomination
day. Because of that, the business of this
country has to be put to one side, and the
doors of Parliament closed so that the Gov-
ernment can escape further criticism and
get into the safe harbour of recess.

I ask you, Mr. Speaker, and I ask mem-
bers of the Government, what would hasp-
pen if a Labour Government were in charge
today and found itself dependent on two
Independents to carry on and two of the
Government members desired to resign to
contest the Commonwealth elections? What
would members of this Government say if
a Labour Government gave them only two
hours to discuss -the Appropriatf'on Bilt

The Premier: On many occasions the
Appropriation Bill has gone through with-
out any discussion.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Press throughout
the State would have a lot to say if a Lab-
our Government was closing the doors of
Parliament merely to allow two members
to nominate for Commonwealth elections.
I now wish to refer to the answer I re-
ceived today in connection with a question
on regional hospitals. I asked this ques-
tion because the Deputy Premier in his
Policy Speech said that not a brick bad
been laid for any regional hospitals. I
asked the Minister for Health to inform
the House whether any bricks had been
laid in the construction of regional hospi-
tals since the 1st April, 1947. The answer
I received was as follows:

Upon the present Government coming into
power it wvas found necessary. owing to the
condition of the hospitals in .the metropolitan
area and in the country, to effect precut rero-
rations and additions. Much hospital work
has been completed, including the first sec-
tion of the Royal Perth Hospital.
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A large amount of hospital work is now in
progress, the estimated cost of which amounts
to £1,420,227, including the estimated cost of
£000,000 for the second section of the Royal
Perth Hospital.

'This -work is considered to have a higher
priority than the regional hospitals.

Why did not the Deputy Premier say that
at election timeI Was not the work men-
tioned in the answer of the Minister for
Health just as urgent then as it is today?
Labour members, on that occasion, admit-
ted that hospitals needed renovations and
additions, but did they not say that the
material and labour were not available be-
cause the men had not been returned from
the fields of action? Because of that fact,
the materials were just not available to do
this work. But, the Deputy Premier and
his colleagues, notwithstanding that fact,
told the people that not a brick had been
laid for a regional hospital. Yet the Min-
ister's answer today shows us that no
bricks have been laid for any regional hos-
pitals since then, and the position is just
as it was when this Government took over.
The money used for the additions aind reno-
vations to hospitals will be. money well
spent, but the answer to my question re-
veals the true position of affairs and shows
how much of the promises of members of
the Government have been carried out.

We cannot build houses without bricks
and more bricks are required if we desire
to build more houses. Therefore, if we are
to make any progress at all we ought to
have more brickyards. I mentioned this
matter a few days ago and the reply of
the Minister for Housing on that occasion
was not very reassuring. We want more
bricks and we want more timber. If we
are able to obtain additional supplies of
'bricks and timber I feel sure that house
building will be carried on more expediti-
ously. r understand that the Government
has authorised the building of a second
State brickworks, but we have had no in-
dications as to when action will be taken.

I would like the Minister to inform the
House as.ito the nature of the report of the
officer sent oversee to inquire into these
matters. Only yesterday I heard from a
very prominent and reputable builder that
even if an applicant for a permit to build
received his permit today he would have
to wait at least nine months before he could
obtain a supply of bricks. That does not

augur well for a filip to our house-building
programme. If the Government would
erect another brickworks and take charge
of others, it would help the housing posi-
tion considerably. I wonder what private
enterprise has done so far as brickyards
are concerned ? I ask the Minister to let
us know exactly what was in the report
of this officer who was sent oversea. and
just when the new State Brickworks, auth-,
orised by the Government, will come into
operation.

Tonight we had a speech from the mem-
ber for Greenough, the Government Whip,
and I was greatly interested in what he bad
to say. There again, I have seen a rather
unusual position. We had the Government
Whip whipping the Government, and he
was vecry straightforward in what he bad
to say about the action of the Government
in dealing with the requirements of his
electorate.

The Premier: We have every freedom
of action 'on this side.

Mr. NEEDHAMW: He was as caustic in
his criticism as any member on this side
of the House could have been: There is
not much doubt that the Government will
reach the harbour of safety in recess within

a few days, but there is a vast doubt that
they will occupy the Treasury bench fol-
lowing the State elections.

&R. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [0.41]: Before
the Estimates are finally dealt with, I would
like to impress upon the Attorney. General
the necessity for doing something regarding
a matter I have repeatedly raised this ses-
sion. He should give serious consideration
to the appointment of a Royal Commission
to "inquire into the supply and sale of
meat, including the price to the consumer.
I think it is common knowledge that retail
butchers are charging in excess of the fixed
price for meat.

The Attorney General: That is not hap-
pening now.

Mr. HTEGNEY: I challenge the Minister
to let the House know that that is not the
practice. If he will make inquiries from
retail butchers, he will find that it is so.
It appears that a number of retail butchers
definitely contend that they will have to
close their shops if they are forced to sell
meat at the fixed price; that the margin
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of profit would be insullicient, and that they
wou* ld not he able to carry on. I have made
this assertion before, and I repeat it: That
retail butchers are selling meat at from 2d.
to 5d. per lb. above the price fixed by the
Commission. We all know that retail butchers
are honest people, hut they arc now held
up to the public as being business people
who are dishonest. I understand there is
no price ceiling for producers. I would
like to know why producers are not limited
as to price. I know that the Premier would
be greatly disinterested in that direction
and also the Minister for, Agriculture.

The Premier: Was there any ceiling under
Commonwealth control?~

M . HEGNEY: I doubt if many members
on the Government side would be much
interested in limiting the price of stock.

Th9 Premier: There was no ceiling under
Commonwealth control.

Mr. HEGNEY: There is that interjection
again! There was no ceiling under Com-
monwealth control! "No power to Can-
berra!I Give us control of prices and we
will reduce them. They will not do it in
Canberra but we will do it our way."

Hon. F. 3. S. Wise: "I say to yo"

Mr. HTEGNEY: I can see the Premier's
photograph now when he assured the public,
"I tell you now that there will be a reduc-
tion in prices and an increase in wages,"
and now the Premier can smile like a billy-
goat in a cabbage garden, but he cannot
deny that fact-the very definite statement
that prices would be reduced. I am asking
why prices are not reduced at the source
of supply.

The Attorney General: Margins are re-
duced, of course.

Mr. HEGNEY: I know! The Prices
Commissioner fixes the prices which the
retailer is to charge to the consumer. As
far as I know, if there is any appeal, the
Retailers' Association would make repre-
sentations, through the Prices Commis-
sioner or the Minister, to the advisory com-
mittee. I do not know whether that is the
procedure, but I should say it would be.
If the Minister is satisfied that the margin
is sufficient to enable retailers to sell at
a profit, the retailers are not satisfied. And
this is the other vital point-I have chal-
lenged the Minister before anad I repeat

the challenge in the public interest-the
public should know that the basic wage is
much lower than it should be if the actual
price being charged to consumers is sup-
plied to the Statistician who, in turn, would
have to reflect the increased price in the
cost-of-living index figure, and consequently
the basic wage, as declared by the Arbitra-
tion Court, would be higher than it is. I
challenge the -Minister to refute that state-
ment, but to date he has not seen fit to
give the House the information to which
it is entitled.

I think that in the public interest a
Royal Commission should be appointed to
investigate all the ramifications of the meat
industry. If that were done, the public
would feel more satisfied than they are
today because they know that between the
retail butcher and the consumer there is a
certain amount of goodwill and yet retailers
definitely contend that they are placed in
the position of being forced to break the
law to get a sufficient turnover to enable
them to carry on. Through the Attorney
General, I would like the Government to
give the public some indication of what it
proposes to do to rectify the position. If
the Attorney General does not know, I anm
sure other Ministers must he aware that the
prices charged to consumers are in excess
of those fixed by the Prices Commissioner.

The Attorney General: I do not think
they are today.

Mr. HEGNEY: In reply to my questions,
the Attorney General has admitted previ-
ously that that is so.

The Attorney General: Oh no, I have not.

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not propose to quote
those admissions now, but on a perusal of
the votes and proceedings it will be found
that the Attorney General has admitted
that.

The Attorney General: I said, "on odd
occasions," or wordh to that effect.

Mr. HEGNEY: That statement can be
refuted because the Minister said flbat a
number of charges were pending against
retailers of meat.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise.: Do not take any
notice of the Attorney General.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Minister does not
expect me to believe that with the experi-
ence in prices administration he has had
and with the advantage of the advice of
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the inspectors attached to the Prices
Branch, he does not know that the charg-
ing of excessive prices is rampant. If
people are to be charged an increased price
for meat, that increase should be reflected
in the subsequent adjustment of the basic
wage. If the retailers are not receiving a
requisite margin of profit, some remedy
should be found.

The Attorney General: Are you suggest-
ing decontroIl

Mr. HEGNEY: No; I am suggesting that
the Government appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to investigate the peculiarities pf the
industry so that some remedy may be found
for the present unsatisfactory position,
that something may be done to protect the
-consuming public and that there may be
provided some fair method of controlling
retail butchers.

HOW. J. T. TONEIM (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.51]: A little while ago the Pre-
mier interjected that Appropriation Bills
had often been passed by the Assembly
without debate. That is true, but not in
circumstances such as those obtaining this
year. Members are obliged to take advan-
tage of the time offering, short as it is,
on the Appropriation Bill to say those
things for which so far insufficient time
has been allowed. When the Premier's
guillotine motion was before the House to
provide for the completion of certain de-
bates at definite times he said-

I feel that there is every justification for
the motion. Members will not suffer as a re-
sult of it. I hope it will be carried.
Mtembers have suffered as a result of it.
If we take the debate on the Loan Esti-
mates, the Premier cannot point to a single
instance of a member having occupied an
inordinate length of time in speaking. In
fact a number of members had no oppor-
tunity to speak at all. Those members
have suffered from the motion moved by
the Premier. He has also said-

T repeat that ample time will be prodided
under these proposals for members to debate,
not only the general Estimates, but the Loan
Eetiates as well.
The Premier must now acknowledge that
ample time was not provided and, there-
fore, that either he was not telling the
truth when he made that statement, or
that he had made no attempt to calculate
what time was required in order to pro-
vide ample opportunity for discussion.

The Premier: More time than usual.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is no answer.

The Premier might say that the usual dis-
cussion on the Appropriation Bill took
about five minutes and that, if he provided
10 minutes, that was more than usual. Of
course that is so, but it is no satisfactory
answer to the Premier's statement that
ample time would be provided to discuss
the Loan Estimates to say that more time
than usual had been provided. This is an
unusual session; there was no Address-in-
reply debate.

Mr. Marshalli33There have been some un-
usual happenings, too.

The Premier: Do you think it right that
two members should occupy the best part
of 10 hours? What would have happened
if the motion had not been carriedt

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: What would have
happened had the Premier been decent the
whole way throughi

Hon. J. T. TONKINi: I am speaking of
the assurance given by the Premier at the
time the motion was being discussed. He
was then speaking about the future. He
repeated that ample time would be provided
for members to debate, not only the Gen-
eral Estimates, but the Loan Estimates as
well. The Premier must now acknowledge
that ample time was not provided.

The Premier: Hour after hour taken up
with points of order!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Not a single minute
has been taken up with points of order
during the discussion of the Loan Esti-
mates, so the Premier cannot get away
with that. There is only one answer,
namely, that ample time was not provided
and that some members have suffered as
a result of the passing of the motion.

The motion limiting the time for debate
was passed as part of the pattern that
has been followed this session of making
the conduct of this House subservient to
the interests of the Government Party.
Nothing else mattered. Everything else
has been determined and conditioned ac-
cording to the political needs of the two
Parties forming the Government. This
must be admitted. No exgument to the
contrary would be of any avail, because
an examination of what has taken place
would bear out what I have stated. The
Premier is seeking to have the Appropria-
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tion Bill passed in September. This will
mean that at least nine months and prob-
ably 10 months will elapse before Parlia-
ment meets, again.

The Premier: That is not necessary.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is most unusual,
and it is idle for the Premier to say it is
not necessary. For years, until the emer-
gency in which the Government finds itself
arose, the Parliament of this State has not
opened the session until the last week in
July. A new Government neeis several
months to prepare its legislative pro-
gramme, that is, if it intends to have a
legislative programme, though that does
not worry the present Government much.
If the Government is to prepare a legisla-
tivd programme and elections are held in
March or April, it is not possible to call
Parliament together mnuch before July.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: When do you think
the elections will be held?

Haon. J. T. TOKIJN: Calculating that
the elections will take place between the
18th March and the 8th April-my guess
is the 8th April though probably the 1st
April would be more appropriate--

The Premier: I do not think it has the
Slightest bearing.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Calculating that
that is when the elections will take place,
it is unlikely that any Government would
he ready to meet Parliament much before
July. This means that practically 10
months will elapse without Parliament's
sitting. It is fairly certain that some mat-
ters of importance requiring 'Parliamentary
attention will ariae'long before that, but
the Government is not concerned ,about
what might happen next month or the
month after in the matter of the legislative
needs of the country. So long as it can
reach the safety of recess it will be satis-
fied, and the interests of the country, so
far as the Government is concerned, can
look after themselves.

The member for Beverley quite justly
criticised the Government for its failure to
introduce legislation to deal with vermin
control. When the Labour Party was in
Dfflce and I had been Minister for Agricul-
bure just a matter of weeks, the present
Deputy Premier, who was at that time the
[seader of the Oppsition, had an urgency
motion discussed in the House drawing

attention to the fact that the then Govern-
ment had taken no action to implement the
findings of the Royal Commission on ver-
min, of which he had been chairman.

A number of members now sitting on the
Government side supported the then
Leader of the Opposition in that matter.
1 pointed out that I had not even read the
report at that time; far less was I in a
positioni to introduce legislative proposals
based upon it. But that did not sati'sfy
the then Leader of the Opposition or his
colleagues. They wanted immediate action
because the matter ,was supposed to be of
such great urgency. 'Subsequently, when I
introduced a Bill to amend the Act, which
gave effect to a few of the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission, the Leader
of the Opposition was very critical because
the Labour Government 's proposals did
not include a proposition for the establish-
ment of mobile units, which were to be
financed by levying a tax upon urban an,
-well as rural lands. I strenuou sly opposed&
the suggestion. I said I did not agree with
it and would not have it included in the
Bill. The then Leader of the Opposition
was very concerned about that and at the
last election wade a definite promise to
the electors. He said that if he were
returned as a member of the Government
then the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on vermin would be given full
effect.

Hon. A. R. G. Hlawke: Those were his
words.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I knew very well:
that that was merely an empty. promise
and I informed the Government so at the
first opportunity after the election. But
I was then told, "You are in too much of
a hurry. Give the Government a chance to
put its-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise. Give the Liberals a
chance!

Hon, 3. T. TONKIN: -programme into
operation." So I raised the matter hkgain
the next year.

The Premier: Give the Government
another chance 1

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I raised the matter
again the following session but .still re-
ceived no satisfactory reply. This year,
when I twitted the Government with the
fact that there had been no suggestion of
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vermin legislation, the Minister for Educa-
tion interjected that a Bill was then before
Cabinet for consideration. I said, " That
does not make any difference. That is as
far as it will get." Events have proved
that I was right. That Bill got no further
than the Cabinet, if it ever got there, So
at the end of this session, after the Govern-
ment has had three complete sessions, there
is no sign of the Bill which was so urgent
three years ago in order to implement all
the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sion. The Bill upon which the promise was
made to the electors has not appeared at
all.-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is only one of
many.-

Ron. J1. T. TONKIN: It has not appear-
.cd because of the impossibility of getting
agreement between the 'Country Party and
the Liberal Party on the question of put-
ting a tax on urban as well as rural lands.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Tha~t is. itl
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Mr. Downing is

not in favour of it!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What are we to
thing~ of Parties which go on the hastings
and make a definite promise of that nature,
knowing full well that they had no inten-
tion of keeping it?

lion. R. J. S. Wise: It is only one of
Pany.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: it was a very im-
portant one to which attention ought to be
drawn. The assurance given early this ses-
sion that the Bill was before Cabinet for
consideration was merely subterfuge, as
there was no intention whatever of bring-
ing- it in. The legislative programme of
the Government this session has been com-
paratively barren.

The Premier: Too much legislation!I We
can do with less!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Too much'?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Govern-
maent promised this Bill.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Among- others.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: As the Government
bhad nothing else it was not prevented from
brirnring this Hill alongZ, had it been so
minded. But the Bill did not get here, and
I vt-nture to say that if there* is not a

change of Government after the next elee
tion, there will still he no agreement on th,
proposed Vermin Bill. There might hi
agreement on a Vermin Bil but it would hi
a different proposition from*- that recoin
mended by the Royal Commission. 'Main
no mistake about that!I

I 'was very disappointed when the debati
on the Estimates concluded, because I wai
not given an opportunity to let the peoph
know how this Government is prepared tx
administerethe affairs of State in the inter,
eats of its friends, whether such action ii
against the interests of the State or not
Now that I have the opportunity I propds(
to say a few words about the Government'
action in Allowing Co-operative Bulk Hand.
liog to control road transport of wheat. I
asked the Minister for Trgnsport to let m(
have the file, which he kindly did, and then.
fore the information I now propose tc
place on record is obtained from the fih(
dealing with the matter. That is necessar3
mn order to get a proper appreciation el
what took place, and of how pressure wai,
brought to bear upon the Minister to knoi;
what the Transport Board and the Wheal
Board thought about the proposition wher
it was first mooted.

Mfessrs. Braine and Ackland-I take Mr,
Ackland to he the member for Irwin-Moore
although the file does not say so-waited
on the Minister for Transport on the 10tb
September, 1948, in connection with thh
matter. On the 25th November the MIin-
ister for Transport wrote to Mr. 'Braine stat-
ing that on further consideration he had
decided that he could not grant Co-oper-
ative Bulk Handling the control of road
transp~rt of wheat and that he had auth-
orised the Transport Board to proceed with
arrangements. 'Mr. Braine was not going
to he satisfied with that, so along he went
to the 'Minister for Transport again. The
result of the second visit was that the Mfin-
ister for Transport, after further consider-
ing the matter, allowed Co-operative Bulk
H andling- to take control of road transport
of wheat. T propose to read some comments
from the file dealing with this matter to
show what the result has been. When the
proposition was fit put to the Transport
Board, the chairman asked the transport
officer for his opinion. I propose to read ex-
cerpts from it. These are taken from the
Transport Board file 63/48--
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While appreciating the viewpoints enum-
erated by Co-op. Bulk Handling Ltd. in sub-
stantiation of their request to control traus-
part of wheat by road from country sidings to
porti, I am of the opinion that where control
of road transport of goods is required, be-
yond the handling capacity of the Railway
Department, such control should be exercised
by a Government instrumentality, and particu-
larly by one who has been granted specific
powers to control transport.

Any fair-minded man would have to agree
that that is a proper statement of the posi-
tion. The minute continues-

The Board could not delegate the required
authority to Co-operative Bulk Handling, hut
a reasonable working compromisie can be
effected.

This is because the board is being pressed
to agree to Co-operative Bulk Handling do-
ing the job.

In order to visualise the nature of the
compromise I will deal seriatim, with points
raised by Co-operative Bulk Handling-'

'(a) Permits were issued for specific vebliles,
and to ensure that only such vehicles were
used a written authority was issued to bin at-
tendants not only specifying the particular
vehicles to be used but nominating the par-
ticular siding from which wheat should be
transported. Even with this safeguard bin at-
tendants (employees of Co-operative Bulk
Handling) disregarded authorities in some in-
stances and loaded unauthorised vehicles.

(b) (i) (a) and (i) (b)-lspeetion of
vehicles by Co-operative Bulk Han dling-

This is quite acceptable, but I suggest that
Co-operative Bulk Handling prepare specifi-
cations and plans of type of bodies to be used.
Suich specifications and plans can be handed
to applicants by .ouraelves with the advice that
bodies must be finally approved by Co-operative
Bulk Handling.

(i) (c) Such restriction as suggested will deny
us the use of the larger type diesel trucks
specially designed and built by the world's
leading manufacturer for the economic and
efficient haulage of goods by road.

These vehicles performed admirahly last
year, and the objections that such vehicles can-
not he weighed at country sidings (where
weigbbridges are outdated) can be overcome in
the same wanner that applied last season, but
to ensure that loads were not tampered with
bins with suitable coverings could easily be
designed and used.

(i) (d) and (i) (e) To be embodied i
plans and specilfications suggested in para-
graph (b) (i) (a) and (i) (b).

(ii) Agreed.
(iii) Such authorities were prepared and is-

suzed by the Board last year (copy attached).
(b) (iv) Objection: During previous periods

of wheat carting it was necessary to restrict
road transport to the most economic reas-to
concentrate as far as possible vehicle use to

highways capable of carrying the traffic. ip
several instances it was necessary to convince
Co-operative Bulk Handling that particulair
sidings were to be left to rail trnnspot in;
order to protect the railways and to prott
light roads.

(v) Last year notice-boards at receiving
points were used to instruct operators in re-
gard to conditions and rules that arose from
time to time.

(vi) I suggest that where non)-compliance
with rules and conditions is observed Co-op-
erative Bulk Handling should advise the Hoard
and suggest cancellation of authority.

Paragraph 3. 1 consider that there is need
for Co-opem~tive Bulk Handling to employ an
officer to check the points enumerated in thin
paragraph of their letter hereunder.

Paragraph 4. Violation of industrial
awards relating to 4rivc' rs of'vehicles is a
rarity. Drivers were usually paid wages con-
siderably in excess of those coveked under any
awards, hut unfortuntately last year a number
of Co-operative Bulk Handling's own em-
ployees violated the company's own instruc-
tions regarding loading out of hours, with the
result that a very lucrative ''racket" de-
veloped. It is in respect of this matter that
I consider that an officer of Co-operative Bulk
Handling should be employed to prevent a&
similar occurrence.

In an endeavour to ensure a mininin of
overloading of vehicles we invited the aid of
the Police Traffic Department to weigh loaded
vehicles as often as possible at Fremntle. tUn-
fortunately the Department was short-staffed
and without adequate mobility, hut such is not
now the case and therefore the abuse of over-
loading can be considerably reduced.

I believe that the objections to a private
company handling in its entirety road trans-
port of wheat will arise from' the Australian
Wheat Boald and the Main Roads Depart-
mneat.

On three occasions this Board has handled
the work to the complete satisfaction of the
Australian Wheat Board, which, as owners of
the wheat, will have the final say regarding
the control and organisation of road trans-
port should such be necessary again this
season.

That was the report which went to the Minis-
ter for Transport and he subsequently
allowed Co-operative Bulk Handling to take
charge. The file shows that on the 2nd
March of this year the Commissioner of'
Railways complained to the Minister for
Transport against the continuation of road
transport. When I made that statement in
this House a few months ago, the Minister
for Railways denied that the Commissioner
had ever done such a thing; but I found the
letter on the file myself. Section 4S, Sub-
section (1) (a) and (b) of the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act reads as follows:-
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(1) No person shall drive, or cause or per-
milt any person employed by or under any con-
tractual engagement with him, or subject to
his orders, to drive any commercial goods ve-
hicle which is required to be licensed pursuant
to this Act-

(a) for any continuous period of more
than five and one-half hours; or

(b) for continuous periods amounting in
the aggregate to more than eleven hours in
respect of any period of twenty-four hours,
commencing at midnight;

The Amnalgamated Road Transport Union
became very concerned because a number of
owner-drivers, put on by Co-operative Bulk
Handling, were disregarding those provi-
sions to the detriment of regular drivers
employed on wages. The union rote to
the Transport Board drawing attention to
the matter and asking that action be taken.
This is the reply received; and it will show
how wrong it is to take away from a Gov-
erment department the control of transport
and hand it over to a private cqmpany. The
letter is dated the 12th April, 1949. It is
from the chairman of the Transport Board
to the secretary of the union, and it reads,
inter alia-

'Unfortunately the work of organising this
transport carried out by this Board 'a officers
in _the past has this year been transferred to
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. Thus we
have lost the most effective mneans of con-
trolling the operation of vehicles.

On the same date the chairman of the Trans-
port Board wrote 'to the manager of Co-
operative Bulk Handling, pointing out that
the hoard had no jurisdiction to stipulate
the loading or unloading times and therefore
it was difficult to regulate the vehicles to
meet the requirements of the Act. So the
-requirements of the Act could not be policed
by the Transport Board, the appropriate
authority, because the control of the road
transport of wheat had been taken oat of its
bands by this Government and handed to, a
private company. I would say the same no
-matter what company it was. In this case
it happened to be Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd.

The Mitnister for Housing: Which is the
farmers' own organisation whose wheat was
-being carted.

'Ton. J. T. TONKIN: That makes no
difference. It was a private company; and
Parliament intended that the administration
of this Act should be in the hands of the
Transport Board. Is the Mlinister arguing

that his idea is preferable to the idea of
Parliment and that any part of the busi-

*ness which should be under the control of
the Transport Board is better in the hands
of a private companyI Is that what he is
arguing?

The Minister for Housing: I was saying
that the farmers' co-operative company is
carting the wheat that the farmers grow.

Hon. J. T. TONKINT: What difference
does that make?

The Minister for Rousing: I think it
makes a great deal of difference.

Eon. J. T. TONKIN: Does it! If there
is any strength in that argument the people
who cart grapes that the grape-growers pro-
duce should be allowed to control that cart-
ing and it should be taken out of the bands
of the Transport Board, and the people who
produce coal at Collie should be allowed to
arrange the cartage of it without reference
to the Transport Board. We would thus
get into a chaotic state.

The Minister for Housing: A good many
people cart what they produce themselves.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: If Parliament in-
tended that the people who produce commo-
dities should be in charge of the transport
of those commodities, it would have said so
by making provision for it in the Act. But
Parliament provided that all transport, and
its co-ordination, should be under the Trans-
port Board. I have rend where the board.
said that because the transport of wheat
had been taken out of its bands, it found it
extremely difflcult to see that the require-
ments of the Act, especially Section 48,
were being adequately met.

The Minister for Housing: I am not satis-
fled that the supervision might not have
been exercised.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wish to quote
one or two more short references from the
file in order to have the position placed on
record. On the 18th July of this year there
was a minute from the transport officers as,
follows:-

(a) The direction of wheat trucks was
handled by Co-operative Bulk Handling, al-
though our Ilense was held by operators. It
was suggested that the nest step should be a
direct appeal to Co-operative Bulk Handling
to direct traffic from the roads concerned on
to the main road to Wvalkatebem via Dowerin
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and that, should this approach fail, for the
road board to secure powers from the Hon.
Minister for Local Government to regulate
traffic in its own district.

7hat minute was written because the Wyal-
katchem Road Board was complaining that
its light roads were being smashed to pieces,
and it could make no headway with Co-
operative Bulk Handling with regard to, a
diversion of traffic. When it wrote to the
Transport Board, the board had to admit
that it had no authority to deal with the
matter. That is the situation which the
Minister for Housing is defending because
he says the farmers grow their own wheat.
The Transport Board suggested that the
next step should be a din~ct appeal to Co-
operative Bulk Handling to direct traffic
from the roads concerned to the main road.
Further, the Wyalkatchemn Road Board de-
sired to have school bus routes closed against
wheat trucks, for obvious reasons. But the
Transport Board was powerless to take any
action because the matter had been taken
out of his hands and given to Co-operative
Bulk Handling, a private company. It is
pretty hard to justify the giving over of a
job, which was meant to be the job of a
State department, to the control of a pri-
vate company, no matter who the company
is or what it is doing. I do not think a
single argument can be advanced in support
of the idea.

The Minister for Housing: Have you
looked at Section 3 of the Bulk Handling
Act?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, and I am sorry
I have not the time to do so because of the
action taken by the Minister's Government.
The Government has been a long time an-
nouncing who is to, be manager of the Fre-

-mantle Harbour Trust. This is some mome
of the perspicacity in decision. Applica-
tions were called months ago. It was com-
mon talk in the port that a certain gentle-
man had got the job. I could mention his
name if I thought it wise to do so. Weeks
went by, and nothing happened. What was
the trouble? Were there not enough appli-
cants of sufficient merit? Or is it that after
having made the selection someone objected
and the Government had not the backbone
to go on with the business? It is most re-
markable, but we could find a thousand
people in Fremantle who could tell us the
name of the man who was supposed to have

been selected, and the man who ran second,
but there is still no pronouncement about
the position. I think there is an obligation
on the Government to do something about
this, and to make a public statement as to
why no appointment is being made. If not,
it should call fresh applications. Or is this
something else in connection with which the
Government wants to get into the safety of
recess because it is afraid of criticism if the
House is still sitting? It looks mighty like
that.

The Minister for Housing: On occasions
some time elapses before these things are
finalise .d, in the case of any Government.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is a wise re-
mark because it says absolutely nothing.

The Minister for Housing: It happens
often in the experience of all Governments.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister for
Housing should not be so foolish as to
imagine that I do not know very much
about this. I would not say what I am say-
ing if I did not know a little more about it
than just hearsay. Would the Minister like
me to give the name of the man selected,
and why the appointment was held up?

The Minister for Works: It would not be
ver~y ju dicious, would it?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Now we are off on
another tack.

The Minister for Lends: As far as I am
concerned, I would give you your head.
Say what you like'. You are on your feet.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Say what I like!
The Minister for Lands: It is your job.

If you think you ought to say it, then do so.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I do not think I
ought to say it, but I know it all the same.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
you ought to refer to it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
ought to refer to it. Fancy that from a
Minister who talks about perspicacity in de-
cision! Applications were called months
ago and a decision made weeks ago, and no
announcement yet. What about the chaps
who put in for the job? Are they not en-
titled to know something about it, or are
they to be kept in suspense until Parliament
rises? We cannot find a single example of
perspicacity in decision. But the Govern-
ment made a mouthful of it because of some
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alleged delay by the er-Minister for Rail-
ways regarding a coal contract. Because it
was not finalised before this Government
came into power, the MIinister came in for
severe criticism.

The Minister for Housing: That was 15
months old.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The matters that
are the subjects of agreements in connec-
tion with bulk-handling are two .years old,
and there is still not one for Bunbury.

The Mlinister for Housing: I do not know
about two years.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Well, add up from
the 1st October, 1947, until the 27th Sep-
tember, 1949, because that is exactly the
time, and there is still not one for Bunbury.
It took almost that time for Fremantle.

The Premier: I see that in 1943 VOu sup-
ported a Government that met on the 5th
August, 1943, closed Parliament on the 8th
August, 1943, and did not meet again until
July, 1944.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Will the Premier
be good enough to give the reason why, be-
cause he did not protest about it at the time.

The Premier: And you did not, either.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is well known
that when one considers any action the cir-
cumstances surrouzjding it must he taken
into account.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There was a 'war
on then.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The circumstances
were entirely different, and in no way com-
parable with those at present.

The Premier: Except that you are in
opposition.

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: floes the -Premier
mean to tell me that if the action taken at
that time, which I was supposed to have
supported and'-which the Premier also sup-
ported, was inconsiderate, the Opposition of
that day would not have raised its voice in
protest? The Opposition did not voice any
protest because there was nothing to protest
about.

The Premier: You did all the business in
that time.

Hon- J. T. TONKIN: Can you, Mr.
Speaker, imagine any member of the Govern-
ment side protesting when the Opposition
did not see fit to raise a protest?

The MLinister for Works: Will you quote
the reason?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The example given
by the Premier is of no consequence at all,
whereas the action he has taken this session
has raised justifiable protest in view of the
fact that he announced his intention of
giving ample time for discussion. He must
have known what time would be required in
what should have been the third session of
the Parliament.

The Premier: You have bad far more
time this session than ever before.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This is not the
third session, but the second session of the
Parliament.

The Premier: And you have had ffir
more time during this session. I

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The illustration
given by the Premier is of no consequence
whatever, and he knows that the two posi-
tions are not comparable.

MR.. MLAY (Collie) [10.31j: 1 do nbt
think the Premier can accuse me,.as he has
accused so many other members, of having
unnecessarily taken -up the time of the
House. Rather have I spent the time in a
diligent search of the Genera] Estimates,
the Departmental Estimates and the Appro-
priation Bill, endeavouring to find some sign
that the Government appreciates the import-
ant position reached by the coalmnining in-
dustry in this State. I have endeavoured
to find in the Estimates some indication that
the Government intends to provide at Collie
technical educational facilities similar, to
some extent, to those existing at Kalgoorlie.
If such technical education were available
on the coalfields, it would enable many of
those engaged in the industry to study and
keep abreast of the times and prepare them-
selves for the increasing mechanisation of
the industry that must take place in the near
future.

At present, when men with certain quail -
eations are required to take up managerial
positions in the mines, it is necessary to get
them from outside the industry, solely be-
cause the young men horn, bred and at pre-
sent working in the industry, find them-
selves unable-in spite of their desire to do
so-to acquire the necessary knowledge. On
this, the last opportunity I shall have during
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.this session, I appeal to the Government to
provide at Collie facilities :'similar to those
at the School of Mines in Kalgoorlie, in
order that the young men in the industry
may undergo the necessary technical train-
ing to'qualify them for managerial and, exe-
cutive positions. I do not decry the fact
that facilities for such training are pro-
vided at Kalgoorlie, hut I do not think it
.can be denied that, in all fairness, similar
,opportunities should be made available to
the men on the Collie coalfields.

It is a crying shame that legislation had
to be brought down this session to enable
experienced men to be brought into the coatl-
mining industry from outside, over the heads
of those who have spent their lives on the
Collie coalfields, but have been prevented,
through lack of opportunity for study, from
qualifying themselves to fill positions of
control in the industry. Even at this late
hour, I appeal to the Government to do
soniething in this regard, because the im-
portance of the coalmining industry warrants'
it. I am asking no more than the importance
,of the industry deserves. To my personal
knowledge, there are at present 11 men at
Collie who have studied as far as the avail-
able facilities permit them, in an endeavotur
to obtain manager's certificates. But, solely
due to the fact that there is no-one available
to take them further in their studies, we are
now faced with the position where qualified
men have to be brought in from outside the
industry.

A school of mines, or its equivalent, 'is a
most 'urgent need at Collie, in the interests
of the whole State, and it is still not too
late for the Government, out of the enor-
mous funds available to it over and above
what it will be able to spend during the cur-
rent financial year, to make provision for
such an institution.

The Premier: What would you think of ax
mining section being established at the Tech-
nical School at Collie 9

Mr. MAY: I do not care what action is
taken, prodided that the men there are given
opportunity to further their studies and ob-
tain their certificates of competence as man-
agers. I ask the Premier to consult the
M1inister for Mines and, if necessary, to in-
struct him to takie the necessary action in
this regard. I would have liked to say
much mbre on this occasion but, in view of

the action of the Government in strangling
the opportunity of members to speak fully
on. matters they desire to bring before the
House, I will content myself with hoping
that the Premier will rant the request I
have made.

Several members rose in their places.

Point of Order.

-Mr. Speaker: There are three members
who desire to speak and as there are 20
minutes left I ask those three members to
take six minutes each. That is my sugges-
tion and I place them in the following
order :-The member for Irwin-Moore, the
member for Guildford-Midland and the
member for Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I object to this. It
is 20 minutes to 11 and it is impossible to
get speakers through in that time. I have
been trying to catch your eye, Mr. Speaker,
and we are being butchered to satisfy the
vanity of two members. I refuse to he so
butchered either by those two members or
by "Butcher" McLarty. I have a right to
talk.

Mr. Speaker: Order! Is the hon. member
raising a point of orderl

I-on. J_ B. Sleeman: Yes. I iebjeet ' Mir.
Speaker, to your saying that the member fop
Irwin-moore is to go first, the member~for
Guildford-Midland second and poor Slee-
man is going to be the damned last. What
about the member for Kalgoorlie? There
are several members who want to speak and
yet you, Mr. Speaker, named the member
for Irwin-Moore first. There are only 20
minutes left so how can the three of us pos-
sibly speak in that time?7 I tried to catch
your eye and I claim the right to speak.

Mr. Speaker: I call on the member for
Irwin-Moore.

Hon. J. B3. Sleeman: Then I am going to
move, Mr. Speaker, that your ruling be dis-
agreed with. 'The member for Irwin.-Moore
was not the first on his feet. Let us have
a fair go! The reason you called on the
member for Irwin-Moore was so that the
Government members could speak and play
out time. You must thiuk we are a lot of
dumb floras.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Hon. J. B. 'Sleeman: I intend to move
that your ruling be disagreed with.
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Mr. Speaker: With what ruling do you
disagreet

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That you, Mr.
Speaker, called on the member for Irwin-
Moore and he was not on his feet. You
deliberately called him so that we would not
have a chance to speak. 'You are as bad as
the Minister for Health.

Mr. Speaker: I am afraid I do niot under-
stand the hon. member's point. I call on the
member for Irwin-'Moore to proceed.

Debate Resumed.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) i10.421:
1 must admit that I am sorry-

As to Procedure.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke. On a point of

order, Mr. Speaker. The member for Irwin-
Moore voted for the application of the "gag"
and thereby played a part in preventing
members on this side from participating in
this debate as they would like to do. I
would like to know whether you, Sir, think it
is in order that a member who voted for
the application of the "gag" should come in
at this stage and take up part of the small
remaining time.

Mr. Speaker: I have already explained
that three members rose and I suggested
that they take six minutes each.

Hon, F. J1. S. Wise: There are six or eight
on this side of the House who want to speak.

Mr. Ackland: I would bave finished my
remarks by this time if I had been permit-
ted to continue.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman;- The member for
Irwin-Moore only wants to have a go at the
member for North-East Fremantle. The
Speaker has been deliberately pushing him
so as to give him the opportunity.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise; The member for
Irwin-Moore sent aL note to the Premier ask-
ing him could he speak. It is on the floor
at the moment.

Hon. A- U. Gr. Hawke: If you, Mr.
Speaker, will not uphold my point of order
about the question of whether a member who
voted for the application of the gag should
now he allowed to take up the few precious
remaining moments, would you uphold me
on a point of decency as to whether it is
right and proper for a member who voted
for the "gag" to try to use up some of the
few remaining minutes?

Mr. Speaker: I canot give a ruling on a
point of decency. The member for Irwin-
Moore may proceed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I want to raise a
Point of order. The attitude adopted by
the member for Irwin-Moore was similar to
that of a member seeking to move for an
adjournment. It is moved so that he can
get up and speak in order to waste the time
of the House. it is a disgraceful thing.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think there is a
point of order in that;

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It definitely is a
point of order.

Mr. Speaker: The member for Irwin-
Moore may proceed.

Debate Resumned.

Mr. ACKLAND: It seemed to me that it
was necessary for some reply to be given to
the member for North-East Fremantle--

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And you were pushed
in to give it.

Mr. ACKLAND: -regarding statements
which he has made this evening. I am sorry
that I have not come here prepared-

lion. A. A. M. Coverley: Without a brie?
being supplied to you.

Mr. ACKLAND: -with all the necessary
information, but I can give it in a sketchy
sort of way and I am sure it will refute the
statements which the hon. member made.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I quoted from the fie.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the first instance,
when the Government handed over the man-
agemnent and control of the transfer tower
conveyor and shipping gallery at the Fre-
mantle Co-operattive Bulk Handling, the
Government was only giving to the company
what it thought was the company's right.

Point of Order.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker! You said that the member for
Irwin-Moore was to speak, then the member
for Midland-Guildford and then the mem-
her for F'remantle. Would you say how
many minutes you are going to allow each
one Of us to speak?

The Premier: What power has the Speaker
to say that?

Mr. Speaker: I only made a suggestion
because of the -remaining time and the an-
her of members who wanted to sjpeak.
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The Premier: The Speaker cannot stop
him.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I know he cannot,
but he could have stopped pushing the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore into it.

Debate Resumed,

Mr. ACKLAND: If I may proceed. The
Goveftment only granted to the company
something which was correct and was recti-
fying a mistake made by the previous Ad-
ministration. Before the company took over
the control, the fundamental basis-

Point of Order.

Mr. Itodoreda: On a point of order!I
Hon. J. B. Sleenian: Don't let Irwin-

Moore talk. Keep moving points of order
and cut him out.

The Premier: From a former Speaker!
You are a disgrace to the Chair.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And you are a dis-
grace to the position you hold.

Mr. Rodoreda: So far as I can find out
there is no item on the Loan Estimates which
deals with bulk-handling, nor is -there any-
thing in the Revenue Estimates. Would
you, Mr. Speaker, say that the member for
Irwin-Moore is in order in discussing Co-
operative Bulk Handling on this Appropria-
tion Bill'?

Mr. Speaker: The Appropriation Bill ad-
mits general discussion, as do the General
Estimates. The member for Irwin-Moore
may proceed.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is another new ruling.

Debate Resumed,

Mr. ACKLAND: Before the company
took over control the fundamental basis of
the agreement was agreed to by the commit-
tee which, I believe, was set up by a preVi-
ones Administration-the Government Bulk
Handling Advisory Committee. The Under
Treasurer was a member of that committee.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That committee was
against it and you know it.

Mr. ACKLAND: That committee was the
one that decided the fundamentals and the
basis of the agreement which was prepared
by tle-

As to Extension of Time Limit.
Mr. Hegney: 'On a point of order, Mr.

Speaker! I want to know whether, in the
circumstances, when 11 o'clock arrives you

will accept a motion that an extension of
time be granted to a couple of those mem-
bers who desire to speak on the Appropria-
tion Bill so ably introduced by the Premier.
I would like an assurance that the member
for Guildford-Midland, the member for Fre-
mantle and the member for Kimberley will
be given at least six minutes each. I know
of other members, too, who desire to speak
and if this Bill is to be passed by 11 o'clock
it will mean that they are going to be sand-
bagged and after the member for Irwin-
Moore they will not he allowed to speak.
That places the Hous in an bnpos-
sible position and there ought to be some
compromise to enable those members to ad&
dress the chamber. -If that is not done .bat
chance have we of speaking when the guillo-
tine falls at 11 p-m.'? I would like an assur-
ance either from you, Mr. Speaker, or from
the Premier, that members who desire to
speak will be given an opportunity to do so.

Mr. Speaker: That is not a point of order.
It'is not a question of giving members so
much time each. That was a suggestion.

Mr. Hlegney: Then perhaps the Premier
would give an assurance. If he would do
that it would clear the atmosphere.

I r. Speaker: The member for Irwin-
Moore may proceed.

Debate Resumed,

Mr. ACKLAND: I have already mentioned
that the Under Treasurer was a member of
that committee. Naturally the preparation
of the agreement was handed over to the
Crown Law Department to be finalised. I
do not think the member for North-East
Fremantle for one minute believes'in his
heart that the legal members of Cabinet
should have prepared it as he mentioned
when he was speaking a short time ago.
Further, the statement of the member for
North-East Frenmantle that the Government
had waited for three years--

As to Minber being no Longor Heard.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: On a point of in-
formation, Mr. Speaker! Would I be in
order in moving that the member for Irwin-
Moore be no longer heard?

Mr. Speaker: He is in the middle of a
speech.

H lon. A. R. G. Hawke: Would I be in
order in moving that moctional
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Mr. Speaker: No, the member for Irwin-
Moore is in the middle of a speech.

Mr. Brady: Mr. Speaker, you made a sug-
gestion earlier, before the member for Irwin-
Moore rose to his feet-

Mr. Speaker: Is this a point of order'

Mr. Brady: Would the member for Irwin-
Moore now agree that his six minutes is up
so that the members whom you have men-
hioned can be allowed to speak?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member wvill re-
sume his seat. That is not a point of order.
The member for Irwin-Moore will continue.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. ACKLAND: If the Opposition mem-
bers would only let me get on I would have
finished long ago.

Hon. J1. B- Sleeman: You should never
have been allowed to get up.

Mr. ACKLAND: The statement by the
member for North-East Fremnantle that the
Government had raised a debit of £C10,000 is
obviously incorrect. It was raised by the
company over two years ago. ' In the first
12 months of that agreement there had been
a debit raised against the Government of,
£6,000 to rectify the mistakes in the transfer
tower at Fremantle, and even today that pay-
mnent has not been made, although the com-
pany has paid its £10,000.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Not within the time
stipulated.

Mr. ACKLAND: It is not the fault of the
Government because the company has not
yet presented its account for that amount.
It is principally the fault of the Railway
Department that the agreement was so long
delayed. It was asking an exaggerated
price for the rent of the land for the erec-
tion of sheer legs for the transfer tower and
many months passed before that final agree-
ment was made.

There is another matter I want to men-
tion which is in reference to road transport
mentioned by the member for North-East
Fremantle. In 1935 the Bulk Handling Act
became law in this country and it was intro-
duced by a Labour administration.

Mr. May: Six minutes to go!

Mr. ACKLAND: In Section 3 of that Aet
we find this;-

(1). Subject to this Act the Company is
hereby granted the sole right until the thirty-
first day of December, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-five, of receiving wheat in
bulk at railway stations and sidings where the
company has installed country bins under this
Act and the sole right to contract or arrange
for the handling, transport by rail and deliv-
cry of such wheat in bulk in the State subject,
however, to the following exception-

Provided that the grower Of any wheat crop
may transport by rail in bulk not more than
ten per cent, of the mairketable Portion of such
crop.

The grower therefore is allowed to handle
ten per cent, of the wheat himself. The
Government has every right to hand the cart-
age of that wheat over to the company.
Would members of the Opposition say that
White Rock Quarries, which has a commo-
dity that they crush, should not be allowed
to handle their production?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Does that firm make
its own 'arrangemetnts?-

Mr. ACKLAND: I do not know what
arrangements it makes. This wheat is the
property of the farmer.

Hen. J. T. Tonkin: That is a, lot of non-
sense!1

Mr. ACKLAND: The farmer, through his
own company, asks that it be delivered to
the port of destination and he is right in do-
ing that. There are several features which
I would like to have mentioned but it
is the Opposition's fault if I have taken
more time than that prescribed.

As to Extenion of Time Limit.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order!I Under Standing Order No.
157 I move-

That the time for the consideration of this
debate be extended by one hour from 11 p.m.
Standing Order No. 157 provides-

A debate whky be adjourned on motion duly
seconded, anid without discussion, or by leave
being granted to a member then speaking to
continue his remarks at a future time either
to a later hour of the same day or to any
other day.

If you rule that motion out of order I will
then move-

That the time be extended to another day.

That is, until tomorrow. I would now like
your advice as to whether the time for this
debate can be extended to midnight-

Mfr. Speaker: That is in direct contradic-
tion to the direction given to the House.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Premier could
alter that direction.

Debate Resunecl.

fl. BEADY (Guildford-Midland)
[10.56]: At this late hour I do not think it
is fair that I should speak and I -will there-
fore concede my time to the member for
Fremantle.

HON. J. B. SLEEMALN (Fremantle)
[10.57]: We are simply being butchered to
enable two members of the Government to
resign in order to contest the Federal elec-
tions. Before 11 o'clock strikes I want to
say to the Minister for Health that if be
does not come up to scratch with this pro-
perty of Mr. Hudson's he will stand branded
in the same way as Mr. Hamilton was
branded in the last issue of "The Sunday
Times."

Mr. May: What did they call Hamiltont

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Attorney
General said tonight that it was idle chatter.
If he wishes to brand himself as an idle
chatterer I do not mind because he is the one
who is doing all 'the ehatterihw'. I al 'so
wish to rcmind the Honorary Minister for
Supply and Shipping that she published a
pamphlet on hospital accommodation and as
to what would happen to the newly-weds. I
want to know what is going to happen to
them now. The Minister for Health has
been saying for the past twelve month;,
"Send them to the King Edward." But the
matron of that hospital blows the gaff in
yesterday's issue of "The Daily News" in
which she says:-

With K.BMMH. already overcrowded before
last week's sudden rush of babies, the nursing
and domestic staff have been rushed "off their
feet" trying to Cope with the work.

In the hospital now are 132 miotbes-a- re-
cord number of patients--and every bit of
space is packed with beds.

"'The wards are full of mothers. And with
more comning in all the time, beds have bad
to be put in all ward corridors," Matron said.
So there is no room in the King Edward
Hospital and the Minister for Health knows
that and has kgown it for the past twelve
months. He did not wish to give the Ere-
mantle district a fair deal and he used that
argument as an excuse. When I presented
a petition signed by over 8,000 Fremantle
people for hospital accommodation he enden-
voured to get the people who said they would

sell their homes to say "No," and that is not
idle ehi.tter. When he found they were
adamant he said he would hold the motion
up for another week until he got "NO" for
an answer. Then 'bhe said that the place.
under consideration was not suitable andI
that was not idle chatter either. Now he is
trying to evade tie next issue in his repre-
sentations to buy the Hudson property and'
to get certain recommendations made. In
fact, it came over the wireless this morning
that the sale was definitely on, but in this
morning's isede of "The West Australian' t

it was reported the sale -was postponed for
the time being. Now we find the Minister
for Health saying that it -was only under
consideration and is still being considered.

The people of Fremantle want more than
consideration; they want a fair deal. -I readT
a letter signed by nine doctorq 'who stated
that a hospital was urgently rired. If it
is not provided immediately* people of
Fremiantle will know what to do. It is of
no use the Honorary Minister for Supply
and Shipping coming down to Fremantle to
address the women there on behalf of a
candidate who is opposing the member for
North-East Fremantle because she will find
she n-ill get no supportP The GOiern-
ment asks people to have babies but they
receive no consideration. Even Sir James,
Mitchell said Fremantle is famous for its
children and that we should produce more
babies but what consideration do the mothers
receive?9 They arc getting none whatsoever.
I hope the Minister for Health will stand up
to his promise and see that they get what
they desire, because if they do not he wilT
be branded in the same way, as I said be-
fore, Hamilton, M.H.R., was branded by the
"Sunday Times." Let me touch on another
question before the axe strikes.

Mr. Hegoey: You have plenty of time.

Hon. J_ B3. SLEEMAN: I hope the Gov-
ernment will not waste any more money-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The question
is-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

I declare the question passed in the af-
firmative.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: In common cour-
tesy, Mr. Speaker, you might have asked
me to resume my seat.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I The question has
been passed in the affirmative.
IHon. F. J. S. Wise: I call for a division,

Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Very. well! The House
will divide.

Division taken with the following re-
sut:-

Ayes.. . . . 24
Noes . .. . .. 21

Majority for

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr: Novell
Mrs. Cardelll1rr
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donor
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hil
air Norbert Keean
Mr. Leslie
Mdr. mamn k

Mr. Brady
Mr.: Covoer

XMr. Fox
Mr. Graham
Mr, Hawks
Mr, Hegney
M1r. flor
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. McCulloch

Anm.L
Mr. Sewar
Mr. Ilaldar

ArmS.
Mr. Me
Mr. M
Mr. Mu
Mr. Nix
.Mr. Pst
Mr. Re
Mr. Shi
Mr. Th
Mr. We
Mr. Wi
Mr. Ya
Mr. Br

NOES.
Mr. Neu
Mr. Nu
Mr. Pai
Mr. Re~
Mr. Ste
Mr. sty
Mr. Tco
Mr. Tri
Mr. Wi
Mr. fbi

PAin.

Mr. SmMr. 01i~

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Now, Sir?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Clauses 1 to 4, Schedules A to 0-agreed

to.
Title:

Mr. HEGNEY: Mr. Chairman-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. HEUNEY: What is the Title of the
Bill?

3The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hion.
member resume his seat?

Mr. HEGNEY: Cannot I get some ex-
Donald planation from the Chair?

Mato The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the
Wals . member for Pilbara obey the Chair?
ad
earn Mr. HEGNEY: I merely want to know
Ora
Uts the Title.

Id1
to@ The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for
mod

{2'ster.) Pilbara, sit down?

edham Mr. HEGNEY: But, Mr. Chairman-

nton The CHAIRMAN: Are you going to obey
yDOMIa the ChairI
'ants
akin Mr. HEGNEY: Yes, but I want to know
at what is the Title.
se

does(Teller.) The CHAIRMAN: I will put the ques-
Lion: That this be the Title of the Bill.

Kozo. Question put and passed; Title agreed
ith
vr to.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

Ina Commwtee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: A Bill for an Act to
appropriate and apply out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund and from moneys to the
-credit of the General Loan Fund and from
the public account certain sums to make good
the Supplies granted for the service of the
year-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Mr. Chairman -

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Ron. A. Ri. G. Hawkie: When you are
reading the preamble, MAr. Chairman, may I
move to amend it by deleting the word
Xlcheerfully"?I

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the mem-
'ber for Northam sit' down?

Mr. Rodoreda: What a farce!
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Third Reading.

THE PREMER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray-Wellington): I move--

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HO0N. F. J. B. WISE (Gascoyne): Mr.
Speaker, on this motion-

Ilr. SPEAKER: Order! There can be
no discussion.

Question put and declared carried.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Divide!
Division taken.

Remarks during Division.

Mr. Hlegney: This is just Fascisma!
Mr. Marshall: It is reducing Parliament

to an absolute farce.
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Mr. Graham: Is not the Government a
:farceI

Mr. Marshall: It is time the people
turned Parliament out.

Mr. Graham:, Heil KeLarty!
Mr. Reynolds: The Independents are 'off

the feneI
HoL. F. J. S. Wise: I bet the Indspeqd-

cunts will not have Liberal opponents at
the election.

Division Resumed.
Division resulted as follows:- 2

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr, Bovell
Mra. Oardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donor
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Sir N. Keenan
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

21

'or . .. 3

Ania.
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nineo
Mr. Perkina
Mr. Read
Mr. Shearn
MT. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

Nos.
Mr. Brady Mr. Needhem
Mr. Ouveric~y Mr. Nulasa.
Mr. Pox Mr. renton
"Mr. Graham Mr. R~eynolds
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeinan
Mr. Hepsey Mr. Styants
Mr. Boar Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly Mr. Triat;
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr. May Mr. Rodoreda.
Mr. McCulloch (Teller.)

PAIRS.
AnZ. No. 6Mr. Seward 'Mr. Smith

Mr. Raider Mr. Oliver
Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

B3ILL-PEALsING ACT AMENIDhNT.
Received from the Council and read a

first time.

BUAr-WOR&ERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
XNT (NO rEFICATJON oF

TRANSACTIONS).
As to Postponement.

Order of the Day read for the moving of
the second reading.

Hon..J. B. SLESEMAN: I mov-
That the Order of the Day be postponed.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result.-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Brady7Mr. Coverey
Mr. P~ox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hegnay
Mr. Hoar
Mr. el
Mr. Mrshallb .I
Mr. may
Mr. McCulioch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Aekland
Mr. Boveli
Mrs. Cardell-Oltver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. DOWs
Mr.Gryn
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Sir N, Keenlan.
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

AnE.
Mr. Smith
Mr. Oliver

Mnflon thus8 ne~

.2 21
24

3

AYrs.
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nuleen
Mr. Penton
Mr. Reaynolds

Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Triat
Mr. Who.
Mr. Rodoreds

(Teller.)

Mr. McDonald
Mr. MoLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Perkins
-Mr. Read
Mr. Shearn
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

NO.IMr. Seward
IMr. Raider

rativeri
Seem&d Readin.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodysy) [11.18] in moving the
second readin g said: This Bill is being
introduced to ensure that the Land Pur-
chase Board shall be aware of all suitable
farming properties that are being placed on
the market. The Government considers this to
be essential in order to assist the War Ser-
vice Land Settlement Board in obtaining
properties, and it is intended that the
measure shall operate until the 31st Dec-
ember, 1950.

The Land Sales Control Act, passed last
year, enabled a continuation of this con-
trol, which was actually an extension of
the Commonwealth National Security
Regulations that were prolonged since 194
-under the transitional provisions of the
Defence Act. In that Act special recogni-
tion was given to the claims of former
members of the Defence Forces to pur-
chase properties suitable for farming.
There is little doubt that this provision has
enabled a much greater proportion of ex-
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Servicemen to be placed on properties than
in any other State. This is clearly indi-
cated in statements by the Commonwealth
.Minister in charge of War Service Land
Settlement.

While the policy of this Government is
to pursue the development of Crown lands
as far as possible, the purchase of partly
developed properties, particularly in the
wheat and sheep areas, is essential. The
purchase of these properties will ensure a
continuity of allotments of properties to
es-Servicemen pending virgin areas being
developed to a stage ready for settlement.
The Government has provided that the
provisions in the Land Sales Control Act
giving priority to returned Servicemen for
up to six weeks for the purchase of pro-
perties through the Land Settlement Board
shall be continued to the 31st December,
1949, when the Land Sales Control Act will
lapse.

It is the wish of the Government to en-
sure that the Land Purchase Board shall
be aware of all suitable properties which
owners may wish to sell, and that a reas-
onable period shall be given to the board
in which to make essential inquiries before
the Government is involved in any pur-
chase, and to negotiate with the owner or
his agent. The Dill provides for a maxi-
mum period of six weeks, although the
Land Purchase Board undoubtedly will be
able to give a decision on the majority of
properties before this time has expired.

The Hill is quite simple and has been
designed to cause as little inconvenience as
possible to vendors, purchasers and the
commercial public. As the Land Purchase
Board is interested only in suitable pro-
perties, the Bill excludes all properties
which would have little chance of being
regarded as suitable for es-Servicemen.
Provision is made for all properties below
150 acres in area in the South-West dairy-
ing districts to be excluded, as well as any
property in the wheat and sheep or oat-
growing and sheep districts below 1,500
acres. There is no question of the price
being controlled.

If the Land Settlement Board is unable
to come to an agreement within six weeks
after the property has been offered to the
board, the vendor is then at liberty to sell
in any other direction. The Land Purchase
Board has acquired 410 properties of a

value of £E2,318,416 during the last three
and a half years which will subdivide into
approximately 560 farms. It is hoped that
the Bill will enable a continuation of the
purchase of properties, particularly in the
wheat and sheep areas. Certain property
transactions will not be prevented by the
Bill and the Governor will, by regulation,
exempt those categories. They are listed
in Section 13 of the Land Sales Control
Act. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[11.22]: 1 fancy there has never been a Bill
introduced in this House which will do less
good than this one. The Minister himself
admits that no question of price control is
involved. In my opinion, al the Bill does
is to allow any owner of land who believes
that he has land. suitable for returned sol-
diers to notify the Land Purchase Board.
That is all he has to do. Then, after arguing
for the succeeding six weeks without coming
to any agreement, he can tell the members of
the board to go where they like. The Bill
will not succeed in securing land for re-
turned soldiers and no-one knows that better
than the Minister himself. What is the use
of trying io tell people, particularly returned
soldiers, that the Government can do some-
thing with a Bill of this sort? It cannot do
anything.

Why did not the 'Minister, in order to
overcome some difficulties raised by the
Upper House in regard to the resumption of
land for industrial purposes, bring down a
Bill to amend that legislation? The Minister
knows something about it. That Bill was
passed in 1945 and was entitled Industrial
Development (Resumption of Land) Act.
The M1inister will probably recollect that the
Legislative Council inserted the following
proviso in that measure:-

Subject to approval by Parliament-

That is the first point. Land could be re-
sumed.

Subject to approval by Parliament the Gov-
ernor may from til~e to time on the recomn-
mendation of tbe Committee-

A committee bad to be appointed-
-if adopted by the Minister and with the ap-
proval of tjie Treasurer purchase or acquire
compulsorily under and subject to the provi-
sions of the Public Works Act any land which
in the opinion of the Minister it is desirable
to acquire ....



[27 SEFTE&BF., 1949.] 25

Was it not a wonderful amendment which
the Legislative Council inserted i It is very
interesting, I am sure, even if the Govern-
ment has forgotten what the Legislative
,Council. did in 1945 in amending that meas-
ure. I presume "Parliament" means both
Rouses of Parliament; at least that is what
I was taught. Parliament bad to approve of
the recommendation of the committee if
adopted by the Minister. And then the ap-
proval of the Treasurer was required. I
suggest, in all sincerity, that if the Min-
ister and the Government are desirous of ob-
taining land under this Bill, the proper
thing for them to do is to ascertain whether
the Legislative Council would reverse what
it did in 1045. I tell the Minister quite can-
didly that he has not a chance of getting
any land except at the owner's price.

The Minister for Lands: I admit that.

Hon. 'A. H. PANTON: And the owner's
price will mean an increased burden for the
returned soldier to hear. The Minister is
shaking his head.

The Attorney General: The land will be
acquired at no cost to the returned soldier.

Hon. A. H. PANTQN: Why?
The Minister for Lands: It will be at the

coact. of the Government. as the property will
be written down to its economic value.

Ron. A. H. PANTON: But the returned
soldier will pay his share. The result will
be that he will start off with a load.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Even if what the Min-
ister says is right, that does not excuse the
fact that the Government will have to pay.

The Premier: Do you expect an increase
in land values now that controls have been
-removed?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Any land "that
is worth -while has already been sold for the
purpose of settling returned soldiers. Any
land that might be submitted under this
measure would be at a pretty stiff price.
Whether it will be paid for by the returned
soldier, or by his dependants and the rest of
the State, we shall find ourselves in the
same position as we were after the 1914-18
war. A huge amount will have to be written
off. That is what will happen.

The.,Premier. That has been happening.

Hon. A. H1. PANT"ON: Of course it has.
Hon. F. J, S. Wise: On the fixed 'values,

too.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Is it to happen
againt

The Premier: I do not think there will be
any great increase in land values.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Premier has
no right to think that, The point is, should
not the Government have brought down a
Bill for the compulsory resumption of land
suitable for soldiers at a proper price, not
the price fixed by the owner? That is what
I want to ascertain. All that the Bill in-
troduneed by the Minister does-and there is
no question about this-is to insist on a six
weeks' notification to the Land Board. The
hoard will then say to the owner, "We will
give you £25,000 for this land." The owner
says, "I want £30,000,1' and lets it rest there.
At the end of six weeks the parties are where
they started. Do not let us fool ourselves
or the returned soldiers who are waiting for
land that any-thing will be got out of this
Bill.

The Premier: It will probably help to get
something.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: -It will not help to
get anything.

The Premier: I think it will.

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: I disagree with
the Premier. Why has not the Government
got the land tong ago? The Minister shakes
his head. All I want to do is to teUl the
Government what I think about the Bill and
that is what I have done.

The Premier: We will get some land.

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: Some land of
value to nobody else.

The Premier! It will let the Land Board
know what land is for sale.

Hon. A. ff. PANTON: The Land Board
already knows that.

The Premier: If the owner is satisfied with
the price the board' will get it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: He will not he
satisfied. All the land still unsold will be
worth a lot of money. Anyhow, I do not
think the Bill is worth the paper it is writ-
ten on so far as settling returned soldiers
is concerned.

Mr. HEGNEY:- I move

That the debate he adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

2557



[ASSTEMBLY.]

Mr. LESLIE: Mr. Speaker,-

As to Hours of Sitting.

Mr. Needham: On a point of order! This
House baa carried a resolution that the sit-
ting hours shall not exceed mine. We met
at 2.30 p.m. and it is now 11.30 p.m. I
want to move that you do now adjourn the
House automatically.

The Premier: The time for adjournment
is 12.45.

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. member asking
for a rulingI

Mr, Needham. The resolution was that
the sitting hours should not exceed nine
on any day except the last day. As we met
at 2.30 pm. today and it is 11.30 p.m. now
I want to move that House do now adjourn.

Mr. Speaker: The heon. member has asked
for a ruling and any motion must come later.
The point at issue is whether the nine hours
have been accomplished between 2.30 p.m.
and 11.30 p.m. I understood the motion
to read and to mean nine hours of sitting in
this Chamber.

The Premier: That is it!I
Several members interjected.
Mr. Speaker: I hope it will not be carried

out to the letter.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I suggest that you can-

not properly give a decision on that matter
until you refer to the actual resolution. It
is not much use giving a ruling based on
your memory.

Air. Speaker: Has the hon. member the
motion in front of himI

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- Yes. And I think your
action should have been automatic as it was
in regard to the motion submitted by the
Government. You would not allow any de-
bate on that. The amendment moved to the
Premier's motion on the 22nd September,
and carried was-

That the following proviso be added:-
"Provided that no sitting day shall exceed
nine hours, except on the last dlay of tbd
session."I

So if we start to sit at 2.30 p.m. that term-
inates the sitting day at 11.30 P.M.

The Premier: NotI
Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: It does not say any-

thing abput hours-of actual sitting.
The Premier: When he moved that pro-

viso, the Leader of the Opposition himself
referred to 12.45.

Hon.' J. T. Tonkin : - The Premier knows
that it does not matter what a member says
when he is debating. These things are deter-
mined by what the House carries. The
Premier said that ample time would be pro-
vided for a discussion of the Estimates I

The Premier: The time referred to in the
proviso covers the hours of actual sitting,
and does not include tea suspensions and
afternoon tea suspensions.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I will quote the pro-
viso again-

Provided that no sitting day shall exceed
nine hours,' except on the last day of the
session.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: From siart to finish.
Mr. Speaker: I think that during the de-

bate it was, made quite clear that the time
referred to the hours of actual sitting. My
ruling is-I may be quite wrong, but this is
my opinion-that the "nine hours" means
nine hours sitting in this Chamber.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Have you considered
the implication of that ruling if this House
went into conference? Suppose wre com-
menced to sit at 2.30 p.m. and at 11 p.m.
went into conference, would you rule that we
would have to remain here until that con-
ference was over because -we had not at that
stage completed nine hours?

Mr. Speaker: No.

lion. J. T. Tonkin: If you would not
rule in that way you cannot rule that an
adjournment for lunch or afternoon tea is
to be excluded from the hours of sitting.

Mr. Needham: Have you ruled that the
hours of sifting mean the actual hours de-
voted to debate in this Chamber?

Mr. Speaker: My ruling is that the nine
hours relates to nine hours actual sitting in
this Chamber.

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. Needham: Then I move-
That the House dissent from the Sjpeaker ~s

ruling.
When hours of sitting are specified at the
beginning of the session they exclude the
tea suspension. When the Leader of the
Opposition moved his proviso there was no
qualifcation, good, bad or indifferent, M&
was evident when the member for North-East
F'remantle read the motion that was carried.
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Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:

Ayes
Noes.

-. . 21
22

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Pox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawk.
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Heoat
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Acklandi
Mr. Revell
Mrs. Clardell-Olirer
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donsy
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Sir Norbert Keenan
Mt. Leas

Anse.
Mr. Smith
Mr. Oliver

:1

ATIRS.
Mr. Needhaem
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Penton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Atyants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Triat
Mr. wise

Mr. Rodoreda

Name.
Mr. Nann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MoLartyIMr. Murray

IMr. NImmol
Mr. Parkin$
Mr. ThornIMr. Watts

Mr. Yates

Mr. Brand

PAIRS.
Nones.iMr. Seward

Mr. Nelder

M otion thus negatived.

Debate Resmned.

M. LESIE (M.Marshall) [11.38]: I
am in accord with the member for Leeder-
ville that the Bill will provide no more for
er-Servicemen than is available today. It
will certainly give the war service land settle-
ment people an opportunity to learn what
land is being sold; it has that much in its
favour- Between 1,800 and 1,900 rural prop-
erties were sold last year under price con-
trol regulations, and it was possible for the
war service land settlement people to become
aware of every property offered for sale
because approval of the price had to be ob-
tained, so that they could follow what was
happening. As price control has disap-
peared, unless something is done the de-
partmient will not be aware of the land
transactions that are going through. There-
fore it would have no opportunity of know-
ing a property was for sale until such time
as the transfer was on the way through.
All the Bill will enable the department to
do will he to become a-ware of properties
likely to he offered. I do not think it will
provide any more land than has been avltil-
able in the past.

As far as I can see, an intending vendor
will have to notify the Minister that he pro-
poses to sell his land, and then wait for 42
days. In the meantime he can dither around
with the Minister and the department about
the price and everything else. If he does
not want his property to go to the War
Service Land Settlement people he can
merely delay action for 42 days. I would
prefer to see a Bill with a provision that the
particulars regarding the sale price of the
land should be included in the notification
so that firm negotiations could be entered
into immediately. The condition in the Bill
which provides that the Registrar of Titles
may refuse to register the instrument until
evidence is submitted to him that the pro-
visions of the Act have been~ complied with
is, to my way of thinking, hardly necessary.
I thought it might' he the salvation of the
Bill, but it means nothing at all because the
Minister would have to certify that the ven-
dor had offered the land and that the nego-
tiations for its sale were not completed with-
in the 42 days, and, therefore, the land was
relwsed from the vontrol exercised by the
measure.

When I was on the Opposition side of the
Rouse I drew the then Government's at-
ten tion to a provision in' the Victorian Act
which gave the Government the power to
acquire, under fair terms, land from vendors,
who were prepared to sell. It is a compre-
hensive provision and it is not possible for
a private member, but only the Government,
to move for its inclusion. It is working
successfully in Victoria. If an owner is
not satisfied with what the War Service
Land Settlement people do, he has the right
to appeal to a court of law. He is fully
protected. I believe, at the same time, that
the War Service Land Settlement authorities
have some responsibilities. They have to
coins to a decision within 21 days of the time
of the application for registration of the
transfer at the Titles Office. I amn still of
the opinion that that provision is necessary
if we are to get suitable land.

The Bill certainly does some good, and I
propose to support it. It will undoubtedly,
however, have a disappointing result, be-
cause I am certain that -while the Minister
will be able at the end of a period to point
to land and properties that have been ac-
quired as a result of the measure, I and
the R.S.L. will be able to point to lots of
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other laud which was duly notified to the
Minister but which, because of the fact that
negotiations were not completed within the
specified time and because there is not a
measure of compulsion, was not acquired.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And no mention of
p Hce, either.

Mr. LESLIE. Yes. It will he disappoint-
ing to returned servicemen who are looking
for an opportunity to settle on the land. The
Bill has possibly been drafted rather hastily
in order that it might be brought down at
this late stage. The member for Irwin-Moore
suggests that I should propose an amend-
ment. The only possible amendment is the
one included in the Victorian Act but it is
not competent for a private member to Move
it because it involves a charge on the Crown,
This is the first I have seen of the Bill, and
I have not had an opportunity to consider
any other suitable amendment. The measure
is something, so do not let us turn it down I
Give it an opportunity to work. If we find
that we do not profit very much from it
then we can arrange to have it amended
later.

MR.. HOAR (Nelson) [11.47]: I am sur-
prised that the member for Mt. ,.Marshall
can see any good in the Bill. To me it is a
fitting end to the Government's emptiness
this session. As far as I can see there is
only one redeeming feature in it and that is
the provision that ties the Land Settlement
Board down to six weeks. I have seldom
known it make a decision within six months.

The Minister for Lands: You are inclined
to exaggerate. You know that is not true.

Mr. HOAR: Do not say that I am in-
clined to exaggerate. I either exaggerate
or I do not. I know of many cases in the
South-West.

The Minister for Lands;- You do not know
of too many.

Mr. HOAR: I know of people in the Man-
jimup area who offered land to the Land
Settlement Board. Months have gone by and
they hare been so disgusted that they have
sent telegrams to the Director of Land Set-
tlement informing him that unless he made
a decision within ten days they would with-
draw the land from sale.

The Minister for Lands: Is that since the
1st April, 1947, or before?

Mr. HOAR: It is since the Minister has
occupied his present position.

.Hon. A. H. Panton: The board was buy-
ing very little land before that date.

Mr. HOAR: There was one such instance
this year and twg last year. If the Land
Settlement Board can make up its mind with-
in six weeks, this Bill will have done some
good. For the life of me I can see no value
in it. It does not help anybody. It does not
help the board to secure land and I am in
accord with the member for Mt. Marshall
that it will receive approximately the same
as it did before.

Mr. Leslie: I did not say that. I said
that the Bill would give an opportunity to
the hoard to learn of farms that are to be
sold.

Mir. HOAR: I hope the Bill will give the
Government an opportunity to learn a bit
of sense. The Minister has not explained
what caused the Government to believe that
any good results could be achieved by the
measure. If he has any such ideas he has
not informed the Chamber of them. There
is no doubt that the Land Settlement Board
will have competitors in an open sale, and
it will not be in a position to know what the
other buyers are willing to offer. I f ail to
see how it can acquire as much land in the
future as it has done in the past.

Mr. Leslie: It gives it that opportunity.

Mr. HOAR: It does not give it any such
opportunity, because in the past the sale of
land was controlled by the sub-Treasury
valuation. Now the Government will be
practically confined to the purchase of land
at that valuation, in competition with pri-
rate buyers who are willing to offer a higher
price. Consequently no seller who wishes
to obtain more than Treasury valuation for
his land will sell to the Land Settlement
Board. The fact that there is no control
now over land sales will exclude the board
from free competition in these sales. The
Bill is of no value and I have yet to learn
from the Minister why he introduced it.

M&. CORNELL (Avon) [11.51]:- One
point about this Bill intrigues me. Assum-
ing a man offers his property to the Land
Settlement Board and the board makes him
an offer for it and he then elects to sell it
to a third party, who may offer a higher
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price, is there anything to prevent him from
selling to that third party and ignoring
the Land Settlement Board altogether?

.Hon. A. H. Panton: There is nothing to
prevent him doing so after 42 days.

Mr. CORNELL: If that is so the Bill is
hardly worth the paper it is written on and
the best thing the board can do will be to
go on the open market.

HON. F'. 3. S. WISE (Gascoyne)
[11.53] : I agree with all who have so far
spoken to the debate, -as to the lack of any
practical result that can be expected to be
achieved by the passing of this Bill. Now
that land sales are uncontrolled and land
can bring any price whatever, the Govern-
ment 'will be forced to acquire properties,
if it wants them, at the prices asked by
the vendors. The only practical approach
to the problem is to amend the resumption-
of-land section of the Industrial Develop-
ment Act and the Closer Settlement Act.
Unless that is done it is only a pretence
to hold out this measure as a sop to pacify
returned men who are urgently desirous
of going on the land. I would like the
Minister to indicate what he thinks will
happen when land suitable for soldier
settlement is offered to the board and
accepted and subdivided, with over-
capitalisation resulting from the price
asked for the land.

e The Act under which land settlement is
controlled and the agreement between the
Commonwealth and the States make pro-
vision for sharing the losses above an
economic value at the time of allocation.
Even if the 42 days' provision was in the
Act we would have some tremendous
losses made possible. As other speakers
have said, this piece of legislation is use-
less as a measure to operate in thie interests
of returned men who wish to acquire land.
Now that control over land sales has gone
by the board we are faced with a prob-
lem which can be solved only by compul-
sory acquisition and the amending of the
two laws I have mentioned. '

MR. NOVELL (Sussex) [11.55]:- As far
as I can see the purpose of the Bill is to
give, the Government opportunity of
knowing what properties are on the mar-
ket, so that it can purchase them, if neces-
sary, for the rehabilitation of returned
men.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Purchase them at a
price I

Mr. BOVELL: We are not discussing
prices. Unless the measure is passed the
Government will have no opportunity of
securing the land needed for the re-
establishment of returned Servicemen.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- The Bill will not
make it compulsory ?or owners to offer the
Government properties.

Mr. BOVELL: No, but unless the meas-
ure is passed, land transactions can take
place without the knowledge of the Gov-
ernment, which might therefore miss the
opportunity of acquiring properties. That
is the virtue I see in the Bill, and I there-
fore support the second reading.

THE NURJSTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodyay-in reply) 11.57]:- A
number of opinions has been expressed
about this measure and to some extent we
have been led awn;y from its purpose,
which is to provide for vendors of suitable
properties to offer then to the Government
or notify the Government of their sale.
Although the Bill may not be of great
value it will assist the scheme. While the
land sales con trul operated I had to got
the merchants together and discuss the
position of properties 'With them, in order
to get them to agree to offer the Govern-
ment the land it required for the scheme.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What merchants
were they!

The MINISTER FQR LANDS: Agents
such as Goldshrough Mort, Elder Smith
and so on. That course was followed so
that they would not put transactions
through the Treasury only to find the Land
Settlement Board coming in and holding
up the sales and in some eases proclaiming
against them. Whatever members may say
about amending different Acts of Parlia-
ment that they think would make better
provision for the scheme, the fact remains
that after the report of the Select Com-
mittee and its recommendations, followed
by the defeat of the control legislation in
another place, the Government is making
an attempt to secure the offer of properties
so as to have some opportunity of negotiat-
ing with the vendors. We have no power to
fix prices and members will appreciate
what would happen to the Bill if an

I
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attempt 'were made to amend it in this
Chamber. Parliament has decided that
there shell be no control in that regard.

Mr. Graham: Not Parliament!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
Parliament has agreed and so we cannot
control prices. I ask the House to pass
the Bill in order to give the board oppor-
tunity of knowing what properties are on
the market, so that it may negotiate with
the vendors. Although the Bill is not
everything that we might desire, it is the
beat compromise that we can make at the
moment. I suggest to the House that we
approve of this Bill.

Mr. Graham: floes that guarantee that
the Legislative Council will accept it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
be hard put not to accept it.

Ron. F. 4. S. Wise: It is innocuous
enough.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
give us an opportunity to know what pro-
perties are on the market.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Notification of transactions:

Mr. GRAHAM: I had a discussion with
the Minister for Education regarding para-
graph (ii). He informed me that he would
have this paragraph investigated by a
qualified legal man because I consider it
utterly impracticable in its present form.
As members are aware, options are given
and taken instantaneously but as I inter-
pret the clause they will be forbidden.

The Attorney General: The option could
he subject to the provisions of the Act.

Mr. GRAHAM: In the terms of the Bill
as it stands, it would be unlawful to give
or take an option. I may be mistaken, but
I would like t he matter investigated and if
necessary some amendment made when the
Bill reaches another place.

Mr. CORNELL: The question of an
option is immaterial. I would say that
even if paragraph (ii) were struck out it
would not affect the operation of the Bill,

Mr. Graham: That is how it appealed to
me.

Mr. CORNELL: Before anybody can buy
or sell a property it must be submitted to
the Land Settlement Board and the ques-
tion of an option is really immaterial.
Why is it intended to preclude a personk
from letting or taking a lease of any .rural
land? The Land Settlement Board is not
interested in the leasing of farm lands.
There are many leases in existence and be-
fore they could be continued the properties
would have to be submitted to the Land
Settlement Board, but the owners may not
have any desire to sell them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
reason is that if owners were aliowed to let
or lease it would defeat the purpose of
the Bill and that is why the provision has
bpcn put in. In reply to the query raised
by the member for East Perth, I will have
the matter investigated and if necessary
adjusted in another place.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 9, Schedule, Title--agreed

to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

EILLr-FOOTW 5 AR REGULATION ACT

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd Septem-
ber.

K&R. EGNEY (Pilbara) [12.81: 1 have
closely perused the provisions of this Bill
which is to amend the Footwear Regula-
tion Act.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: What are they,
kicking boots?

Mr. EONEY: It is a most appropriate
title. I would remind the Premier that
the amending of this legislation has noth-
ing to do with the guillotine or the way in
which the Government has recently put
the boots into the Opposition. I have
found that the main definition applies to
the alteration of the word "sole." Here
againi, the Premier would not know any-
thing about that.
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Hon. A. H. Panton: He has never had
a soul.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Act was originally
passed in 1917 and is known as the Foot-
wear Regulation Act, 1916, but apparently
it has not for some considerable time been
applied very seriously. During the war
the Commonwealth took over the control of
the standard and quality of footwear and
that control ceased at the end of last year.
Following the release of control by the
Commonwealth Government, the Federal
executive of the Bootinakers' Union made
representations to the Prime Minister who,
in turn, approached the various States
with a view to obtaining the introduction
of uniform legislation for the better sup-
ervision and control of the standard of
footwear. Already in two States legisla-
tion has been passed and, as a result of a
Premiers' Conference held some time in
19W, it was agreed that uniform legislation
would be introduced by all the States.
What I would like to hear from the Min-
ister in charge of the Bill is whether 'he
will let the House know that this amend-
ment is in conformity with the decision
made at that Premiers' Conference, and
whether it is substantially flip same Bill
that will be introduced in all the States.

I have been in touch with the secretary
of the Bootmakers' Union of Western Aus-
tralia and, while the definition of "sole"
includes the heel, no reference is made in
the amending Bill to that part of the boot
or shoe known as the "uppers." I am
not in a position to say whether any refer-
ence was made to the quality of the uppers
by the Federal secretary of the Boot-
makers' Union, hut the local secretary is
rather concerned on the point because the
uppers are a very important part of the
hoot or shoe, and instances have been
known where uppers have been sprayed or
painted and, for the time being, they have
been aUl right, hut when put to a little use
they were no good at all. A lady with
three sons got in touch with me today when
she heard that this matter was coming be-
fore the House. She told me that she
bought a pair of shoes for one of her boys,
and in three weeks the soles had come com-
pletely away from the uppers, and the firm
to whom she returned the shoes was good
enoughi to supply her with another pair.

However, she experienced the same trouble
with the second pair, and those shoes cost
188. 9d.I

It is proposed to control the standard of
footwear in the amendment which provides
that a statement of materials must be
attached, and that would include the sole
which, as I have said, includes the heel. I
have found with some boots that the top
lift of the heel is of good leather but the
other lifts are of extremely inferior qual-
ity; in some eases, of cardboard. Of
course, in some instances with women's
shoes wood and other materials-are used.
If this State, as an example, were not to
pass this legislation and oth~r States did,
the position would very soon arise of ex-
tremely poor quality hoots and shoes being
dumped into Western Australia to the
detriment of our people. I sam therefore
anxious to see all States pass this legisla-
tion uniformly to ensure that any manu-
facturer or seller will be obliged to have
on the footwear an indication that the
materials used are of good quality. If the
Minister will be good enough to advise me
that the uppers are included in that it will
be very reassuring. Of course, if there is
to be no control, I have no doubt that foot-
wear of a shoddy nature will be imported
into this State.

The Minister for Lands: It leaves us
open as a dumping round.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Act as it now stands
will allow that, in my opinion. The pro-
visions of the Bill will tighten up and im-
prove the Act, and from inquiries I have
made I am pleased to learn that there will
he certain supervision over the import of
footwear by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. HEGNEY:- If that is done I think it
is a step in the right direction and both
the State Branch of th e Bootmakers ' Union
and the Federal body are to be conmwended
for their representations to their respective
Glovernments. After all is said and done
the mnembers of that union, being trades-
men, are anxious to turn out an article that
is durable and of high quality for the
benefit of the people generally.- The work-
ers would not get any pleasure or pride
from participating in the manufacture of
shoddy materials into footwear. We know
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that a good deal of This type of manufac-
ture is placed on the market and this
measure will help to ensure that the public
-are sold a product of high quality. I hope
the opinion expressed by members of the
Bootmakers' Union will be acquiesced in
by all the Governments, and that when this
Government proclaims the Act it will be
able to state that it is uniform throughout
Australia,

THE MINISTER FOR LARDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodyay-in reply) (12.19]:
This legislation is uniform among all the
States and the query raised by the mem-
ber for Pilbara as to the uppers of* a boot
or shoe is answered in the regulations
which specifically deal with that question.
I have the regulations before me and I can
assure the bon. member that that point is
-covered in them.'

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short Title.

Minister

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
will notice that the short title is shown as
the "Footwear Regulations Act, 1916."
That is a printer's error and to rectify it,
I move-

That in line 1 after the word ''the" the
wonds "Footwear Regulation Act Amendment
Act, 1949, and shall be read as One with the''
be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3-agreed to. 0
Clause 4-Repeal and re-enactment of

Section 4:

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Proposed
new Section 4 contains a reference to the
outside of a boot or shoe, whereas it should
mention the outacle. I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 4 the word "outside" be struck
out and the word ''outsole'' inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed;4the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 5, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOUNMENT-SPEOIALL

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Miurray-Wellington): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.30 p.m. today.

Question put and passed.

House aejou rued at 12.23 a.m.
(Wednesday).

Wednesday, 28th September, 1949.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

TOBACCO.

As to Reduction of Goldfields Ration.

Hon. W. R. HALL asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the West-
ern Australian Tobacco Trade Distribution
Committee has decided to decrease the
tobacco ration by 15 per cent. hs from the
1st October, 1949, in Kalgoorlie and Bouldert
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